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HENRY Earl of MoR EL AND< 

» 

YOU affc welcome, itiy 
friend « But pray, tor 
what may I be indebt- 
ed for the favour of this vifit ? 

Frirni>, In complimeilt to yout wori^ 
rather than to its author, I confefs that 
curiofity impelled me hither. In fpite of 
fome other urgent occafions^ Indeed, I 
heartily curfed the intruders whodifturbed 
US in (o interefting a point of the ftory} 
and I fhould not have flept fince, had I 
not in fome meafure fatisfied my impatl* 
€nce by making out the remainder in my 
#WA miiKlr 
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AtJT. And pray, how have you eoa^ 
teived the bufinefs ? 

Fr. In a way, as I thought, that could^ 
not be avoided. The natural affcftiong 
of a parent, joined te the recent obliga^ 
tions by which old Clement was bound ta 
his fon, muft neceffarjly efFeft a perfeft 
reconciliation, and all end, as one would 
wifli, in future profperity. In truth, I 
thought it full time to put a period to the 
reader's -diftrefs,^ by putting an end to 
thofe of the unfortunate Clement. 

AuT.. Happily gueffed, my friend^^ 
Your imagination has fupplied my place 
to great advantage. To proceed, would 
JuUwer no manner of purpofe* 

Fr. But then it ftruck me, this morn- 
ing, that the deplorable condition, in 
.which thefe people were found, could not 
be confiftent with my plan. This has. 
brought me in a hurry. I think that my 
nlan is ftill the right one. I fear, you, 
iave indulged yourfelf in the marvellous^, 
at the expence of nature. It is the fault: 
of all nQvclifis. I am in great pain for 
you. I cannot conceive how you bring; 
yourfelf off in this plunge^. 

Avr^ Here -Had you called fooneiv 
you would the fooner have had your fpleeit. 
et youc curioiiiy gratified.^ 

CHAR. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

DURING his fit, the furgcon Came 
with hi^ ihftf uments and dreffiags j^ 
^nd having in vain attempted to reftore 
'Wm, by fprinkling water in his face, and 
by the application of hartihorn to his 
tiofe and temples ; he took fome blood 
from him, whereon he opened his eyes,- 
and began to breathe with freedom. He 
then e:itamined his wound, which was a- 
Kttle above his forehead, and declared it 
fo. flight, as fcarce to be an cxcufe for' 
keeping his chamber. The fufgeon, ha-- 
virig drefled it, received his fee and reti-- 
ted ; and my father; ringing for the draw-- 
cr, ordered up a flaflt or Burgundy, witb 
a cold fowl, oil and vinegar. 

When "the table was laid, ahd the Wai- 
ter dcfired to withdraw, my father agaia^ 
lookingearnefflyandcompaffiouateiyupon 
me, I believe, fays^ he, my child may be' 
hungry ; aiid, ftrait, his countenance tall-- 
ing, aiid the miilcks of his^ hph bfegin-^ 
iling^ to work, he broke into tears; Bar-* 
Parous wratch ! he exclaiuicdj, uiuiaturall 
eftrich ! wUo^ cbtiid thus leave the firtt-^ 
^e^ottcn ot^ thy boweig to the flakeilnefsi 
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of the fafidsy and to tb« blaAing of tfie 
elements. 

No, no, my ftither, t cried, again 
throwing myfelf on my knees before him ; 
kill me not with y^ur tears, crufli me- 
not with this, your unmerited concern !' 
all is well, all is happy, and bleffed, as 1 
can bear it to be. This moment overpays 
njy years of anguilh, it is like heaven af- 
ter palling the vale, qf death and mortai: 
fufFerings. 

After fupper, of which my father 
fcarce tailed, he got up, and, as I rofe at 
the fame time, he ftepped to me, and^ 
catching me paiHonately in his arms^ and- 

Eutting his neck acrofs mine^ My child,. 
e cried, my beloved child, my life's- 
bleffed preferverlxome, once more, to my 
bofom, enter thy forfak^n maniion! Too* 
long has it been defert and delxJate^ with-- 
out thee I But,^^ here, I vow to the AK 
mighty, that no fiep-dames, nor viperous^ 
inftruments, fliall ever hereafter infinuate- 
between us; accurfed be they,, who fliaH 
attempt to divide us ; and may they come: 
to an evil end, who Ihall dcfire to deprive 
me of thee, tha light ol mine eyes> till. 
1 am cold,;, and infenfible. to ev^y othec 

While we fit over our battle, my far- 
ther called iot ink and paper, and,, firlt 

j^rclcnung; 
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pirt(tntin% me with a purfe of fifty gui^ 
Jieas, he again gave me a bitlvat fight, on 
his banker, for five hundred pounds, t 
fiarted tap, but ftopping me, he cried,. 
Hold, hold, my Hanimy, I fee myfclf 
jQverpaid in the acknowledgments of that 
dear, though meagre countenance ; and 
then, as I kneeled before him, with both 
kands held over me, and eyes raifed to 
Jbeav4ua» he blefied me in an ejaculation 
tef the tendered ardour. 
. The reckoning being difchargcd, and' 
•two cdiairs^ ordered to the door, my fa- 
ther defired me to meet him at the fame 
tavern,, the following evening; and laid 
that,, in the mean time, he would thmk 
^f fettlii^ fome certain income upon me j, 
and thus we parted, as though our foul^ 
;had accompanied each other.^ 

I4 was now near two o* clock, and the 
aiorning.bitter cold* My Arabella had^ 
long hi^e,. put her child to reit ; and h 
found her in tears by a fire,, fcarce aiiire;. 
She ftax;ted up, on my entering ; her ucc 
gleamtrd with a iickly joy ; and ihe uttered. 
'tome foft reproaches, oi love and appre;^ 
.henficm, for my ablence at thofe hours. ^ 

Beferc I ventured to let in the ruli tide 
of our returning, happineis^ on her weak 
and alarmed fpirits,. 1 took out iocne con^ 
fedious. and a pint ok fack, wiiich I asid 

purpolely 
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|>urpofely brought in my pocket. I brotaf^ 
tome Naples bifcuit into a^cup, and, poui^ 
ing fomc of the wine upoii it, I ft^t her 
the example, and prevailed on her taeat* 

Mean while, flie gazed, eameftly, and 
mquifitively, in my tace. My Hammy,^ 
ihe tenderly cried, what is the meaning of 
this ? What eyes are thefe, Hammy, what 
new kind of a countenance is this you 
have brought home to me .^ Ah, forbid 
k, my God, that the darling of my foul 
fliould have done any thing criminal.- 
Firft, peri& your Arabella, periih alfo her 
infant, rather than, on our account, or 
en any account, the leaft of the virtues 
pi my Hammy fhould be loft. 

No, no, my angel^ 1 cried, daugh^ 
tef of higheft heaven 1 God has been 
wonderfully gracious to me ; he blcffes- 
one, for your fake, my Arabella. . I have^ 
fc^n my faiher, we are happily reconciled^ 
and {amine and afflidion fliall come near 
ms no more. 

I then took the bellows and lighted up' 
a good fire, and while we were empt> mg; 
cui pint, ot wnich I compelled my wiiC 
to take the larger fliaie, I g^ave her a^ 
Iranfporting detail of what had paffed ;; 
and pouied my puile ot guineas into iur 
lap. So we went to bta in peace, r^ 
g^olel^ u£ luturitji, Uxe happieti ui ail' 
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the pairs on ^hom the fucceediog itaa 
arofe. 

We lay in bed, till the day was far ad-^ 
vanced. 1 then ordered fome comforting; 
white- wine caudle for breakfafl, and^ call* 
ing up the landlady, I difcharged our 
quarter's rent. 

When £he was difmiflfed, I confulted 
with my wife whether Ihe would chufe 
to retire to France or Holland y or rather 
to York, or fome Other remote place^ 
within the kingdom . But refleding again,, 
©n the prcfcnt excefs of my father's ten- 
.dernefs for me^ ibe joined in thinking 
it advifeable to aft with hisconcurrcncc ;: 
and I. determined that very eKeuingf to 
reveal to bim^ in confidence, the whole, 
pathetic hiftory of our marriage and ad*- 
, ventu cs. 

Mean while, I though it beft> in all 
events, to fccure the me^ns ot moderate- 
Jy compaffiag our pi rpole, by taking up 
the 50 J /. f I om my tattler's Danker. 1 
found, by experience, that I had now lit- 
tle 1.0 te<ir trom bemg known to any one 
JM) fhabby apparel, and emaciated tace 
and bmbs, tuat had prevented cheknow«* 
ledge and remembrance ot a father, ap*- 
Reared a double fecurity againft all other 
eye$. 1 therefore adventured, though 
;fiot Without circumipeftion, to Mr Giles's 

ilk 
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in Lombard-flreet, and^ prefenting my 
bill, demanded payment. 

My friend, faid Mr Giles^ it is not two 
hours fince a ftop was put to the pay*- 
•ment of that draught ; and I was de&*ed, 
at the fame time, to put this paper into 
th« hands of the party who ihould calk 
"So faying, he gave me a note which I 
cpened, with a trepidation that was turn- 
ed into agony on reading the following 
words. 

To HaMMEL CLEMENf* 

** X/r O 8 T fubtle, and moft accnrfed 
*• xVJL of all cruel contrivers! thou 
<< 4idft thyfelf, then, fet that villain on 
*• thy fooliih and fond father j by whom 
'* ins blood was ihed, 'and his life nearly 
^ loft. I renounce thee, I abjure thee 
♦• from henceforth, and for ever. And, 
** as I continue to difclaim all (brts of 
•• tics with thee, either here, or hereafter; 
*• fo may Heaven continue to profper, 

" Bartholomew Clement.^ 

On rearming this dreadful paper, I reti»* 
red fiom the counter without fpeaking 
a %^ord. I gut home, 1 know not how } 
for i neither knew what I did, nor confit- 
dtred what 1 was about. 1 walked up 
fiairsy without perceiving that I was iol» 

Wwedv 
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low^cL But» I htd fcarcc got into my 
xoom, when five or fix men entered^ al* 
mod along with me ; and one of them, 
ftepping direftly up to my wife, cried, 
Miftre^, I arreft you in his majefiy's 
name. 

Hereat I turned, and was ftunned, and 
rouzed again in an inftanL i caught up 
the poker, and aiming at a well-dr^ed 
man, whofe face was not wholly unknown, 
and who appeared the moft adive and 
joyous of the crew, I miffed the crown . 
of his head, but tore off one ear, and cut 
him through his clothes and flioulder, to 
the bone, I then flew upon the reft. I 
dealt my blow^ with inconceivable fury 
and quicknefs« I cleared my room in a few ^ 
feconds ; and, though feveral ihots were 
fired ^t ^c from the ftairs, I chafed them 
all to the 6ntry, and returning to my A^ - 
Isabella, I barricadoed the door. 

It was then that fhe interpofed, and,^ 
dropping on her knees before me. What is 
my Hammy about, (he cried, what mad« 
Bdfs has poffeffed my love ? Would you 
be guilty of adual and inftant murders^ 
through a rafli and vain attempt, of re- 
fcuing from our l^ws a peifon whom nei- 
ther God nor man hath yet condemned ? 
This, indeed, were to eniiire the rain you 
apprehend. Ah$ no, my heart's mafter, 

let 



Ictus nmt:hcr tjomiiiit nor fear imquhy^ 
Join with me^ my Hammy; kt \m truft 
in our GaD» and nothing but good can 
happen unto us. 

While Ihc Ipokc, the late terrors of 
lier countenance difapp^ared ; and hei^, 
afpeft was- gradually oVcrfprcad with a 
fcrenity,^to be imagined, in fome mea- 
iure, fr^ the face 6f an evening-hea-' 
Ten in autumn, when the fons <if har- 
veft arc heard through the villages aH 

about. 

I gazed on her, with a. fpeechlefs and 
-complacent reverence. She gently took 
the weapon from my unrefifting hand i 
and, leading me back, &e feated me' in 
the furtheft chairi She, then, removed 
every bar and obftacleto their entrance^ 
The ftairs were, now, filled with people 
who bad been <:alled to the affiftance of. 
the king's officers, but they ftill appeared . 
apptdienfive and fearful ^f advancing. 

Gentlenaoi, faid Arabella, be pleafed 
to walk in; I deliver myfelf peaceably 
into your hands ; ye Ihall find no further 
oppofition to his majefty or the lawt^; 
The officers accordingly entered, but bow- 
ing, and with a timid kind of rcfped^ 
neither did any of them oflFer to lay a band 
vpon her. Ooc4 God ! Madam, exdatni*- 
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cd the foremoft, is it poffible you fhould 
be guilty of the crimes laid to your charge 
by that rafcal, whom your hufband has 
half killed. He is carried off to the doc* 
tor's; but I think, in my confcience, that 
he has got his defer ts; and as for the 
few hurts that we have received, we ex* 
cufe your hufband. Madam, for your 
fake ; and we think him the braver and 
the bett^ man, for what he did. By my 
foul, fweet Madam, you are well worth 
defending. 

I thank ye, gentlemen, faid my wife» 
gracefully fmiling and curtfying; pray, 
be pleafed to fit, while I prepare to attend 
you. I am guilty, indeed, of the death 
of a man, and yet guilty of nothing 
that I would not repeat in the defenge 0$ 
virtue. But, gentlemen, fays (he, again 
fmiling, you are likdy to be troubled with 
mere prifoners than you. look for. One 
of them, indeed, is young, and, as lit- 
tle meaning of harm to any one, as his 
mother. I mufi:, therefore, beg your in* 
dulgence in fending for a coach ; and 
pray, do me the favour to accept this 
trifle, as the means of waihing away aai* 
moiity between you and nay huiband« 
So facing, flie prefented their chief with 
a guinea j who, riling and awfully bow* 

Vot. II. B ing. 
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i^g, ordered one of the others to ftcp foi" 
a^ coach. 

' Had the harp of Orpheus been tuned 
like the voice of my Arabella at this fea- 
fOn, it is not to be won^iered that tij^ers 
ihould grow tame, and bears crouch down 
before him, and lick his feet; fincc 
>rtrretches like thefc, hardened in hourly- 
ads of infoience and inhumanity, were 
now awed to downcaft reverence; and,- 
on her return from the clofet with her 
infant in her arms, dropped a tear of fiill - 
compafiion,as though they had not whol- 
ly forgotten, that they were born of wo-^ 
men. 

In the mean time, my fury having fub- 
£ded at the inftance of my wife, 1 mould 
certainly have fainted, if I had not been 
relieved by a gulh of tears ; which I en- 
deavoured to conceal, by turning afide 
and putting my handkerchief to my face. 
A cloud of thick darknefs again over- 
fyread my foul ; and every internal^ idea 

grew pregnant, and laboured with apprc- 
enfion and horror. 1 eurfed my meeting ^ 
vith my father, and his treacherous ap-; 
pearance of bounty, which had ferved to 
bring this decifive ruin upon us ; and I 
looked upon fortune as folicitous and in- 
duftrious to bring evil and deftrudtion,, 

out 
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fOnt of every prefentment and promife •£ 
advantage* i 

Being tonduftcd to Newgate, I agreed 

with the keeper foFa tolerable apartment^ 

jat two guineas per week; and, puttinig 

on the beft cheer 1 could affect before my 

swife, I fent out for a nourifliing dinner* 

. For I judged it late to be trugal, when 

death was at our door, and 1 had deter-* 

mined not to furvive my Arabella ^ mo<- 

i ment. 

The day foHowiilg, I procured copies 
of the depofitions of the three witneffes, 
I thefirii of whom was our own fervant- 
) maid^ Thefe I laid before two of the 
, moft learned in the law, but received no 
; coniolation from their report. Fhey toki 
me thaty had my wife been adually guil- 
i ty of the robbery, as alledged, ihe might 
^ have had fpme profpecl of being acquit- 
ted of the murder, by being enabled to 
bribe off the evidence. But that, if (he 
was really innocent of the robbery, as I 
^ affirmed, it then became the very caufe, 
as well as intereft of the guilty evidenae» 
, to have her condenmed on both articles 
of accufation. 

As the fearful day ap{^roached, : I 

bought, at fecond-hand, two decent fuits 

of mourning, with the requifite appen- 

. dagc» for niy wife and myfclf. When- 

i,. . . " B^ z evei? 
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ever I could get apart, I wis drowned m 
my teais, and half fuffbcated by my fobs ; 
and I did every thing, but pray for my 
Arabella ; for I could net think of lift- 
ing my heart to heaven, where I had loft 
all dependence. 

In the mean time, my beloved daily 
TCCovered flefli and health. Her eyes 
grew more brilliant, her complexion more 
clear, her countenance was as the furface 
of a depth of peace ; and I gathlered, I 
knew not why, a kind pf refie£ted con- 
fidence, by beholding her afpcA. 

Early, on the fatal morning, when I 
]bad left her within at her prayers, and 
had pulled my hat over my eyes, and fat 
down in a corner, to vent the throbbing* 
©f my heait; I eaft mv eye on a paper 
that appeared from under the door. I 
took it up with precipitation, and, in it,, 
found the foiiowing Unes ; 

I. 
Tho* mountains threat thy^aked head, 

1 ho* circlir g gulphs around thee clofi^ 
Tho* help is diltant, hope is dead, 

Tho' earth and hdl are iworn thy foes ; 

IL 
Tet, Heaven their malice fhall defy; 

And, firong in laft extremes, to fave^ 
Shall fiand wi^h guardian feraphs nigh, 

And^ wiik th^ uand'iersi glut the grave.. 
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I haid no fooner read this paper^ tbad 
f dropped down, involuntarily, on my 
knees. My hands clenched together; and 
I breathed up a moft ardent petition, that 
fooie over-ruling Power would take my 
/Arabella under his protection. 
> Soon after, flie came forth, adorned like 
the moon when girt about with clouds, 
through whofe'blacknefs her beauty breaks^ 
forth with improved lufture. 

While we fat at breakfaft, I prefented 
her with the verfes. She read them, over 
and over, with deep attention ; and thea^ 
TCturning them with a fmile. This, fays 
fixe, has been the ftratagem of fome very 
charitable perfon, who judged that hope 
was wanting to fi^pport me at fuch a triaU- 

As the dreadful hour was at hand^ and^ 
as I had confidered, before now, that at 
laft it muft come, 1 had prepared a fmall^ 
bottle of falts and a cordial, to fupportT- 
myfelf, as w^ll as ray wife, from an un-- 
feemly dejection ot fpirits in court*-. 

Ah, Sir ! can you tell me howone thing:;^ 
Ifaouldxome to pais ? can you aocount for\ 
this moft extraordinary otallthe workings,^ 
in human nature? that a- man^ at iofne- 
times ihould more feelingly live, or die iw 
others, than in himfelf. Had 1 been call-- 
ed to my lait audit, had the Jecifionof my/ 
Own^e^iience been at ftake, my,appr«^- 
. ^ ii 5- heaiiuas^ 
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henfibns^ as I think, could not have?c*- 
quailed what I felt, at that period.. 

AtJength, the keeper appeared, and' 
warned my Arabella^that (he rauft ipeedi- 
ly fet out. I. turned, inftantly, cold and 

Sa^e^i and it was long, before J recovered* 
rcngth.tb rife from my chair. lo the: 
mean time my wife returned to our bed- 
chamber, and bringing out her infant,. 
Save him in charge to a nurfe-keeper ;; 
le, then, held' her hands over him^ ancL 
railed her eyjes to Heavenj in bleffing,- 
for fome time. Again ihe fixed them' 
on his fdhc and gazing upon him,, as tfe: 
were, for a,lall farcwelljook ;: tear drop- 
ed ^fter tear, in apathetic and aScdion^ 
ate filenoe.. 

Beinjjf, condu<5ed to theOld BaMey, my 
wife,.on ejiteriog the court, turned fud— 
deniy pale;, and. her countenance, was*^ 
downcail with a diffidence that ihe could: 
not fon loffiC time overcome. The con- 
courlewas exceffively great, and cfaiefljr 
confiftipgjof - th<r aobility and geutry^ o£' 
bSQib fexesv. The great manhimfdf was. 
there,, with a ccowd of his dependei^. 
aa^i ail ihe male and femakrelations^andi 
friends-jot thedcceafed* 

Igaveray Arabella the falts to fmcUi 
iOj^ and, as ihe weakly, and baihfully ad— 
vaaced.to- theijaij^a confufcd and j^rrii^^* 

QkuxmuTi^ 
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normar ^m beard on all fidrs ; and the: 
w^ds Impudence and Innocence refound** 
ed througJ out. 

When, according to order, flje had^ 
held up her hand, and heard her indid« 
ment; the judge, with a countenance and 
Toice equaJy iiern; demanded Guilty or 
not guilty ?^ She anfwered. Guilty, my 
lord, 1 confefs, of the death of lord^ 
Stivers ; but never guilty of any kind of 
robbery or malice. Woman, faid the 
judge, you confcis yourfelf guilty, and 
1 fhould proceed to your fentence. Buty^ 
1 alk you, for the lalt time, Guilty or 
Bot guilty? Not guilty, my Ibrd, fhe. 
^jer rejoined; it to do what I approve, 
and ihali never repent oi^, is not to be 
guilty. 

Again, the murmur was repeated ; but 
continued much longer, and with more 
▼irulencexjn the one part, and morecon-^ 
-oern on: the other. 

I fhall not detain you. Sir, with an ao 
•count ot the examination of the two firftt 
wiineffe«, one of whom had been our 
«wn fer\ ant girl, and the otiier the prin- 
cipal loot man of lord Stivers. They had^ 
all manner of encouragement and coun- 
tenance from the court, and concurred in) 
«vcry circumftance that could fcrve for 

^maemnationu Xhc found of triumph^ 

wa«^ 
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was heard through all the gentry, amT 
the populace, fighingly, gave my Ara- 
bella tor loft. 

The third witnefs was then called. He 
was a very genteel and modeft- looking 
young man, and was now out of livery. 

My lord,^ fays he, with a refpedful but 
refolute voice, before Igive my teftimo- 
ny in this cafe, I requeft that the two 
firft witneiTes^ ihould be taken into cufto- 
dy. Into euftody ? cried the judge, do 
you know what you fay ? 1 do know 
what I fay, my lord, and 1 repeat my re- 
queft that they ihould be taken into cuAch 
dy. Why friend, faid the judge, they 
are, as y^m are ; they are witnefles tor the 
crown againft a^crimin^, and no man has 
a right to order them into euftody. I fay^^ 
rejoined the youth, with an air ftill more 
determined, that they are witne^es againft 
innocence, againft his majefiy^ and againft 
the taws; that they alone are crimi^ 
nal ; that I am evidence againft them ;^ 
and I, again, require it of your lorcfc- 
ihip, of the jury,, and of all prefent, that 
they ihould not be permitted lo make 
tiieir efcape. 

1 fee, exclaimed the judge* you are a 
prevaricating villain;. but I ihall trounce 
you before we part. \y here is this tel* 
fow'a ejLaminatxoa I 
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My lord, my lord, faid the young 
man, with fomewhat of a fcvcre and far- 
caftical tone, you were not placed there 
to prejudicate in any matter j no more 
then 1 was called here to be brow- beat and 
fcntcnced without trial If you find that 
I prevaricate, if you defire to fift me as 
wheat, and find any chaff in me; I re- 
fufe not the bittereft punifhment that our 
laws can inflict. But as your lordlhip- 
obfeives, 1 am an evidence for the crown j 
and his majefty, God be praifed, will not 
fix his tribunal in any unrighteoufnefs*^ 
I therefore demand to be heard, in the 
caufe to which I am cited j and all pre- 
fent Ihall be affured that I fpeak nothing: 
but the truth* And you, gentlemen of ^ 
the jury I I petition you to^tercede inP 
favour ef; equity with his lordlhip, and 
to prevail that thele criminals, for luch I 
affirm them to be, fliould not be fuffered 
to get away : and further, that they fiiould 
be inftantly fearched ^ and all that is found 
about them, refer ved tor the iofpedion^ 
of yourfclvcs and h?s loidihip. 

My lord, faid the t^reman, I huii)bfj|? 
conceive that no iU confequence can en-> 
lue, tfom fearching and letting a watcb 
over thofc people; ihcir teliunony is ai- 
veady given, and cannot be inv^dated 
tkereby.. 

WgIIj, 
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Well, added the judge, I would will- 
ingly hear what thts fellow, this turn- 
cqjt has to fay for himfelf. 

My lord, replied the youth, provided 
I approve my truth before God, I fliall 
be the lefs afflifted for having fallen un- 
der your lordfliip*s difpleafure. My name 
is Edward Longfield, 1 was born to hap- 
pier profpeds. My''father was a gentle- 

• man ; and about eighteen months ago, il 
took the degree of batchelor at Qaeen^s 
College in Oxfoid. But misJoitunes 

. and mifunderftandmgs happening in otkr 

; family, I was left to be the former of my 
own fortunes, and, arriving at London, 
I was taken into fervice by my late 
lord Stivers. Be grew fond of me, be- 
yond my merits; and 1 began to par- 
take of bis friendihip and confidence, at 
the time that I was deprived of the moft 
generous of mafters, by the mofi unhap- 
py of all events. 

My lord had one foil to his many vir- 

>tues: it was aa invincible paffion for fe- 
male beauty. The laft night of hislifis, 

^having called me afide, Ned, fays he, I 
mufi take you on an adventure tomof- 

, row. I have pofitively the £neft girl in 
the univerie in chace ; and I mult- enjoy 
her in all events. JBiut the devil on't is 
that ihe is virtuous, though I hope lu^t 

.: . . iacor- 
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iBCOiTuptible. I have put her hulband 
put of the way. upon a feigned adion for 
debt; and I have biibed her maid over to 
my party .^ So that I have nothing to 
cpntend with but her own lovely perfon, 
and that will be the fweeteft difpute in 
the world. Sure, my lord, I cried, you 
would not force hct. Pfha w, f aid he, damn 
your impertinent fcruples. Another fuch 
word, Ned, and you are blown with me. 
I, can tell you, a fine woman, my lad, 
mull be won at any rate ; if fhe is gar- 
rjifoned with virtue, and cannot be got by 
firatagem, Ihe muft be taken by florm. 
. The day following, my lord took me, 
and his footman Robert there, who is one. 
of the witncffes, to a tavern direftly op- 
poiite to the houfe of the prifoner. He 
dined there alone, and kept us in wait- 
ing mod part of the afternoon, in cx- 
peftation of intelligence fton that other 
witnefs there, who has borne falfe tefti- 
mony againft her miftreis. as tie looked 
out, from time to time, at one of the 
ilreet windows, he at lail, as I fuppofe, 
received ihe appointed fignal; for, hur- 
rying down ftairs, he ordered us to fol- 
low. The door was, purpofely, held open 
for us by that woman. Is all iafe. Deb ? 
frys my lord. Yes, fays Deb ; but may I 
depend on tkefe who come with youi 

You 
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You may, child, cries my Icwrd, they arc 
my own people. *Tis very well, cries Deb, * 
I have juft got Mifs Hodgins out of your * 
way. My miftrefs is above, and alone 
for want of better company. To her' 
then, my lord, (he is a difli for an em- 
peror. But, if flie fhould prove too many 
for you, I know where the fhame will lie 
fo!r ever. Well, well, cries my lord, 
ihut the door foftly. Deb; and take thefe 
lads down with you to the kitchen. But, 
whatever ye hear, on your lives ! let me 
have no ilir, I charge ye. So faying, 
my lord went, tripping, up fiairs ; and 
we followed that bad woman to her dark^ 
car region. 

I loon obferved that my companion, 
Mr Robert there, was intent on making 
tip his acquaintance with Mrs Deborah ; 
and, as I found myfelf extremely uneafy» , 
I gave them the flip, without being ob- 
ferved ; and ftealing up flairs, 1 put my , 
ear to the door where I heard the voice 
cf my maften Blefled Heaven ! to what 
furpafllng fentiments was I, then, an a- 
maze4 witnefs ! to what proofs of a vir« 
tue, that cannot be rated at lefs than di- 
vine! If 1 fliduld not be tedious, I would 
deliver to the court ; to you, my lord, in 
particular ; and to you gentlemen of the 
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psry ; the beft account, I can, of thofe 
wonderful paiTages. 

• Hear him, hear him, hear him! wasr 
then almoft the univerfal cry ; till he was 
permitted by the bench, and defired by 
the jury to fpeak with freedom. 

He, then, repeated, in a more ample* 
and pathetic manner, all that palTed as t 
have told you, between lord Stivers and 
my wife. But, flopping, as he drew near 
to the fatal cataftrophe, 1 could no lon- 
ger bear, he faid, the piercing cries, and 
agonizing fhricks of fuch virtue, in fuch 
extremity. Had I bad any kind of weapon, 
1 thought I fhould have done my lord 

food fervice, by protecting the purity 
e was about to violate. But 1 trembled . 
and grew exceeding fick, and, haftening 
down to the kitchen, 1 threw myfelf into 
a chair, and fwooned away. 

While I was in my fit, and Robert 
and Deborah were bufy about me, the 
fat^l firoke, as i- imagine was given, 
and the prifoner made her efcape, with 
her infant in her arms. When I was' 
fomewhat recovered, and had taken a' 
dram of Mrs Deborah's bottle, fhe put. 
down the kettle, and invited us to a difh 
of tea» I requefted my companions, from 
(ime to time, to flep out and liften ; but 
they reported that all w^ quiet abovc^ 
. yiQUlu C itairs; 
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fiairs; and, when I wondered at this. 
Tut, fays Deborah, the lovers have made 
it up before now, I warrant ; lt*s well tor 
your matter if he gets off before midnights 

At length it grew darkiih, and being, 
all of us furpriled that no candles were 
called for, we went in a body, up ftairs, 
and Deborah Ventured, gentty, to tap at 
the door ; but, hearing no voice nor Air- 
ing in the chamber, (he turned the bolt, 
fof^ly ; and, peeping in, ihe gave a loud 
fliriek, and drew fuddenly back again. 
We then entered together, and as I was 
prepared, by my knowledge of the lady's 
virtue, for fome dreadful cataftrophe, I 
was the lefs fhocked and concerned at 
what I beheld. 

The floor was half covered with clot-^ 
ted blood. My mafter lay in the midft, 
already ftiff and cold ; and part of the 
fatal fciflars was,' flilU within the wound. 
We all flood, for fome time, in lilent 
aftonifliment ; and then, with joint tears^ 
lamented bis fate. At length, fays Deb« 
fcorah, I would gladly fee if my bloody 
miftrefs has taken care to providie for her 
journey. So faying, ftie ftooped^ and, 
taking his lordfhip's purfe from his pock^ 
et, flie counted down two hundred and 
iiinetv-feven guineas.. She, then, took 
out his fine gv^ld-repeater } and| next, 

hia 
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bis gold fnuff-box ; and laft took his large 
diamond ring from his finger. 

Come my lads, fays Deborah, my 
lord's filence gives confent, and we caa 
BO more be faid to rob this piece of earthj^ 
than the people in the mines, who gather 
gold from clay. If my miftrefs is^ ever 
taken, flie muft fuffer death for the mm-- 
der ; and they can do no more to her 
for the robbery, and twenty fuch matters 
together. If you will, therefore, be of 
my council, we will comfort ourfelves, as 
ive ought, for this melancholy bufinefs ; 
and ihare a prize between us, that no one 
elfe had a right to, and that no body will 
want. 

Robert did not hefitatc long. In a lit- 
tle time, he appeared more fanguine than 
Deborah herfelf ; and they urged me to 
join them, by a number of interefting 
and cajoling infiances. I was difpirited; 
I was affrighted ; I faw a fcene of blood 
and flaughter before me ; and I doubted 
not that, if I refufed them, I fhould be 
made the fecond- victim to their refent- 
ment and avarice. I pretended to value 
the watch at an unmeafurable rate, and 
that I ihould be greatly the gainer, if I got 
it for my dividend. Mrs Deborah thea 
went to her millrefs*s drawers ; and, tak« 
ing out half a dozen filver fpoons, a 

C a tea- 
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tea-equipage, and feveral articles in hce$ 
and cauibricks, fhe fairly laid themj^e* 
fore us ; and obferved,' at the fame time, 
that her miftrefs would not call in a hurry 
to demand them ; and that the landlord 
would take all if we did not come in for 
fnacks. She then made a new divifion j 
ibe c< mpelled ^e further to accept of the 
foufi b« X. bhe gave the purfe of gold 
intire to Robert ; and contented herfclf 
With thf du mond ring, fome gold medals^ 
iny lord's h^nt kerchief, and the plunder 
©f her miftrels. 

While Mr Longfield was in this part 
©f his ttftioiony, the foreman of the jury 
cried out, Stay, Sir!— Good people, pray^ 
flop thofc v^irncffes, there! I fee, they 
are making off. And now, do us the fa- 
vour to fearch their pockets j and to put 
•what ye find into two bats feverally, and 
to hand them up to us* 

This beifig accoidingly done, Mr Long- 
field, fays the foreman, be plealed how 
to proceed. 

1 have little further to fay^ repMed Mr 
Longfield. Here i& my noble mafter'i 
watch ; and here is hi« fnuff-box. Ihey 
are undoubtedly known to many honour- 
able peribns, at prefent, in court* Andi 
I blefs my Ck)d that I have been enabled 
to pre&rve theiUjt^ for the vindication of 

ianocenge^ 
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ifitiocence> and the illuftration of virtue, 
at this day. 

Here Mr Loagfield pau/ed; and the 
judge cried out, Clerk, hand me up the 
examination of this prevaricator. This 
his lordfliip perufed with a countenance 
and fcrutiny apparently inveterate But^ 
finding that the deponent had not touched 
upon the robbery, and that neither the 
words, ftlonioujly^ nor of malice^ were in- 
ferted in that part that referred to the 
death of lord Stivers^ be tore the exami* 
nation into twenty pieces. Come, come, 
he cried, again, I have not yet done with 
this fame Longfield* I perceive perfeftly 
well, how be came by the watch and 
fnuff box. The transference was not dif- 
ficult, trom the prifoncr, who ftote them, 
to this her ccmfedeiate. But, tell us, my 
wonderfully hooeft trienc! how came you 
to keep tbefe things from their lawful 
owners, tor the vciy long fpace of twelve 
months and upwards I Why did you not, 
immediately, or long before now, giver 
- informations againfl thoie, whom you fa 
Suddenly take it into your head toaeculc ? 
And, why WDuld you luffer that fo ex* 
ceeding chafte^ and innocent lady, to la- 
bour, all this time, under the infamy with 
which her chaiacter, in my judgment, is 
ftill julUy loaded I 

C ^ To 
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To all thefe qucftions, Mr LongficQi 
barely fmiled ; but bowing with his head^. 
^nd making a moiion with hi« hand to 
two gentlemen, who fat on one fide ia 
the bench, Mr Archibald, an eminent 
merchant,, and an alderman of the crty,. 
got up and fpoke to the^following efFeclr 

I wiflii my lord, that 1 could as^ well 
content your lordlhip^ as I can fatisfy tha* 
|ury, and all others prefent, on the arti* 
cles you require;. The day immediately^ 
£ucceeding this fatal accident, Mr Long*- 
field t^ame to me, and* in prefence-of Mm 
Ti urlove here my worthy aii4 fubttan* 
tial neighbour, gave a^detail, almoft word! 
for word, of all that ho has this^ humr 
depofed in court : he then depofited the- 
w^tch and fnuffbox with us^ and didi 
not reclaim them tilL early tlii& mornings, 
Ai5 1 am of his majefty's peace, he, alfo,. 
g-rive in this examination, before mej 
•which however 1 mult not venture fcN 
liaiid over to your lordflrip, tdl I ha\a^ 
your previous engagement that: you wilL 
not tear it.. I thereupon offered to lifue: 
warrants f( r apprehending the delin-*- 
^ents;,but MrLongfield moft fcnlioly, 
aiij jjidiciouily obferved4 that fuch a fte[Kr 
muft^. unquelHonably, ftiut the door a- 
gauiit jiillice. and all knowledge of the; 
^uth^;that. tl^. aiiniuais were two to^ 
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•ne, againft their accufer; that, oh the 
flighteft alarm, they would infallibly ab- 
fcond, or make away with the cffeftffr 
Df which they now held themfelvcs the- 
peaceaWe and unqueftioned poffeffbrs ; ot 
contrive fome further plot, to invalidate 
his evidence;, or, probably, make hint 
away by piftol, or poifon, and fo deprive: 
that unhappy gentlewoman of the only 
witnef» of her innocence* But, fays he^ 
ff they are permitted to enter the court,, 
under the confidence of my confederacy,, 
they will have no refer ve* upon them, n^ 
forefbrmed evafion^, or contrivances fof 
efcape.^ My unexpefted teltimony wil^ 
jfaddenlyjconfouiid their guilt ; and, they^ 
ftiay happen to carry fome articles about 
them, which might ferve for their con-- 
viftion beyond ten witneffes. 

In tlic mean^ tin>e, Mr Longfield, Mr 
Truelove, and I, were folicitous and un^ 
weiriea in our inquiries atter the unfor- 
tunate piiibnerj that we might periuadeT' 
her to Hand her trial, and to deliver her- 
felf up to juftice. But all our fearch pro- 
ved fruitL'fs, till the day in wiiich die was^ 
4ifcovei ed and taken. 

Here, Mr Archibald' ended, and^ the* 
jiiJge exclaimed. Crier! call tne t vo rtnfc 
witneffes into court; that we niay hear 
Vfiui chey fay to thid fair weather Ibeecin- 

.The 



32 The FOOL pf QUALITT. 

The crier accordingly vociferated feveral 
O Yes'?, for Deborah Skinner, and Ro- 
bert Callan, to come into court. But, 
had they been within call, they did not 
chufe to hear. During the attention of 
the court and jury to alderman Archibald, 
they had imperceptibly flipped behind 
theu: next neighbours; and proceeding, in 
like manner, tiom one to another, they 
at length contuunded themfelves with the 
crowd, and got clear off. 

My lord, then, began to fum his 
charge to the jury ; and dwelled, wijh 
much cmphafis, on lome articles. Here, 
lays he, we have loll a nobleman ; a mi- 
niilei ; one of the firft ornaments of ouf 
country, and iiays oi our land. And 
5vhat, I pray ye, have we got, in recom- 
pence of this great damage ? Why, my 
friends, we have ^oi a new thing upon 
the earth j we have got a faving of the 
honour ot a milliner. But, if this prin- 
celb IS inviolate, as fliU is pretended > 
bow caw e flie to be guilty of this moft 
lorrid of all muidcrs, before fhe knew 
Ibwhatextrtmit) hl^ lordlLip would have 
pibcteded I How did Ibe dare capitally 
to execute a peti of ihe realm, on a fim- 
plc attempt, lor which oui laws wiuld 
not have coiifincd a comiiiOn j-orter? 
Ihis woman luuH, ceitanaiy, have been 

a trader 
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a trader in blood ; and hi?r felonious in- 
tents, and malice, arc fully cxprefled, in 
the very pecular ule and inhumanity of 
the weap(^n, with which {he perpetrated 
this moft defperate deed. You need not 
therefore, gentlemen, go out of )^our box 
to bring her in guilty of the murder. 1 
i^^r not affirm, with equal certainty, 
to\ ching the robbery: and yet, tome 
it is apparent, that Ihe could not have 
enterpiized fo barbarous a fact, if flier 
hid not done it in profpeft of plunder- 
ing the deceafed. But, as fhe is capital- 
ly puniihablc in the firft inftance ; I leave 
ye, gentleiTcn, to determine of the fe- 
cond, at pleafure. 

Firft permit us, my lord, replied the 
foreman, to examine what we have got 
in thefe hats. He then drew a IcMig 
purfe, from among the relicks of Robert j 
and having counted out feventy guineas, 
Mr Longfield, fay^ he, would you know 
m> lord's purfe r W it is my matter's 
purfe, faid Longfield, it is ot green filk^ 
and has, towaid the t p, a coronet and 
the letter S. wrought under it, in filver- 
twilh The very fame Sir, moee^l, rejoin- 
ed the foreman, ^nd, now. It us fee 
what Mrs Deborah might have ^ot m 
her honcH keeping? So faying, he t^'ok,^ 
fxQm Uie lecoiAd. iut^ a fma4 wooden box 

&eaily 
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neatly ftuflfed with cotton, in which He 
found my lord's diamond-ring, three 
gold*medals, and the ends of the handles 
of feveral filver-fpoons» Mrs Clement, 
fays he, I imagine we may have got fomd 
of your property among us» Pray, had 
YOU any mark to your filver-fpoons ? Yes> 
oir, laid fhe, . fcarce audible ; a G. at 
top, for Graves, and a D. and A. below, 
for Dorothy and Arabella. I wifli Ma- 
dam, replied this gentleman, that we were 
equally enabled to find an equivalent tor 
your merits, as to rcftore to you this tri- 
fling remnant of your rights. 

Come, gentlemen, cried the judge, the 
day wears apace. It is time for ye to re- 
tire, and confult on the verdiA ye are to 
bring in. 

My lord, anfwered the foreman, you 
truly obferved that we need not leave 
our box for the purpofc you require. 
We are already agreed, and unanimous in 
our verdift. And, 1 would to Heaven ! 
that we were not confined, on this occa- 
fion, to literal precedents and forms of 
law, that we might give a verdidt, fome 
way adequate to the merits ot the prifoa- 
cr, who, however depreflfed by fortune, 
is fuperior in all excellencies ; whom we 
judge to be an^honour to human nature, 
and the firil grace and ornament of her 

owa 
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#wn fex. But, fince we are limited, by 
cirftom, in thefe matters, we do £179 
with one voice, and a confcience that com- 
pels us to utterance, Not guilty, my 
lord, not guilty ! 

The words were fcarce pronounced, 
whm the-court-houfe was almoft fplit by 
a ludden peaU Hats, caps, and wigs, 
univerfally filled the air, and joftled a- 
gainft each other. The triumph was 
caught and echoed by the crowds with- 
out ; and fhe found was repeated, and 
floated, from ftreet to ftrect, till it feem- 
ed to die away, in diftant parts of the 
city. 

, My wife then turned, gracefully curt- 
fying to the foreman, i thank you, Sir, 
:6ys fhe ; I thank ye, gentlemen, fay« fhe, 
again curtfying to the refl of the jury. 
And then, glancing modefl!y round, fhe 
£iluted the aflembly, and iat down. But 
I could not contain my graatude, my 
tranfport overpowered me ; and falling 
on my knees, and lifting my hands to- 
wards the jury, God, alone, can reward 
ye, gentlemen, I cried ; may he for ever 
prcferve the properties, honours, andfa- 
H^iilies, of the worthy citizens of Lon- 
don, from violation and infult ! 

I then fofe, haflily. I flipped out of 
jdic bar ) andf ruihiDg up to Mr Long. 
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field, I catched him> eagerly, about th^ 
neck. I could not fpeak. I hid my face 
in his bofom, and broke into tears. He 
attempted to difengage himfetf ; but I 
held him faft I believe, faid he, you 
muft be Mr Qement, I congratulate 
you, Sir, with ail nly foul. But, you 
owe*me nothing ; I barely did my duty. 

O, my friend, my brother, my prefer* 
ver ! T cried ; I owe you more than life. 
Exiftence had been my greateft of curfes, 
without you. • That I am not, at this mo- 
ment, the deepeft damned of the crea- 
tion ; that I find myfelf the moft bleff^d 
of all beings ; to you, alone, it is owing» 
my Longfield, mydeliver^r ! Nay, hope 
not to efcape me ; we never more muft 
part. You are my captive for life. And 
1, and all that 1 am, or have^. is your's 
to eternity. 

As the people, within and without, 
were ftill in great commotion, the court 
appeared much alarmed ; and the judge^ 
and moft of the gentry, made liome-^ 
ward, through a private door that open- 
ed into a back- alley. But, their fears were 
groundlefs ; for the crowd was wholly 
intent on another objed, and impatiently 
waited for a fight of my Arabella. 

As ihe walked forward, attended by 
Mr I^ongfield and myielf^ they made 

way 
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way for her, on either hand ; and the at-^ 
iBofphere again rung with fliouts and ac- 
clamations. So fincere is the refpe<5t that 
the populace pay to virtue ; and fuch is 
their exultation when innocence rifes 
fuperior to opprcflion ! but, when inno- 
ctnce and virtue are accompanied by 
beauty, their reverence grows almoft cri- 
minal, and approaches to adoration. 

Thus we returned to Newgate, amid ft 
the bleflings, prayers, and praifes, of a 
yielding multitude, who, dill, refpedfuUy 
opened as Arabella advanced. The win- 
dows, on all fides, poured forth congra- 
tulations ; and thofe through whom we 
had paffed, preffed forward for another 
fight, as though their eyes could not be 
fatisfied with beholding. 

Before we entered her late prifon, ray 
wife turned about, and curtfied, three or 
four times, to her numerous attendants, 
with an acknowledging grace and humi- 
lity that feemed opprefl'ed.by their favours* 
She then entered haftily, and, running up 
flairs, fhe caught her child from the 
nurfe-keeper. bhe held him fome time* 
in her arms ; her hofom gently heaved ; 
and the tears rolled, in filence, down her 
placid countenance. But on OHr ap- 
proach, flic turned fuddenlj' into the bed- 
Vdj-. JL D chamb^ 



58 The FOOL of QUALITY. 

chamber, fliut to the door, and conti- 
nued there in private for near an hour. 

In the mean time, I fent out for a Warm 
dinner and a bottle of wine, Mr Long- 
field now told me, that he had, often, 
been tempted to introduce himfelf to us, 
during my wife's confinement ; but, he 
feared that the difcovery of any acquaint- 
ance or correfpondence between uy, 
might prejudice Arabella upon her trial ; 
and that, therefore, he had made ufe of 
the little ftratagem of the verfes, which 
he had thruft under our door, in order to 
preferve us from a total depreffion of 
fpirits. 

When the cloth was laid, I whifpered 
gently, through the keyhole, to my Ara* 
bella ; and foon after fee came forth, with 
a harmony and beatitude of motion and 
afpeft, as though flie had inftantly drop- 
ped from that heaven, which had wholly 
poflefled her ddring her abfence. 

At table, Mr Longfield gave us fome 
heads of his hiftory. He further told us, 
that, after the death of his late lord, he 
had been long out of employment, du- 
ring which interval he had nearly con- 
fumed the whole of his wages ; but that 
Mr Archibald had recommended him to 
one Mr Langton, for the tuition of his 
young fon, and that he was to fet out 

with 
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with the family for their country-feat 
next morning. 

When Mr Longfield arofe to take his 
leave^, I llipt ten guineas into his hand, and 
urged his acceptance of them y but he ob* 
flinately refufed, obferving that he was 
fidgle and could fliift well enough. 

After his departure, with tender adieus 
and warm acknowledgments on our part, 
I difeharged the keeper^ and we took a 
coach home. 

Arabella was now at liberty to revifit 
her old acquaintance. She was careffed 
more than ever ; and took in fo much 
work, that Ihe was obliged tp hire u girl 
to attend the child. 

Thus we lived, in a kind of frugal af- 
fluence. Affliction was no more. The 
remembrance of diftrefs or poverty had 
vanifhed, as a dream. Our days moved 
upon down ; and joy and peace nightly 
prepared our pillows. 

The very extraordinary providence, {o 
evidently manitefted in the prefervation 
of my wife, convinced me, even more 
than all my fufferings had done, how 
little 1 was deferving of the leail of 
God's mercies. 

I took a pious turn. I eagerly applied 
for further inftruction, to thofe writings 
that had brought life and immortality to 

D 2 light. 
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Jight. I began at the creation, and pra- 
ceeded with the deepeft attention and 
delight. Again, another fyftem of mat- 
ter and morals, another world and ano- 
ther God5prcfcntedthemfelves before me. 
But I fhall not, here, detain you with an 
account ot my new faith, as I may juflly 
call it : for, though I always had held 
myfelf, vulgarly Ipeaking, a Chriftian ; I 
found, on examination, that 1 had been 
wholly a flranger to the nccefGty, as weli 
as beauty, of :the Chriflian difpenfation ; 
neither had I feJt a fingle ray of its com- 
forting influence. 

At le^ngth my wife was feized with an 
ague, which was then epidemical, it be- 
ing the fpring of the feafon. I imme- 
diately feed a phyfician, and, after he 
had exhaufled the circle of the materia 
inedica toward a cure, the dregs of the 
difeafe fettled into a rheumatifm that 
principally affefted her arms and hands, 
and thereby excluded her from any earn- 
ings for herfelf or her infant. 

I then determined, if poffible, to fup- 
ply this defeft by the dint ot my own in- 
duftry ; and I cared not how mean or 
humiliating my occupation might be, 
provided I might win a little lawful and 
honefl: bread.. 

According^yV 
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Accordingly, as I rambled in fcarch of 
fuch employment, I obferved a porter, 
attending before the door of a tavern, 
clad in an ordinary frock, with a belt 
about his waift, and an apron before 
him. I thereupon went to Monmouth- 
ftreet, aad purchafed an uniform for the 
like purpofe. I then pafled throug^i feve* 
ral Itreets, till 1 came to a fplendid ta- 
vern, where no porter was in waiting, 
I ftepped over the way, where I depo- 
fited my former coat with a poor Huck- 
fter-woman, to whom 1 pro iu(ed fome 
fmall matter for the trouble I gave her. 
I then drcffed in my porterly robes, and 
applying to the caief drawer, 1 promiied 
him pai t of my earnings, provided he 
pqt me into fpeedy employment. 

I had not ilayed long, till I was dif- 
patchcd to a coniidei^aDle diitauce with a 
letter. I was atterwardo lent on a variety 
of errands and meflages ^ and, by tue 
clofe ot tiie day, I nad accumulated three 
fiiiilings ; hxpence whereof i gave to tne 
dra\ver. 1 Uieii itepped, in hign triumph, 
to my friend tne duckiter woman. ( 
gave her t^^o pence, reaiiUiacd my for- 
mer gaiD, and leit my weeds in her • 
cuilouy. 1 leturned iiOiie, wicn a ladf 
faction to which 1 hid been a ih.an^er 
Qt a long time, and 1, Uiat nignc, eat, 

Jj 3 heaiai/t I 
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heartily, talked cheerfully, and flept iff 
peace. 

1 Gohtinued this occupation, during 
five fucceflive days, in one of which I 
earned to the amount of five flriliings. 

It IS fure, that laying perfonal pain and 
the focial fcelin^rs apart^ human happi- 
nefs does not, in any way, depend on the 
degrees of flation or fprtune, or on any 
external circumftance whatever* It is 

• 

merely domeftic;.itis wholly embofomed^ 
, and cannot live from home. I was, nowj« 
engaged in one of the loweft and leaft lu* 
crative employments of life; but a Di- 
TINE FiriEND was at hand, of whofe fa- 
:vcur 1 was confident. 1 was content, t 
was Ghecrful; and I felt a peace within 
that pafled. all the underftanding 1 Ihould 
Gtherwile have had of happincfs^ thougb 
I had been in pofleflion of the crown-r^*^ 
venues. 

Late on the fifth night of my new oc* 
eupation, as I was on my return, and 
within a few doors of my lodgmg, 1 wa9 
feized and aflaulted by four men, whor 
weie porters as 1 found by the (equel. J^ 
lliuggled the beft I could, and got one o£ 
them under me; but the rdl tell upon 
me, and cuffed, kicked, and bruifed me 
in a mlfepabie manntr. Oho, they cried/ 
)xu. arje a gentleman, and be damned f 

and> 
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and yet, thief as yoir are» you muft fteaV 
into our bufinefs, and glean away the icw 
pence by which we get our daily bread ^ 
but we^l cure you for carrying of bur- 
thens, we warrant you ! 

They^would* undoubtedly have mur- 
dered me, had I not feigned myfelf al- 
ready dead ; but obferving that I lay 
without any figns of life, they made off 
in hafte. 

I rofe as well as t was able, and, hold- 
ing by the rails and wall, got with diffi- 
eulfy home, where, crawling up flairs^ 
my wife helped to undrefs me, and I wcnir 
to bed. 

She then fent for our old phyfician,- 
who ordered me fome potions, with out* 
, wards fomentations toaffuagethe contu* 
fions. I was however feized that nightf 
with a violent fever, which continued 
tapward of three weeks, but without any 
delirium; and, within another week, t 
was able to fit up, though ftill very weakj^ 
and greatly emaciated. 

The laft of our ftock, with the fruits 
of my late employment, were now nearly 
expended on doftor, drugs, and 16 forth* 
Wherefore, I found it neeelTary to abridge 
0ur domeUic charge as clofe as poffible ; 
and, having fent our girl with a token 
foE my porter's habiliments, I gave theny 
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to her in lieu of what remained of her 
wag^s, and with the help of an addition- 
al milling difcharged her. 

I was now able to bear the light, and 
the windows were halt opened ; but, how 
was I fliocked on obferving that my Ara- 
bella and my little Tommy were as pale, 
Sind as much fallen away as myfelf ! for 
Arabella had half ftarved her infant, and 
almoft wholly ftarved herfelf, in order to 
fave fufficient for my fuilenance during 
xny illnefs ; yet flie bore up with a Iweet 
and fmiling femblance; and in her alone 
was realized all that ever I have feen, of 
the boafted patience of ftoicifm, or of 
the power of ChrilUanity in effecting a 
Dew nature. ' , 

Within a little time, I was once more 
able to walk about the room; when, oa 
the day preceding that wherein our quar- 
ter's rent was to become due; Mr» 
Jennet entered with a face wherein was 
pretaced whatever inlolcnce, hardnefs of 
heart, or contempt or our wretched litu- 
ation, could dk'tate, ^ir Clement, lays 
file, if io be your name be CleuieiKt ; 1 fup- 
pofe 1 am not to tell you, that to-morrow 
is quarter-day. And yet, it feme people, 
Mr^Clement, can't afford to eat, 1 f an't , 
fee iiov^ luey can afford to pay rent, Mr 
Clement j and lo you know, 'tis every bit 

as 
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^s comfortable to ftarve in jail, as in 
lodgings. But this is nothiiig to the 
purpofe. I am, myfelf, but a poor wo- 
man, and no better than richer folks# 
Yet poor as I ,am, compariibns may be 
odious between fome people and fome 
people 5 and, then, I don't come for cha- 
rity ; I come for nothing but my own, 
<ind that, you know, is the leatl that will 
fadsfy any body. If you had any one elfe 
to befriend you, but myfelf, you might 
'a' been put upon the parifh before this* 
But, as I was faying, I can't be an only^ 
friend and all friends at once. And I 
muft tell you that I hate objeds ; for I 
have fo much pity in my nature, that it 
pains me to look at 'era ; and, above all, 
I can't abide 'em in my own houfe. And 
fo, as I told you, Mr Conftable will be 
here in the morning ; and he will Ihcw 
you to lodgings that will fit you much' 
better; and fo Mr Clement and Mrs Cle- 
ment, if fo be that your names be Cle- 
ment, I wifh you both a migh ty good raor n- 
ing. And fa away ihe went, without 
Waiting an anfv^er. 

• As loon as Ihe was gone, Hammy, fays 
Arabella, our kind landlady puts me in 
mind ot the wife of hoiielt oocrates, 
whom he took for the trial and exercife 
©f his patience., Ah> how cringmg was 

thi» 
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this woman ! how infolent ,is fervility 
when it attaips any power! But what, I 
wonder, is become of our friends the 
^ Mils Hodgin8*s? 1 would have fent to in- 
quire after them ; but I was petted at 
their ncgled of us, during our long illnefs. 
I will ftep there this minute, and borrow 
as much, at leaft, as will inatch my Ham- 
my from the fangs of this fury. 

So laying, weak as flie was, flie drefled 
herfelf with a chearful air, and going, 
pleafintly repeated. Your fervant, Mr 
Clement, it lo be that your name be Cle- 
ment, I wifh you a mighty good morn- 
ing. 

She was not long abroad, and, on her 
return, I obfcrvcd a kind of heavenly 
ladiance that feemed to beam through 
her countenance, from whence I prophe- 
fied all manner of happy lucceiis. But, 
continmng lilent for tome time, and look- 
ing ea^eriy at me, fhe fuddenly threw 
btifelt into my boiom, and burfl into 
tears. 

i\h ! Hammy, fhe criedy I had hopes 
I was very flout; but ft ail nature, iu 
fpight of grace, conlefles me a coward* 
I thought 1 could have feen you perifh 
with patience, with delight, provided I 
faw a happy immortabty before you. But, 
SLOW that your fufieimgs are at hand, I 

find 
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find them infupportable. I tremble alfo 
for your faith, left it fhould not fupport 
you under the impending trial. Yes, Ham- 
my, all is over. All is finifhed, my love, 
and the hand of our God is in it. Our 
dear Mifs Hodgins's were not to blame ; 
the eldeft died fuddenly, fince we faw 
them ; and the youn^eft is with a diftant 
relation in the country. We have nothing 
further to hope, neither to fear from this 
world. Our God has fliut us out by 
every door ; and will neither permit the 
friendfliip, the humanity, or charity of 
others, neither our own induftry or inge- 
nuity to yield us a morfel of bread ; to 
convince us that we are his, and that all 
things are his ; that when he openeth his 
hand, there is plenty on every fide, but 
when he pleafeth to fliat, there is no r^- 
fource. Whac fay you then, my huf- 
band ? Are you willing to run this laft 
fliort courfe ? The prize is glorious, un- 
fpeakable, and lies within a very few paces 
of youV grafp. You muft run it, my 
hufband, and your repugnance would 

but ferve to make it inluflerable. But 

» 

patience and courage would give you 
ilrength to endure \ and a little further 
conformity to the will of our Difpofer, 
would turn all the bitternefs into delight. 
Our time is done^ our talk i% fiaiihed ; we 

are 
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are already brought to nothing, that ouf 
all may be in God.. 

Yes, I anfwered, it is evident from a 
chain of fucceffivc proofs. I fee the hand 
of God in all that concerns us ; and I ani 
pleafed with any inftances of his notice 
and attention, whatever his final purpofe 
may be. I will no longer ftrugglc with, 
his omnipotence ; nor make my ignorance 
a founding- line for his unbottomed wif- 
dom. If to fee you and our little inno- 
cent thus famifliipg by the hour ; if, in 
contemplating your wants and imagining 
your pains, 1 feel an anguifli above what 
death can give; why, let it be; rend, 
heart, into a thioufand pieces! A^jeriod 
muft at length be put to our fufFerings ; 
and all, beyond, fliall be peace, or what 
God pleafes. But do you, Arabella, do 
you lead the way, my patronefs, my di- 
redor! I will endeavour to keep the 
brightnefs of your example in view ; that 
neither here, nor hertafter, I may lofe 
fight of her, without whom, here or here- 
after, I think I cannot be happy. 

About nine, the next morning, our 
landlady entered, followed by two con- 
flables and two appraifers. Thus autho- 
rized, as fhe imagined, the firft thing 
Ihe did was to fearch our pockets for mo- 
pcy, but without efied J aswchad^xpepcj- 

ed 
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cd our laft pcnay^ the day before, for 
bread. She, however, found my wife'r 
cafe of feiflarsy and other implements for 
ber bufinefs ; and gathering up our boxes^ 
linen, handkerchiefs, and a variety of 
articles, which ^e never had a notion of 
converting into money, (he laid them all 
before the appraifers j who, on frequent 
confultation, valued the fame to four 
pouads nine fliillings, my wife's gown in- 
cluded, being nine and thirty Ihillings 
more than we owed* But this ourhoncft 
landlady very prudently obfervdd was 
fcarce fufficient for cofts, and other da- 
mages, which flie had fuffered, or might 
* have fuffered^ or might yet fuflfer on oiit 
accounts. 

Thus we were turned out, almoft na* 
ked, to the mercy of the elements; O, 
how deeply degraded below the birds o£ 
the air, {he beafts of the foreft, or even 
the worms of the fod, who rightfiiUy claim 
fuftenance from the earth whereof they 
were bred, and have fomc hole apart ' 
•whereto they may creep for ihelter ! 

The world indeed lay before us* tt 
was wide and all-fufficient ; and yet no- 
thing to our purpofe. We had neither, 
•art or part, concern or intereft therein « 
It. was to usy as a harbour to tcmpeft^ 
VoL^lh £ beaten 
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beaten mariners, who are fhut out and 
driven thence, on fufpicion of the plague. 
All hopelefs, weak, and faint, we took 
out way, we knew not whither ; without 
home whereto we might travel, or point 
whereto we ipight fieer. We could think 
of no one living, who would receive or 
acknowledge us; and we feemed to have no 
way, fave that of haftening, as fail as we 
could, from the prefence of mankind. 

Slow and tottering as we went, my 
wife and 1 carried our little Tommy by 
turns; and in the fmoother places, he 
walked with the help of our hands. 
Thus, with much toil and fatigue, we 
got out of London, and repofcd ourfelve$ 
on a bank that lay a little off the cauie« 
way. Here we found ourfclves greatly 
diftrcffed with thirfi ; and getting up a- 
;ain, we made toward a fmall hut that 
:ood befide the road, where they had the 
charity to treat us with a draught of cold 
water. With this we were .wondertully 
xetrefhed and recruited ; and, putting on 
again, Hammy, fays my Arabella, no coa«* 
queior, on his triumphal entry mtoRome, 
ever exulted as 1 do m your toititude 
this day. And v^hat iignifies it now^ 
that it comes to the tcff i It is but to tra« 
vcl, niy love, till we can travel no further; 
and then we drop^ fie and (eady^ and 

ripe 
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■ ripe for eternity. O how fweet it is to 
pcrifli with a patience that is plcafed ; how 
fearful, how horrible, to die ftruggling 
and kicking againft the Ahnighty ! 

As we went gently along, ftill mutually 
fupporting and exhorting each other, I 
applied for alms, from time to time, to a 
number of paffengers; but my voice and 
addrefs were fo feebly importunate, or 
their attention was fo engaged on diftant 
and different matters, that my oratory 
returned as empty as it fet out. 

At length I met a poor beggar-man, 
with a wife and feven children following 
in a train. I looked at him wiihfuUy, and 
having civilly faluted him, I entreated 
fome little matter from his bag or his 
can, to keep my infant from perilhing oa 
the highway. God's mercy, mailer! 
fays the charitable mendicant, I am very 
forry to fee any body poorer than myfelf ; 
but the truth is, that I have travelled a 
great way, and have eat and drank ally 
except this iaft two pence half-penny. 
Here it is, mafter; God's blefling go 
along with it ! I grieve, and fliall gdere, 
that it is not tWo pounds for your fake. 

In expectation of the refrefliment we 
fliould- derive from this fupply, we kept 
on at a creeping pace, till we came to a 
little ale-Jxoufe, that ftands about half a 

£ 2 mile 
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mile from this town. There we enter- 
ed, and called for a penqy-worthx)f bread, 
and a pint of drink, with fome milk for 
the child. "While we fat to repofe our- 
felves, the poor man of the houfe hav- 
ing eyed me with a kind 6f ^arneft com-, 
paffion, You look, faid he, to be in much 
. trouble ; but if your trouble is of a kind 
that may be cured, there is one Mr Fen- 
ton Bt hand, whom Cod has placed in 
this country, as the fun in heaven, to 
give ccnifort to all withm his reach. 

My htait revived within me at thefe 
tidings, and was further prophetic of 
fome happy revolution. Having finiihed 
eur pint, and laid up the remainder of 
our bread in ftore, we difcharged our 
reckoning, at d fet out en our lafi fiage*. 
Ihe piofpeft of fpeedy relief, and the 
pofiibility that it might not arrive too late» 
gave US; IpiritS' beyond our powers^ and 
we puflied on till we came nearly oppofite 
to this houfc, though we did not then 
know to whom it belonged. Here, flack- 
ening our pace, we found ourfelves grow- 
ing extremely fick ; whether it was that 
we .were overpowered by the late nou- 
riihment we had taken, or by a toil and 
fatigue that iurpafled our abilities.. 

Hammy, faid my Arabella, God be 
praiied I it is done, it i& finiihed. I die» 

my 
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My Hammy ; but I would not die within 
the gaze of public paffengers. Help mc 
into the field, if you are able, my love. 
I have no further ufe for charity now, 
fave that of laying my limbs, with de- 
cency, in the the ground. 

She fppke, nor had I the power to an- 
fwer. But overcome as I was by ficknefs 
and anguifh, 1 exerted myfelf to help her 
through the turnftile ; and fitting down 
on the fod, I laid her head in my lap, 
where flic fainted away. Apd there we* 
remained in the fituation in which your^ 
eharity found us.. 



Friend; Your ftory of Clement, my^ 
ftiend, is truly interefting, and in fome' 
paffages may be edifying alfo. I have on- 
ly to obferve, that it is too long tor an» 
epilode, and that the character ot your 
-heroine-milliner is conilrained andunna- 
tural; it is elevated abov^ the fortitude- 
and virtues of man himlclf, but quite out 
of the fight and ibaring ot any of her 
weak and filly fex. Had flie been^a pria-- 
cefs, an emprefs, flie could not have figu-- 
red, in your hiftory, with greater dignity,. 

Author. There lay m> error, Sir; un— 
liappiiy^ 1 did not reflect, that royaity or*' 

- £3^ lla.(ioyai 



54 Th E FOOL or ^AUTT^ 

flatiott \vz^ neceffary to Chriftun rc^gp- 
nation' and lowlinefs of temper. 

Fr. Your drollery is more pfovokingf 
than argumentative, I muft tell you. Sir. 
I was not ipeaking of the lowlinefs, but 
of the fortitude of your Arabella ; indeed 
k exceeds every thing that I have met ia^ 

romance. Such an exaltation of female- 

* ' < — 

charader IS of evil influence among the 
fex; each woman will be apt to arrogate: 
fome of the merit to herfelf ; their vani- 
ty will be inflated, and they will rife, oa^ 
the ftilts of Arabella, to aprefumptuousi 
level with their natuial lords and malterf*. 
Women, unqueftionahly, have their be- 
coming qualities : in the ^ bcdchambeiv. 
kitchen, ^d nurfery, they are ufeful to^ 
man ; but beyond thefe, my friend,- they, 
are quite out of the eltment of nature: 
and coq[imon-fenfe.. 

Au T.I have fadly miftake^ this whole- 
aSiir^ it feem^^ ;: I adually appreherdedi 
that vi'^man rsiight be admitted as a com* 
ganioii to man,, and was^ intcnded,^ occa*- 
fionallyi^ to ioften his temper and polifhi' 
his manners.. They h^vc, at times, form*- 
ed gov6rnors^ kgiflator^ and heroes . The : 
gjncat Pel idea, derived, all the powers oB 
hi8 oratory, and. the elegance of bis tafl^ 
fspom the example and inflrufitions of the.^ 
}bvdy^iii^a) -aiKlthe^Gx^chiaUb caughtt 
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<Rc Spirit of their eloquepce, and the fire 
©f their patriotifm^ from their mother 
Cornelia. 

Fr. Pfliaw, the women you have men*- 

,tioned were but as Angle lummaries, per* 

Kaps one in many centuries, who fliot 

away and ihone out of their appointed 

^hercs*^ 

AuT. Mayhap, T can produce ftill bet- 
ter authority to prove to you, my friend^ 
that woman was not merely intended tcy 
form and inftrud us, to foftcn and poIiQ^ 
the rudcnefs of our mafs ; flie was alfo 
appointed to native empire and dominion^ 
ever man. 

Fr. By all means,, my dear Sir ; I am^ 
quite impatient to be inftrucbed in the 
policies and coniHtution ot tiiis your pet^ 
ticoat' government. 

Alt. Wht^never you fhall*be pleafed to*^^ 
turn over to the third chapter of the firft 
book of the prophet Eldras, you willl 
there find it written to the following puv^ 
^ofe. 

In the reign of Dkrius Hyftafpes* fiio 
€eflbr to the Grand CyruSj (wnom you- 
may have read of in romance) Darius made* 
a great feaft to all his princcb and nobles,, 
chief captains, and governors of his hun— 
fU::ed- ancl^ twenty-fcven provinces^. 

And' 
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J^nd at the feaft, three young antf 
princely geniufes arofe, and offered to dif' 
pute for pre-eminence before the great 
affembly. And the queftion turned on,, 
What was Strongest? And the firft faid. 
Wine is ftrongeftj and the lecond faid, 
The King is flxongeft ; and the third 
faid, Woman is ftrongeft* And then, 
the advocate for the bottle thus began : 

O ye princes! bear me teflimony^ that 
wine gives and takes away according to 
Its mightinefs. It takes away the flren^th> 
and capacities of nature; and gives powers, 
virtues, and talents of its own acquiring. 

It trips up the' wreftler, and lays a^ 
giant low;^ and bears the feeble and the^ 
tearful into the midft of the battle. 

Wine is an opener of hearts, and a re*-- 
Tcaler of fecrets. It raifes hope itito cei»- 
tainty, and gives jollity and enjoyment ia 
exchange for care. 

It untolds the purfe of the ufurer,-and 
enriches the needy ;-and frees the prifon* 
er from his chain, and the debtor froni 
his obligation. 

It levels the rich and the pbor, thehigh 
and the low, the king and the clown, to 
one temper and condition. It can fet 
companions,. friends, and brothers at va* 
xiance;, and caufe rivals j competitors^ 
and enemies^, to embrace,. 

Wine- 
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Wine enlarges the narrow heart, and 
thaws the frozen underftanding ^ it in- 
firuds the ignorant in artSy and to the 
filent and illiterate gives phrafe and elo- 
^utipn. 

It can elevate the peafant from a cot- 
tage to a throne ; for he who is drunk i» 
as great as an emperor. 

.0 ye princes I w^iat in nature can be 
ftronger than that^by which all the powers 
of nature are inverted or iurpaifed ? 

And having fo fpoken, he held his^ 
peace. 

Then arofe the advocate for kingly do- 
minion, and waving his handy thus ad- 
dreffed the aflembly : ' 

O princes I how fbort and fickly is the 
influence of wine I it paffies away as a va- 
pour at the dawning ; we rccolleft it with 
di^guft, or remember nothing thereof* 
£ixt all power, that is dable or durable^ 
iubiiils.in majefty. 

The king is but one man among a 

iiundred and twenty-fcven nations of men j 

. yet he overlceth, connects, and governs 

the whole. His arc the h uiours, coun* 

fcls, and Itrengtb of all his people. 

The fun, who from on high lorketh 
down on the wide world, beholJeth not 
8c once the extent of our king's do- 
jpinion^ Ue mult travel tor the proipe6t 

through 
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through the blue expanfe of heaven, and 
leave the wefterh nations involved in 
night, when his beam, begins to rife on 
their felIow*fubjecls in the orient. 

For the king they plow, they fow, and 
they reap, and plant vineyards. For him 
the liars ihine and ihed influences upon 
earth, and the feafons change to yieM^our 
monarch variety of production. For him 
the fruits ripen, the flirubs drop th^ir 
balm, and the bloffoms breathe their 
odours ^ all winds blow incenfe to him ; 
and the four quarters of the world pay 
h|m tribite day By day. 

if he bids to build, they build ; and if 
he bids to lay wafte, the nations are made 
defolate. Blifs and bane, life and death, 
ruin and reftoration, are in the breath of 
his lips. 

If he cries. War ! it is war ; the ban- 
ners oi blood are let loofe to the wind, 
and the found of the clarion kindles all 
men to battle. His hofts clothe them- 
felves in harnefs, and range in terrible 
array ; and his horfes begin to neigh and 
tear up the ground, and his chariots to 
roll as diftant thunders. They move and 
cover thc^earth wide as the eye can reach. 
The forefts are laid flat, the mountains 
fluke beneath them, andneicfatr the rocks 

nQS* 
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nor rivers impede the march of his ar- 
mies. They trample into duft the fruits 
of the field, and the labours of the in- 
dufirious, houfeb, vineyards, and Hand- 
ing corn ; the villages and towns fmoke 
and flame on every fide. 

Yet none alk the king. Wherefore is 
peace, or wherefore is war ? for he (lands 
exalted in ruin, and is glorified in de- 
llruiflion ; his word is the bolt of irre- 
£{Hble power, and his will makes the ap- 
pointment and fanftitude of law. 

And having fo faid, he fat down amid 
the applaufes of the whole aiTembly. 

Lallly, flow and baftiful, arofe the 
young advocate for the Fair; and bow- 
ing thrice around, he let his words go 
forth as the breathing of fott mufic. 

Great, O princes ! great is the ttrength 
of WiNE» and much greater is theflren^th 
and glory of Ma jest y. But yet there is 
z PowtR that tempers and mi)derates, to 
which rulers themfelves pay delightful 
obedience. 

Man is as the rough and crude clement 
of earth, unmollified by the fluidity of 
u*ater and light. Heaven there foie fent 
Woman, gentle, bright and beauteous 
woatau, tofootbe, torm, and illumine the 
rudeneis of his oiais. 

She 
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She comes upon man, in the meeknefi 
of water, and in the brightnefs of the 
morning-beam ; flie imperceptibly infufes 
Idveand delight into him, and bids his 
aflfediions go forth upon kindred and 
country. ^ 

The planter who planted the vine-' 
yard, and the vinjtner who prcflfed the 
grape, were born ot woman; and by 
woroanr alonjC, the fubjeft and the fove- 
ireign receive exiftence, with all that can 
make exiftence advantageous or deiirable« 

She brings man forth ip his weaknefs, 
and fhe brings him up to his ftrength { 
he is foftcredin her bofom, he is nourHh- 
ed with her fubfiance, and he imbibe$ 
into his being the fweetntfs of hunianity 
with the milk of his mother. 

Without woman, where would be fa- 
ther or where would be child ? where the 
relations, endearments, and connexions oi 
kindred, the charities that bind the wide 
world together into one inclulive family, 
the great Brotherhood of Man ? 

She comes not againft you in the hofti- 
lity of weapons, or fearfulnefs of power. 
She comes in the comfort and mild light 
of beauty; Ihe looks- abaflied, and takes 
you captive ; fhe trembles, and you obey. 
Yet her's is the fureft of all fignioHes oa 
earth} for her dominion is Iweet, and 

our 
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our fnbjeftion is voluntary, and a free- 
dom from her yoke is what no man could 
bear. 

There are no forms of human govern- 
ment that can exempt us from her fway, 
no fyftem of laws that can exclude her 
authority. Do we not ftudy, toil, and 
fweat, and go forth in the darknefs, and 
put our face to every danger, to win and 
bring home treafure and ornaments to 
onr love ? Even the robbers and favag€; 
fpoilers of mankind grow tame to the 
civilizing prerogative of beauty. 

If men feek peace, lis to live in kind- 
ly fociety with woman ; and if they feek 
war, it is to pleafe her with the report 
and renown of their valour, 
^ Even the higheft and mightieft, the 
lord of lords and king of kings, is caught 
in the fafcinating net of his Apame. I faw 
her fisated by his fide; fhe took the 
crown from his head, and gave it new 
lufture by the beauty of her brow and 
the brightnefs of her treffes. I faw her 
chide him in her playfulncfs, and ftrike 
him in her petulance ; yet he preffed the 
hand of her pleafing prefumption to his 
lips ; he gazed fondly and fixedly on her: 
if flic laughed, he laughed alfo ; but it flie 
^ffeded difpleafure, he fpoke and looked 
Vol* IL F fubmiffionr 
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fubmiffion, and was fain to plead and fue 
for reconcilement. 

Here ended rh^ blooming orator. The 
monarch rofe from his throne and gave 
loud applaufe, . and the roofs refounded 
with the fliouts and acclamations of the 

« 

affembly. 

Wherefore it was decreed, ** by the 
«' laws of the Medes and Perfians," that 
female beauty ought to govern the world 
i meeknefs, and that men owed there- 
unto a voluntary obedience. 

Fr, Pray, my good Sir, this fame 
Efdras, is it among the canonical books ? 

AuT. J cannot affirm that it is. But it' 
is h^d as authentic, and very facred, I 
afluie you. 

Fr. It is a pity that your fyftem of 
female government ftiould beapochryphaL 
But, fince you have not proved their do- 
minion to be jure divino, permit me to 
regain my faitii, and to go on with my 
ftory. 

CHAP. IX. 

MR Clement, faid MrFenton, Lam 
fmguUrly obliged and inftrucied 
by your llory. The incidents of y >ur 
lite have been very cxtraurdinary, and 

have 
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have been evidently accompanied by the 
attention and controul of a peculiar pro* 
vidence. The fame providence is, un* 
doubtedly, with, and over all his works ; 
though we are not willing to admit him 
in what we call common^ occurrences, 
and which, we think, we can account for 
witliout his interpofition. But, in the 
paffjiges of your ftory, we fee Omnipo- 
tence walking along with you, Hep for 
ftep ; by fudden fuccelies, by calamities 
as iudden, compelling you to attend to 
him ; wrenching every other prop and 
fuppDrt frjL)m your dependence, (hutting 
every other profpecl and refource front 
your fight ; and never toriaking ycu^ 
in weal or in woe, till he had fujiy con^ 
vinced yoii of his feilowfliip and legard, 
and had reconciled you to the bitteieit o£ 
the difpenfations of your Creator. 

Your ftory, my dear friend, has been 
generally convcrfant in middle, or lovir 
life ; and I obferved that there is fcarce a 
circumltancc in it, which might not have 
happened to any body, on any day of 
the year. And yet, in the whole, I find 
a chain of more furprifing and affefting 
events, than 1 ever met with in hiftory, 
or even in romance. 

God, I iiee, has made ufe of very fe- 
yere methods to call you, and, as 1 may 

Fa fay. 



^4 Tj! e fool of qua LITT. 

fay, to compel you to come ki. But do 
you think,^ Mr Clement, that any me- 
thods lefs fevere, would have been equally 
effectual ? You muft admit they would not. 
iind this demonftrates to me the diffi- 
culty, and aim oft the impoffibility of di- 
ver ing any man Irom that habit of think- 
ing and afting, which he contracts from 
the people with whom he is daily con- 
vcrfanr. In a world of faints, a finner 
muft be a devil ; but in a world of finners, 
the man, who has grace tb deviate, muft 
be a faint indeed. 

Had 1 been in your fituation, on the 
day in which you fay my charity relieved 
you, I fhould have thought mjfelf very 
little beholden to that pcrion, who would 
have plucked me back from my opening 

Earadife, into a world of whof^e woes I 
ad been fo juftly weary. No, no, my 
friend, I did you and your Arabella the 
worft office, as I think, that ye will ever 
receive. It was not to you that God in- 
tended any benefit by rtftoring you to 
life J it was to tbofe, and 1 hope they are 
many in number, who are to h^ve the 
advantage of your example and inftruc- 
tions. k is an advantage of which I, alio, 
propofe to avail my felf ; and I requeft y oun 
ia behalf of my little Harry in particular^ 

id 
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to accept your firft retainer from our 
liands. 

So faying, Mr Fenton carelefsly flid z^ 
purfe bf a hundred guineas into Cle- 
ment's coat-pocket, and halHly calling, 
to know if fupper was ready, left the rooni< 
without ceremony. 

In about an hour the cloth was laid^ 
and Mr Fenton ordered his family to ba 
called together. H« had feldom feea 
Arabella, and never had noticed her, for 
fear of adding to thafc confufion with 
•which he faw her opprefFed at their firft 
meeting. But now his^ lenfes were alt 
open and alive for obfcrvation ; and on^ 
her entrance, he ialuted her, as ne would^ 
have received and fainted a. defcending; 
feraph.^ . 

She had not yet recovered her flefli otr 
Tker complexion ; and Mr Fenton for' 
fome time looked at her, in vain, to dif-- 
cover thofe Itrikmg and irrefiiUble beau*- 
tieSi to which luft had tallen a victim, andt 
Uo which a whole people had borne joint: 
tellmiony, by a voucher of puolic pro-- 
firation and applaule. But ot all that^ 
Mr Fenton had previoufly thought ne-- 
eeffary for producing fuca extraordinary^ 
and aftonifhing eilecfe, he faw nutlimg.but: 
» ientiment of lowhuefs throughout; ai 
luiaethiu^ in face,, in voices ana in mo-- 
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tion, that ^as lovely, for ho other reafoifij 
that4ie could find, but for its being quite* 
impcffible that it fhould not be beloved* 

Awe^ gratitudey^ veneration, and a: 
depth o£ lelf-debafenaent, united to op- 
prcls the heart and Ipirits of Arabella ^ 
and, in the courfe of converfation, iha- 
frequently heiitated,, and blufhed ex^- 
«eedingly.. 

Mr Fenton, with his wonted delicacy^ 
made haiie to diveft her of the weight 
lander which (he apparently laboured.. 
iMacam, laid he, with a diffident voiccv 
and downcaft look on his own part,. why 
this conflraint, why all this biulhing, my. 
dear Mrs Clement I indeed it is a com- 
pliment that we cannot deferve-. 

Ah, Sir, ciied Airs Clement, it is a^ 
compliment which 1 would very gladly, 
f pare, if. I could help it. But, i mufl bc; 
a^very guilty body to be lure;. and my;. 
^^ults 1 iiud muft be very much my ene- 
niieSi when they aie ready to fly in my} 
fcice. every moment.. 

Why,. Mrs Clement, faid Mr Fenton,^ 
do you liold blulhing to bc any evidence-. 
ol guiU?. Geuainly, Sir, laid Aiabella; iti 
can be nothing but a coniaouinels of* 
fome?A hat amils, that ought to give Ihame. 
tOLany; feiifiDic p^ifon*, Mr ierjeant Clc-^- 

i»enti^ 
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«cnt, cried Mr Fenton, pray, what i* 
your judgement on the cafe in hand ? 

In truth, Sir, faid Clement, it is a cafe 
♦o wjiich 1 am not prepared to pkad. t 
&ave, indeed,, heard many and various 
©pinions on the fubj^ed, though generally 
coinciding with that of my Arabella,- 
And more particularly in converfationa 
©f ribald entendre, 1 have heard it affirm* 
cd, that the blufhing ot a v^oman is a fure 
proof of her uadcrftandiog much more 
than became her. . 

Hold there, cried Mr Fenton,. the 
mere underftanding of good or evil can 
no more be a fault in the creature than iiv 
the Creator y the effence of guilt bears no^ 
reference to knowledge, but conliiis in^ 
the, approbation ot evil alone. A woman^ 
therefore, who biuflics at what Ihe dilap* 
proves, blufties not tor hcrleif, but for the- 
^ults of her rude and ill-mannered com^^ 
pany, who have not the grace to bluih^ 
for themielves.. 

When 1 fpeak here of blufhing, t 
■would not be underfiood, by any means^ 
to include the Huihing ot cieiire, or the- 
i^ddenings of anger, or any fuch like tur** 
bulent and iiregular emotions. 1 mean^ 
no other than tiiat ready expreiEon of 
fliame, which, as our Arabeiu Iweetly^ 
Jiiated jjift now^^arilcs Irona an apprehen- 

ixow 
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fion of fomething being amifsin ouTfefvci^^ 
or others. But who pr what is it that ap*- 
prehends, in this cafe ? Is it guilt that iS' 
afraid or afhamed of guilt ? No Itire* 
ly. It is virtue, alone, that can fear or be 
alhamed of the neighbourhood of its ad- 
verfary. 

I will take an inftance from a perfo» 
who is actually guilty of fomething very 
enormous ; and who bluflies, on his being 
queftioned or fufpcfted of th€ tranfgref- 
fion. His blufliing here demonftrates his 
fenfibility ; andliis fenfibility denaonftrates 
fome principle within him, that difap* 
proved and reproached him for what he 
had committed. Arid folong as this fparb 
or principle remains unquenched in the 
bofom ; lo long as the wicked thcmfelvc^ 
can feel compunAion, and be afhamed oS 
wickednefs ; fo long their recQvery is not 
to be defpaired of. 

It is, therefore, from the fountain of vir-- 
tue, alone, that this fluHi of ftiamcfaced'^ 
nefs can poffibly flow ; and a delicacy oB 
eompmidtion, on fucix occalions^ is as ar 
fenfitive plant of viptoe in the foul^ tha« 
feels, (brinks^ and is alarmed on the flight* 
eft apprebenfion o£ approaching evil. 

Well, Sir, faid Arabella, allowing alt 
t^at you have advanced in behalf ot blufli- 
usy (and that u doing them mgr€ tavousi 
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than I fear they deferve) can it amount to 
more than this, that, however faulty they 
may be, they ftill have goodnefs enough 
to acknowledge their guilt ; or in other 
words that they have the juftice to be a- 
ihamed of themfelves? 

Yes, Madam, faid Mr Fenton, it a- 
mounts to much more, and you know 
that it docs. But you are a wicked little 
fophifter, and deferve to be punilhed, by 
our yielding to you the caufe that you 
have undertaken agamft yourfelf. 

When I obferved that nothing but vir- 
tue could undefignedly exprefs a difap- 
probation of vicej I ought ftirther to 
have obferved, that the greater and the 
purer, the more excellent and more vivid 
that this virtue is, the more apt it will be 
to take alarm at the bare appreheniion 
of having faid or done, or of being luf- 
pecled to have laid, or done, or thought 
of any thing amils, or contrary to its 
own nature. 

As far as a guilty perfon loves and ia 
reconciled to guilt, it becomes a part of 
himlelf, and he cannot blufti at it. But 
goodnefs wil) blalh in a clofet, in a de« 
lart, in darkneis, on fearing it was ia 
danger to have laid or done any thing 
unbecoming or dilguitful to its own fen- 
fibiJbitie&: for a delicate virtue is like a 

delicate 
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delicate chaflity, that will blufli to have 
been feen, or even fufpefted to have been 
feen within the fuburbs of Diury. 

But again, where luch a dehcate virtue 
is accompanied by lowlinels, there needs 
not any thing amifs, nor the flighteft 
appreheiifion of any thing aniif^, to ex- 
cite this fweet confufion in the foul and 
in the countenance. Humility will blufh 
to be found in the preience of ihofe whom 
it reveres ; it will blufh tobe thought < f , 
either too meanh or too highly, by thole 
whofe favourable opinion it wiflies to 
merit. 

This graceful efFufion of a virtuous and 
humble heart is, as 1 once hinted, the 
higheft, and, generally, the moft grateful 
compliment that a p-rlbn can pay tp the 
company ; as it is an cxprcflion of dete- 
rence, and a comparative acknowledg- 
ilicnt of fuperior merit. But it is more 
peculiarly amiable in your lex, Mrs Cle- 
jnent ; it is that fliamefacedae(s fo grate- 
ful to God and man, and which in fcrip- 
ture, is called the moft becoming cloath* 
ing, and bett ornament of a woman. 

However, my dear child, as this emo- 
tion is generally attended with fome little 
matter of pain ; the prefent company ^re 
too much your friends, to receive any 
kind of pleafure from a compliment as 

unmerited^ 
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unmerited, as it is whrJly unncceffiry. 
And, m t'ut;h, there is but one thing, 
that I can tuink of, tor which Mrs Cle- 
ment ought to blufh. 

Pray, Sir, don't hold me in pain, what 
is it, I belcech you ? It is for being a re- 
proach almoft to her whole fex. ' 

Ah, Sir, cried Arabella, rifinj^. fmiHng, 
and blufhing, and curtfying down to th^ 
ground^ excufe me it 1 don't flay to hear 
myfelf fo abufed ; and, turning away, flic 
fwam and difappeared in an inllant. 

As foon as ihe was gone,. Clement took 
out his purfe of a hundred guineas. And 
pray, Sir, faid he, what fliail I do with all 
this money ? O, as for that matter, faid 
Mr >Fenton, 1 know people not half fo 
ingenious as you are, who could quickly 
contrive to get rid of a much larger fum. 
Lay it out in decent clothing for yourfelf 
and your Arabella, and I will find fome 
way to have you reimjurfed. In (hort, 
Hammel, I cannot think of partiqg with 
you, if my fortune may ferve tor a fulH- 
cient cementr I will pay you tA'o hun- 
dred guineas yearly, while you ttay with 
me-, and I will fettle on you one thou- 
fand pounds, in cafeot my mortality, to 
put you into fome little tiation of iade-* 
pendence. 

Sir^ 
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Sir, Sir, cried Clement, hefitatinglf, 
you opprefs me, you— Hufti, hufii, faid 
Mr Fenton, putting his hand to his 
mouth, no compliments, my dear friend. 
It is not your thanks but your Icrvices 
that I want;. and you may readily make 
them more than an equivalent to fuch 
matters. I value the inftilling of a fingle 
principle of gopdnefs or honour into the 
mind of my dear Harry, beyond all the 
wealth that the Indies can remif. Ah, 
Hammel, why was not that brat of yours 
a girl inftead of a boy ? She might one 
day have been the wife of my precious 
Harry ; and I might then have had fbmc 
of the breed of tj^is wonderful Arabella. 

But, Hammy, continued Mr Fenton, I 
would not have you, through any jzeal 
or attachment to nie, think of pufhing 
my boy into learning of the languages, 
beyond his own pleafure. Neither would 
I have you opprefs or perplex his infant- 
mind with the deeppr mylterious parts of 
our holy religion. Fir It, be it your care 
to inftruft him in morality ; and let the 
law precede the gofpel, for liich was the 
education which God appointed for the 
world. Give him, by familiar and hi- 
ftorical infiances, an early impreflion of 
the ihortneis of human liie, and of the 

nature 
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Barture of the world in which he is placed^ 
Let him learn, trom this day forward, to 
diflinguifli between natural andimaginary 
wants ; and that nothing is eltimable, ®r 
ought to be defirable, but fo far as it is 
ncceffary, or uleful to man. Inftruftmy 
darling, daily and hourly, if poflible, in a 
prelerence of manners and things that 
bear an intrinfic value, to thofe that re- 
ceive their value and currency from the 
arbitrary and fickle ftamp of fafliioa. 
Shew him alfb, my Hammel, that the 
fame toils and fufferings, the fame pover- 
ty and pain, from which people now fly as 
they would from a plague, were once the 
defire of heroes and the fafliion of na- 
tions; and that thoufands of patriots, 
©f captams, and philofophers, through a 
love of their country or of glory, of 
^pplaufe during life or diftindion after 
death, have rejeded wealth and pleafure, 
embraced want and hardfliip, and (ufFer- 
ed more, from a voluntary mortificacioa 
and felf denial, than our church feems to 
require, in thefe days, for the conqueit o£ 
a ienfual world into which we are fallen, 
and for eDtiiUng us to a crown in the 
kingdom of Eternity. 

bo faying, Mr Fenton got up from ta« 
ble, and oblerving that it was late, wifli* 
ed Clement a good night. 

Vol.11. G 43aff 
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Our hero was now eight years of agcj 
and weekly and d<iily continued to he 
exercifed in featsr of bodily prowefs and 
agility ; and in ads of mental benevo« 
lence, and fervke to mankind. 

Mr Fenton had, already, provided his 
favoiirite with a dancing- matter, the mbft 
approved for fkill in his proftflion ; as. 
alfo, with a notjed fencing-maiier, who 
further taught him the noble Iciences of 
' the cudgel and quarter-ftafF. He was 
now on the fearch for the moft diftin- 
guiflied champion of the Bear-garden, in 
order to accomplifh our hero in the my- 
fteries of bruihng, of wreftling, and of 
tripping; and having, in a ihort time, 
procured the pcrfon defi^^ed, he purchalied 
tor his Harry a fmall but beautiful Spa* 
Difli jennett that was perfeftly dreffed, zs 
they call it, or rid to the menage, ^nd * 
once in every week or fortnight, he ac- 
companied his darting to the riding- houfSj 
in Iflington, where he law him inllrufted 
in all the arts and elegancies of horfe** 
soanihip. 

Thus Harry had bis little hands as full 
of buiinefs as they could hold. But he 
was naturally of an adiive and vivid dii^ 
poiltion ; and time, unemployed, lay upon 
bim as the heavieft and nio& irkfome mi 
all burdens. He» therefore, proceeded 

from 
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from his book to his exercifes, and froin 
one cxercife to another, as an epicure 
does among a number of diflres, where 
the variety of the fcafoning excites in hioni 
a new appetite to each. 

On a day while Mr Fenton was abroad, 
Ned, who would not willingly have ex- 
changed his unluckinefs for the heirfliip^ 
of an eftate, happened to take a little 
ramble through the town. He held a 
flick, to the end of which he had a long 
ferule of hollow tin, which he could take* 
off at pleafure; and, from the extremity 
of the ferule, there arofe a fmall collateral 
pipe, in an angle of about forty-five de- 
grees. He had filled this ferule with pud- 
dle-water; which, by fudden preflTure o£ 
the flick, he could fquirt out, to double 
^he height of his own ftaturcr 

On his return he faw an elderly gen- 
tleman advancing, whofe fliadow, being 
lengthened by the declining fun, attended 
with a flow and ftately motion. As Ned 
approached, he exclaimed, with a well 
counterfeited fear. Look, look ! what^s 
that behind you ? take care of yourfelf,* 
Sir, for HeavenV fake, take care ! 

The gentleman, alarmed hereat, in-- 
ftantly llarted, turned pile, and looked 
terrified behind him, and on either fide ;. 
when Ned, recovering his countenance,. 

G 2^ £ud^ 
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faid, O Sir, Ibeg pardon, 1 believe it is 
nothing but your fliadovf. What firrah, 
cried the gentknien, in a tone highly 
exafperated,^ have you learned no better 
manners than to banter your fuperiors.1! 
and then, lifting a cane fwitch, he gave 
our merry companion a few finart ilrokes 
acrofs the fhoulders. 

Friekd.^ This, I prefumc, muft be 
feme very refpeclable perlbnage, foine 
extraordinary favourite ot yours; fincq, 
•within a few lines, you ftyle him, three 
or four times, by your *' mod venerable 
^ of atr titles, the title of a Gentle^ 
*» manJ' 

Author. Sir, I would not hold three 

.vords of converfation with any man, wha 

• did not i eferve the appellation of Gca- 

tlcmaii, b) ipaiiy degiets, better than this 

man does. 

Fr.. Why then do you^write or fpeak 
wich fuch acknowledged tnfipiopriety ? 

AuT. 1 think for myfelf, but I Ipeak 
for the people. I may think as I pleafe, 
for I underltand my own thoughts ; but, 
would I he linderllood when I Ipeak to 
others alio, Imuft fpeak vith the people; 
I muf^ fpeak in commoa term^ accord- 
ing 
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ftfg' to their common or general accepta* 
t^on. 

There is no term^ in our language, 
more common than t^iat of Gentleman ; 
andf whenever it is heard, all agree in 
the general idea of a man fome way ele- 
vated above the vulgar. Yet, perhaps 
no two, living, are precifely agnred, re- 
{pccling the qualities they think requifita 
for conftituting this character. When we 
hear the epithets of a ** fine Gentleman,* 
«* a pretty Gentleman, much of a Gentle- 
•* man, Gentleman-like, fomething of a 
•* Gentleman, nothing of a Gentleman,'*' 
and fo forth; all thefe different appella- 
tions muft intend a peculiarity annexed to' 
the ideas of thofe who exprefs them ; 
though no two of them, as I faid, may 
agree ih the conftituent qualities of the 
charafter they have formed in their own^ 
mind. 

There have been ladies who dee .tied a^ 
bag- wig, tafferd waiftcoat, new-falhioned 
fhuff-'box, and fword knot, very capital! 
ingredients in thecompofitionof— aGen-- 
tiemsfi* 

* A ceitiin eafy impudence acquired by 
low people, by being cafually converfant- 
in high life, has paffed a man current thro*'^ 
many, Compauics for-r-a Gentleman,. 
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In th« eountey a laced hat and long 
whip msfcke— a Gentkman. 

61 taverns and ia brothels, he who is^ 
the mo^T of a bu% is the moll o£-*ai 
Gentleman^ 

With, beraldf,. every efquire is, indlff 
putably,— a Gentkman. 
. And ^he highway-inaB> in his manneir 
©f taking your purfe ; and your friendit. 
m his manner of debauching your wife ;; 
may however be allowed to.havc — mnek 
of the Gentleman* 

Fiw As yon fay,, my friend, our idea^ 
©f this matter are very vaiiaus an^ ad-* 
•verfe*,. In our own minds, perhaps^ they 
are alfo indetermined ;. and I queflion ifi 
any man has formed, to himielf, a con^ 
ceptioQ of this charafter with, fufficienfe^ 
precifion.. Pray — ^was there any fkj^cb^ 
cbarafter among the philofopher^ ? ' 

AuT. Plato, among the phjk>fophers>, 
was *^ the moll of a man of f afhion;" aacfc 
therefore allowed, at the court of Syi a^ 
cufe, to. be— the moft of a Gentleman. 

But ferioufly,, I agprehend that this^ 
character is pretty much upon the naodcrn^ 
In all ancient or dead languages we have: 
no term any way adeq^ce, whereby wc 
3Boay exprels it. In the habits, manners,^ 
and charadexis of old Sparta and old 
ftpme,, we find aa antipathy to all thereleL* 

• SQueut^ 
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»entsof modern gentility. Among thofe 
»iide and lunpolifhed peopk, yoa read of 
philofophers, of orators, |>atFiots, heroes^ 
' and demigods ; but you never hear of any 
charader fb- elegaat aS' that of— a pretty 
Gentleman. 

Whcu thofe nations, however, became 
refined into what their anceftors would 
• have called corruption ; when luxury in*- 
troduced, and falhion g^ve a fanclion to 
certain fciences^ which Cynics would have 
branded with the ill-mannered appellar 
tionsof dcbauchcry,^drunkeiinefs, whore- 
dom, gambling, cheating, lying, &c. the 
practitioners affumed the ncvi tide of^ 
Gentlemen, till fuch Gentlemen became 
as plenteous as ftap§ ia themiliy-way, and 
loft diftinc*iion naerely by the conflueaca , 
©f their luftre* 

Wherefcwe, as- the faid qualities wene 
found tabe of ready acquificion, and of 
cafy deicent to the populace from their 
betters^ ambition ju^iged it neceffary to 
add further marks and criterions for fe- 
veriftg the general herd from the iK>bler 
^cies -ot Gentlemen, 

Accordiagly, if the commonaky were: 
obferved to have a propen/ity to religion, 
their fuperiors affected adifdain of fuch 
•vulgar prejudices ; and a freedoin that cafi: 
l£ the ceikaints ot muralicy, and a cou^- 

lage 
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rage that fpurned at the fear of a Gotf,^ 
were accounted thediftinguifhingcharac* 
teriftics of—a Gentleman. 

If the populace, as in China, were in* 
duftrious and ingenious, the grandees, by 
the length of their nails and the cramping^ 
of their limbs, gave evidence that true- 
dignity was above labour or utility, and 
that to be born to no end was the prero- 
gative of -a Gentleman. 

If the common fort, by their condufl:^, 
declare a refpeft for the inllitutions of 
civil fociety and good government; their 
betters defpife fuch pufillanimous conform 
nnity, and the magiftrates pay becoming^, 
regard to the diftinftion, and allow of 
the fuperior liberties and privileges of—; 
a Gentleman. 

If the lower fet fhew a fenfe of com-- 
mon hcnefty and common order; thufe 
who would figure in the world, think it- 
ihcumbent to demonftrate, that complai* 
fance to inferiors, common manners, com-- 
mon equity, or any thing €ommon, is, 
^uite beneath the attention or fphere of 
— a Gentleman. 

Now, rs urdcrlings are ever ambitious- 
of iuiitatii g and ufurping the manners 
of their lujeriois; and as this flate of^ 
mortalit) is incident to peipetual change^ 
asid ie:^oluuon^ itmay, hapj^cn that wbea i 

thc^ 
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the populace, by encroaching on the pro- 
vince ot gent ltty» have arrived to theisr 
ne plus ultra ot inlblence, debauchery, ir- 
religion, &c. the gentry, in order to be 
agaii) dittinguiffied, nvay atEume the ila- 
tion that their interiors had forfaken, and 
however ridiculous the fuppolition may 
appear at prefent, hummity, equity, uti- 
lity, complaifance and piety, may ia time 
come to be the diftinguifhmg charadeiif- 
tics of— a Gentleman. 

Fr. Frou) what you have faid, it ap- . 
pears that the moli gene*^al idea which 
people have formed ot a Gentleman, is- 
that of a pevfon of fortune, above the 
vulg^ir, and embcliiihed by manners that 
are fa:hiona!>Ie m high life, la this cafe, 
fortune and f alhiOii are the two conltituent 
in,;i;redients in th^ compofitiou ot modern 
Gentlemen J for, whatever the tafhiOQ 
may be, whether moral or immoral, tor 
or againft reaion, right or wrong, it is 
equally the duty ot a Gentieaian to coa- 
iorm. 

AuT. And yet, I apprehend that true 
gentility is altogether independant of for*^ 
tune or fafliion, of time, cuftoms, , or 
opinions ot any kind. The very fame 
qualities that conltituied a Gentleman in 
the firll age of the world, are perma- 
nently^ iuvariably, aad iadiipenlably ne« 

ceflary 
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ceflary to the conftitution of the famt 
chara^er, to the end of time. 

Fr. By what you fay, I perceive that 
we have not yet touched on your nu)ft 
reverable of all characters. I am quite 
impatient to hear your definition or ra» 
ther defcription of your favourite Gentle- 
man. 

AuT. The very firft time you tire, I 
■will indulge you, if you defire it. 




NED was not of a temper to en- 
dure much, without attempting at 
retaliation ; and directing the pipe of his 
ferule to the front of his adverfary, he 
fuddenly difcharged the full contents in 
his eyes and face, and upon his cloth- 
ing ; and, ilrait taking to his heels, he 
hoped to get in at the door, before the 
flrangcr could clear his fight to take nck- 
tice where he Ihehered. 

Ned however happened, at this time^ 
to be fomewhat <iver-fanguine in his ex?- 
peftations. Mr Snarle, for that was the 
name of the party be: pa: ered, had juft 
cleared one eye, in ieaion, to remark 
^iiere bis enemy enteied^ and hallening; 

hOiiie^ 
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home, he walhed, undieiT^d, and fhifted 
bis linen and cloaths, with leis paflion 
and fewer curies by the half» than he 
conceived to be due to fo outrageous an 
inluit. 

Mr Snarle had himfelf been a humour- 
ift in his time, and had acquired a 
pretty competence by very fafliionablc 
means ; fuch as gambling, bearing tefti- 
Biony for a friend in diftrefs, procuring 
intelligence for the miniftry, and wenches 
for the peerage. He had, fome years 
ago, been bullied into marriage by the 
relations of a young termagant, while he 
attempted to take fuch a (ample of her 
charms as might enable him to recom- 
mend her to an acquaintance of quality. 
She was neither gentle by nature, nor po- 
lifhed by education ; Ihe liked nothing of 
her hufband except his fortune ; and they 
lived together in a ftate of perpetual al- 
tcrcation, and mutual difguih 

Old age, and a quarrelloine companion 
for life, feldom happen to be fweeteners 
of the human temper; and Mr bnarle 
had now acquired fuch a quantum of the 
infirmities both of body and mind, as 
might jufily apologize forapeevifh difpo- 
fition. He had lately taken a handfome 
houfe on the hill for the benefit of air. 
As foon as he had reclaimed himiclf front 
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the pickle into which Ned had put hint, 
he fent to inquire the name and characler 
of the owner ot that houfe whe?e he had 
taken refuge; ard beii/g fuflicienily ap- 
prized of what he wanted to know, he 
walked toward Mr Fenton's, hafteninjf 
his pace with the fpirit and expedation of 
revenge. 

Mr Fenton had arrived but a little be- 
fore, and defiring to know Mr Snarle's 
commands, he was informed, in terms the 
moft aggravating and inveterate, of t^ic 
whole courfe and hiftory of Ned's mifbe- 
haviour. The delinquent thereupon was ^ 
called up to inftant trial. He honeftly 
confeffed* the fads, but pleaded, in mi- 
tigation, the beating that Mr Snarle had 
already given him : but as Mr Fenton 
did not judge this fufficient to reform the 
natural petulence of a difpolition that 
otherwife was not void of merit ; a rod 
was immediately brought, and Andrew 
was ordered to horfe, and Frank to flog 
the criminal in prcfence of the party ag- 
grieved. 

During this operation, Mr Snarle ob- 
ierved that Frank's hand did not altoge- 
ther anfw cr to the benevolence of his own 
heart ; whereupon he turioufly (hatched 
the rod fiom him, and began to lay at 
]Ned with might aad main* Uereat Mr 

Fenton 
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Fenton ordered Andrew to let the boy 
down, and obferving that he would no 
further interfere in a caufe where the ap- 
pellant. aflumed judgment and execution 
to bimfelf, he carelefsly turned his back 
upon Mr Snarle, and left him to cool 
his paffions by his evening's walk home- 
ward. 

Poor Ned was more afraid of Mr Fen* 
ton^s difpleafure, than he would have been 
of a full brother to the whipping he had 
got* But Mr Fenton was too generous 
to add the feverity of his own counte- 
nance to the weighc of Frank's hand, and 
Ned was quickly reiaftated in the good 
graces of the family. 

His genius however returned, with an 
involuntary bent, toward obtaining fatis- 
fadion for the injuries he had received 
from Mr Snarle, provided he might re- 
taliate without fear of dete^on ; and he 
was not flow in contriving very adequate 
means. 

There was a villager in Hampfiead, 
about ten years of age, who had conceived 
an uncommon kindnefs for Ned on ac- 
count of his Ijprightlinefs, his wit and 
;ood humour. To this condoling friend 
le had imparted hib grievaqces ; and on- 
him alone he depended for execution o£ 
the projeA piopoled ior rcdrefs« 

VojL. iL H Oa 
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On a certain moonlefs night they muf- 
tcred four tame cats, and having bound 
fome feuze round three or four inches of 
the extremity of each of their tails, they 
lodged them together in a bag; and fome« 
what after fupper-time, when all the town 
was filent, they marched foftly and cau- 
tioufly to the houfe of Mr Snarle. There 
Ned^ friend, with his knife, dexteroufly 
picked away the putty from a pane of 
the window of a fide-chamber, where no 
light appeared ; and having put fire to 
the feuze. of each tail fucceffively, they 
flipped their cats, one by one, in at the 
window ; and again having pegged the 
pane into its place, they withdrew to a 
little diftance to watch the iffue. 

1 he poor cats remained filent, and uni- 
verfally inuflenfive, while they felt noda* 
niage. But as foon as the fiie bad feized 
on their tails, they began to-fpeak to )OU 
in a language whtJly. peculiar, as one 
would thmk, to (entinienis and founds of 
diabolical intention. 

Mr and Mib Snarle had been jangling 
over the fire in an oppofite parlour, when 
their dilpute was iudi^enly lettlcd by this 
outcry, as they imagined, ot a legion of v 
internals. They inhantly ftarted up, and 
call a countenance of pale and contagious 
panic at each other. But George the 
lootuian, a ilrong and bold fellow, having 

jult 
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juft before entered on fome buGnefs to 
iiis maftcr, turned and run to the cham- 
ber from whence the peal came. He 
threw open the door with his wonted in- 
trepidity ; but this was as far as mortal 
courage could go : for the cats fpying a 
paffage whereby, as they conceived, they 
might fly from their pam, rulhed fuddenly 
andjointlyonthefaceandbreall of George, 
and Dack he tell with a cry of terror and 
defperatton. On however went the cats, 
and flying into the parlour, one tallened 
a'chw in each cheek ot Mr Snarle; and, 
as his lady fcreamed out and clapt hef 
hands betore her face, another fattened 
with four fangs on her beft Bj uflels head, 
and r^mt and tore away aftei^ a lamentable 
manner* 

The chamber-maid and cook hearing 
the uproar from the kitchen, were afraid 
to afcend, and ilill more afraid to flay be« 
low alone ^ they therefore crept foftly and 
trembling up ftairs. The torture the cats 
were in did not permit them to be attached 
to any iingle oujedl. They had quitted 
Mr and Mrs Snarle, and now flew about 
the parlour, fmafhmg, dafhing, and over- 
turning piers, glaflfes and china, and what- 
ever came in their way, as though it had 
been the very palace of Pandaemoniuo* 
kfclf. 
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' George was again on his legs; hU 
snafter and miftrefs had eloped from the 
parlour, and met tl^e two maids in the 
Huddle ot the entry. They concluded, 
nemine Cun. to get as f peedily as they might 
fro'm theminifiersof darknefs, and would 
willingly have efcaped by the (Ireet-door; 
but, ^las ! this was not poffible ; one of 
the devils guarded the pafs, and clinging 
to the great lock with ail his talons^ 
growled aiid7eiled in the dialeft of twenty 
, of the damned. The ftairs however re* 
snained open, and up they would have 
Tuftied, hut were fo enfeebled by thcif 
fright, that it could not be (done in the 
way of a race. 

As they mounted by the help of the 
walls and the banifters, fays Mrs Snarle 
to. her mate, in a languid and foft voice. 
My dear and my jewel, 'tis all along of you 
that I am thus haunted ; your old friend, 
1 find, makes no diflinflion of perfons ; 
and when he comes to take you home, as 
come he will, 'tis twenty to one but he 
takes me for company.. Indeed, my an>- 
gel, cFie& Mr Snarle, in a tone of like 
complacence, I fhoukl much rather he 
would be pleafed to take me fingle where^ 
ever it may be his good pleafure to carry 
lue; for 1 know of nothing that I have 
done {a hei]&oujs xxeitkcr, to have one 
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damnation heaped on the top of the 
other. * ^ 

Having fcaled as far as the dining- 
room, they ail entered and bolted the 
door, and MrSnarle, opening a window, 
faw a large pofle of neighbours who kad 
gathered below. What is the matter,. 
Sir, cried one of them, what in the mean- 
ing of this horrible uproar and din ? one ^ 
would think that hell was empty, and 
that all its inhabitants were come to keep> 
carnival in your houfe.^ 

O, a ladder, a ladder, cries Mr Snarle, 
deliver us, good people, good Ghriftiaa^ 
people, a ladder, we befeechye, a ladder, 
a ladder ! that indeed, cries a wag, is the^ 
kll good turnanhoneft fellow has occa-- 
fion for. 

The ladder was foon brought, and this- 
panic-llricken family were helped down,, 
and charitably condu ted to the great 
inn of St George and the Di^igon; where,, 
with the help ot fack-svhe;, warm beds,, 
and their remainmg teiTO/s,, th^y got a 
hearty Iweac, aad were finewaat co:ii- 
pofed by ten o'clock next mornmg. They 
then got up, and having oreaict^lled oa^ 
Z' pot oi milled chocolate, they hurried to^ 
London, without adventunng to fend to* 
the haunted maniion tor any chango o£r 
duthes^ or liaeu , for they wouid racuer: 
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have put on garments that had been dijpt 
in the blood of Neffus, than have touched' 
any thing in a houfe of which, with the: 
furniture, plate, bedding, and. other ap* 

Eurtenances, the devil,^as they conceived^ 
ad taken legal and full poiTeflion.. 

In truth,, there was fcarce an inhabi*^ 
jfcant of the whole town of Hampilead wha 
differed in opinion on this head ; infomucli^ 
that, as day after day began gradually to^ 
^ut in, all people who had occafion ta 
pafs by the dwelling of the late ejefted 
Mr Snaile, kept more and more aloof to< 
the oppolite fideof the way,in proportioa 
as their apprehenfions incrcafed with tha 
darkneis., And all things in the houfe. 
lemained as fafe from, depredation asi 
though they had been guarded by a res- 
gin ent of- dragoons, 

Imaginar) bowlings wereheard by tha^ 
1|i hole neighbourhood, and tlill continued^ 
to liTue from thence night by night ;andi 
ij was,as firmly, believed, as it was cur-- 
:i[.ently rej^oited, that while Mr Snarles: 
xr.ade his efcapc through the window,t 
Satan clawed ufl a^coUop from his pofle— 
riors, in ear nefl of his carcafe in i emarnderi 
Qik a further* day- 

The cats, Jn the mean time^ lived plen-^ 
tifuUy and at free coft on the cold meatsi 
WiucLlhey fQ.uad.in>the.krtchen and lar*' 

der-ji 
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rfcT; and, as the anguifli of their tailf 
.was now no more remembered, theykep* 
undifturbed poffeilion of their new acqui* 
iition ; £o that during, their refidence not 
even- a moufe was ilirring. 

In about a week after Mr Snarle's de* 
parture for London, he fcnt an undertaker^ 
and a friend on whom he depended, with 
authority to enter the haunted houfe, to 
take an inventory of all the cfFecls, and 
to fell them to the inhabitants by public 
auction. They accordingly borrowed a 
ladder, and got in at the fame window by 
which the family got out. They found 
all quiet, and ftepping fomewhat timo- 
roufly down ftairs, they opened theftreefc 
and back doors and parlour windpws, and^ 
then prevailed upon two or three rcputa-r 
ble neighbours to eater and witnels the 
inventory they were going to take. 

The cats, in the mean time, finding all- 
late impediments and embargoes removed^ 
flunk hlently and unperceived away, and 
retreated in excellent plight to their re- 
%eclive habitations y though Gammax^ 
Gruff and Goody Gurton gave many ^ 
G^urfe to the rats w^ho had lo flead and 
mauled the tails of their tabbies. 
. The inventory being ended, public no»- 
tice was given throughout the town o£ 
>h€. laic to begin ^rccxfely at ten the foU 
; lowing 
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fowing morning. At the hour appointecf^ 
there was fcarce a living animal left to* 
continue the poffeffion of any houfe id 
Hampilead. All crouded to fee the goods 
and chattels of the devil fol3 according, 
to law. The auftioneer mounted his ora*- 
torial eminence, and pranced and paraded 
for half an hoiir, like the fign of the 
Flying-Horfe. in Holborn, without pro- 
ceeding a foot on the bufinefs on which 
ke came^ Sir^ madam, good intelligent 
people, obferve, obferve, I fay, yon ta- 
ble ! what a beauty, what an admirable- 
curiofity is there! that table, gentlemen 
and ladies, is all of virgin-yew, takeii^ 
pure and undiefiled from its native foreft#. 
There's a complexion, there's a polifliK 
it is a lool^ing-glafs in which the favourite- 
Sultana, or daughter of the Grand 6eig- 
©ior, might behold every charm refleded 
with advantage. Note the variety of its-^ 
tints, the luxuiiance ot its veinings ; how^ 
prodigal nature has been, in e^pendtngott- 
this favourite piece ot vegetation fuch a^ 
number of excellencies, fuch aprofufioa^ 
of beauties !. Neither has art fallen flhort: 
ef the graces and perfeftions of nature 
herein. Mark the tafte, the manner, the 
mouldings, how jointed and framed to- 
gether, as one organized body. The: 
operator, no doubt, took, a pleafure, by- 

hi?' 
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his workmanQiip^ to rival the beauties of 

the iuDJed on which he wrought. ^I 

iet it up at five guineas— ——What is five 

guineas, my friends?- Not the hal£ 

of what ye will bid at the fecond word— - 
and what is five times five guineas to the 

intrinfic value ? The curious, indeed, 

have nothing fo rare in their cabinets—— 
Neither ever had prince Arthur, or any 
of the knights of the famous round-table^ 
the honour of fitting round fuch a table 

as this. Gentlemen -— Ladies Who 

bids ? You think the merit's above 

price, and that may difcourage you m- 
bid fomething bid any thing ■ „ 

It is the firft article of fale \ wiU 

make a kind of prefent of it .1 fet k 

up at five {hillings 1 fet it up. at five 

pence What the devil is come over 

ye, neighbours ? have money and conv* 
mon fenfe quitted the world together ? 

Ay, ay, thought all prefent, the devil^ 
the devil I th^at is the cafe indeed : and 
thus our orator might have been preach- 
ing, like St Anthony to the filhes, till thje 
day of doom, before any of his dumb 
auditors wouM have returned a word of 
anfwer» 

The fad is, that as the devil was a per*- 
fonage, however refpedable, with whom 
the wcUr meaning inhabitants of this aa- 

ciesit 
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xient village did not chufe to have any 
manner of dealings ; neither defired to go 
fnacks in matters of property, with be- 
ings whom they held much wifer thafii 
themfelves, and of whofe honefty they 
had but a very flender opinion ; thefe a- 
gcnts of Mr Snarle were obliged to re- 
turn, juft as rich as they came, their rec- 
koning dedufted; and Mr Snarle foon 
found himfelf under the neceffity of dif- 
poling thole, bis qaeftionai)ie comaio- 
oities, at lefs than halt value to ibme 
London-undertakers. But what he loft, 
in point of property, he gained in matter 
of morals ; for he grew extremely cau- 
tion* of addmg to the mealure of his for- 
mer iniquities, for fear of another viiit 
from his recent guefls. 

As Mr Fcntou could »not but be fre- 
quently appriled of thefe prodigies and 
alarms thai kept all Hampftead wakings 
and nightly grouped every family into a 
iingle room; he compared, in his owot 
mind, the difcomfiture and baniihment of 
the unfortunate Snarle, with the circum- 
ftances of the provocation which Ned had 
received ; he found that all anfwered, as^ 
well in point of time, as to Ned's natural 
unluckinefs and talents of invention; 
yet he could fcarce conceive how a chiid^ 
little more than eight years of age, ihould 

be 
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be capable of contriving mifchiefs fo for* 
midable in the execution, and fo extenfive 
in thdr confequeuces. Now Ned was fo 
happy, on this lingular occafion, that no-* 
thing tranfpired; wherefore, as Mr Fen- 
ton could produce no manner of proof, 
he was too delicate to afk any queftions 
on the cafe; left on one hand he (hould 
tempt the boy into a lie, or on the other 
be obliged to chaflife or check him for 
faults that his generofity might induce 
hihi to contefs. 

Matters^ theiefore with refped to Ned 
preferved theirttate of tranquility, though 
Mr Fenton would often view him with 
an eye of wonder and fufpicion ; and could 
hardly bring himfelf to believe, that a 
boy of his extraordinary genius Ihould be 
no other by birth th^n a beggar's brat^ 
Biit here pardon me, Mr Fenton, if I 
diffent from your opinion. With humble 
deference to your judgment in other 
matters, 1 conceive that ai) infant begot 
on a dunghill, orought forth in a piglTie, 
and fwached with a rotten remnant o^ the 
covering of an afs, may have talents and 
capacity above the Ion of an emperor. 



Friend, The fingulaiity of yoqr fenti^ 

meats often iliikes me with alloniihment. 

Do 
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Do you really think in a way apart front 
all other people ? or is it a diftin6lion that 
you affed ? Here you fet yourfd* at fifty- 
cuffs with univerfal perfuafion, with hifto- 
i4ca!l fa6ls, and with the experience as well 
as opinion of all ages. You feem wholly to 
have forgot the circutnftances that at* 
tended the birth and dilbovery of Cyrus, 
of Oedipus, of Romulus and Remus, 
■with a thoufand other inftanccs ; ^where- 
by it is evident, that the beauty, prow- 
els and virtues of great and glorious an- 
ceftors naturally devolve upon their off- 
ipring. 

Author. The great Teutonic thcofo- 
pher, Jacob Behmen, affirms, that a father 
begets the foul as well as body of bis 
child; and this ftrongly coincides with 
your judgment of the matter. All ani- 
mal nature alfo concurs in the fame por- 
tion ; and the offspring of a lion, an eagle, 
and an afs, invariably partake oiF the qua- 
lities of their progenitors. 

In the very early ages of mankind, 
when honour and empire, precedence and 
flation, were affigned to fuperior merit 
alone, to prowefs in the field, or wifdom 
in the council; it is but natural to iuppofe, 
that the more immediate defcendents of 
fiich heroes or patriots inherited in a gr^at 
mealure, the beauty, ffiength, genius^: 

and 
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and difpofition of thofc from whom they 
fpning. But fome thoufands of years are 
now pafled, ray good fir, fincc all this 
matter has been totally reverfed, and the 
^vorld affords but very rare inftances^ 
^whereWa(herwomen,orShcpherdsiwhere 
a Catharine of RufSa, ox Kouli-Kan of 
JPerfia, or Theodore of Corfica, by the 
mere force of genius, have raifed them- 
€elves from obfcurity to dominion. Thefc 
inftances alfo are very far from making 
any thing in favour of your argument; 
tho', unqueflionably, were you to write 
their romance, you would, agreeable to 
your thefis, derive their refpedive pedi- 
gree from the queens of Utopia, or fomc 
;cmperors in ferra aufiralis incognita. 

When time was young, when men 
-Were refpe^led and advanced (as I faid) 
according to their perfonal diftindtons 
and accompliihments, uncommon beauty^ 
ilrength, and agiKty of body, informed 
by fuperior genius and talents, were ac« 
Hco tinted genuine proofs of a royal Of noble 
defcent ; but, in procefs of years, when 
arc had introduced luxury, and luxury 
had introduced corruption amon^ the 
great, a feeble diftempered frame, in- 
formed by a perverfe, pufillanimous, and 
impatient temper, became an indication 

Vol, lit I ^y 
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by no means improbable of the genuine 
defcent of a child of quality. 

Fr. My dear friend, be cautious ; to 
ipeak lightly or degradingly of dignity 
;and ftation, does not become people of a 
certain fphere. 

Aut. With all deference and due fub- 
ciniffion to tho(e who fit in the feat of 
^ofes, or in the throne of Caefar, when 
we fpcak as philofophers, we fhould fpeak 
independent of vulgar prejudice. 

I am not infenlible of that internal re- 

fpeft which the world is pleafed to pay 

to external luftre. If one man acquires 

^ crown, another a red hat, and another 

a coronet, by- means that deferved the 

gibbet of Haman, they inflantly become 

the piefumptive proprietors of I know not 

what catakgue of fine qualhics and ac- 

• complifliments. Wherefore, as I am fo fin- 

gular, fo perverfe* or fo-unhappy, as to dif- 

:fcr Irom the judgment of fo wife a \iorld 

in this matter, ii is the more incumbent 

upon me to bring proofs that are feif-evi- 

jdent, at the lame time that I treat fo reve- 

rable a fubjed with all poflibic cielicaCy. 

. In the firft ages of AC ORNS, when 

. all that fufiained ihe fimple nature of man 

lay open and in common, like light and 

air, as people kiiew ot nothing ^urthqr 

that w a» to be had^ they thought there . 

was 
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Was nothing further to be defired* As 
they had no wilhes, they felt no wants ; 
and neither. pride, envy,covetoufnefs,nQr 
deoauclicry, could commence, before they 
contrived the diihnckions of property and 
materials of intemperance, and thereby 
contrived the caules of quarrel and cor- 
luption. 

But, as Horace fays, " quum oppida ca^ 
«* perunt munire^^ when tliey began to 
build, and let out land-marks, to plow 
and to fow, to fpin and to weave, to han- 
dle the file and hammer ; in proportioa 
jto the advancement of mvention and artSf 
on neceflity convenience arole, upon con* 
yeniciice ele;^ance, upon elegance luxury ; 
new dciiics incieilea and multiplied with 
the means of gratification; leal wiihes 
became the offspring of imaginary wants; 
^s thoie wiflies waxed w.arm, the pailions 
were enkindled; and the vices, laftly, 
grew in machematical proportion to the 
growth of the pafliMUS. 

All hiltorics, as well prophane as facred^ 
in every age, in every nation, and in every 
inftance, bear unqueltionable teftimony to 
the above Hate of fads ; and hence en- 
iues the necefficy of our growing worfe 
and worle, till the pinnacle of art ihail 
put a limit tp defire, till invention ihall 

I %., be 
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be exhaufled, and no longer prolific ©f 
new wants and additional wiflies in man- 
But fo long as untried allurements, fo 
long as iintafted pleaitlres, fo long as new 
objeds can be let np to our imagination^ 
in our eager purfuit after happinefs on 
earth, our wiflies will inflame our impa- 
tience to reach the prize ; in proportion to- 
that impatience, our endeavours will be 
exerted ; in proportion to fuch exertion, 
the fences of law and morals will be broke 
through, or trampled down ; and, in pro- 
portion to the iniufficiency of moral re- 
ftraints, all forts of fraud and violence,, 
of licent^oufnefs and corruption, of de-» 
baiichery and profligacy, mull prevail! 
throughout the woild* 

Fr. From what you fay, I fliould con- 
clude, that people of wealth, of fliation 
and power, are the leafi impaflloned and 
the moft virtuous of all living; torafmuch 
as they are already in pofleflion of what 
their inferiors fa earneftly continue to^ 
thirfl, and to chafe, and to labour after^ 
The gr^at arc above temptation ; the 
world has nothing further to exhibit for 
their feduftion; and, in this light alfo^j,. 
they arc become the moll rcfpeSablc o£ 

all people, 

AuT. Whenever you can make it cvi- 
dent, that, to humble the ipirit of man, 

you. 
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you ought taplacc hicn in authority ; that^ 
to convince him o-f perlbnal defaults ancf 
infirnHties, you ought to inclofe him with' 
fycophaots and iervile dependents ; that, 
to make him tea>perate, you (hould feaC 
him at the table of Lucullus ; and that, 
to humanize his difpofition, you fhould 
remove him, as far as poffible, from af 
fenfe of the miferies of his feltow-crea* 
tures ; when, to cure a nvan of diftemper^ 
incident to his nature, you would place* 
him in the midft of adventitious conta-' 
gion ; then, and not till then, will wealthy 
ftation, aud power, be produftive of re- 
formation and virtue in man; 

Your error lay in fuppofing, that fenfuaK 
appetite, and Ipiritual ambition, wouicf 
ceafe and abate on gratification or indul-- 
gence. But this is not poffiole: thc^' 
ipirit of man is a deathlefe delke ; iis> 
cravings cannot be fatiated,'till it i? pof-^ 
fcfled of fome object that is adequate to* 
its nature ; and, as^his world has no fucht 
©bjedlto exhibit, gratifications only f.rve^ 
to provoke to further defire, or finally to* 
fink us into utter defpondence; And thi$i 
mikes the^norai that was intended by the' 
philofophers,. when they fabled that the* 
fon of Phiiip broke into a pafiivon oi teirs,, 
Oil finding; that no more worlds r^imainedt 
i^ him- to conciuer. 
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Tour pardon yet, I pray Witfr 

relpeft to your opinioD, that thedefcend- 
cnts of the mighty and the exalted inhc-^ 
rit the qualities and excellencies of their- 
progenitors, you fpeak as though this 
earth, and all that was thereon, were inva- 
riably permanent ; whereas the knowing*^ 
ones will tell you, that the one and the: 
othei* are fubje^ to annual^, and even di^ 
urnal, revolutions. 

Perhaps there is not a beggar or flave* 
upon earth, whofe fomctime progeniton 
was not a prince or an emperor : perhaps- 
there is not a piince or emperor upoiv 
earth, whofe fometime progenitor was not 
a flave or a beggar.. Have you then- the. 
difcernment to perceive in the beggar the 
lineaments of the prince, or in the prince 
to retiace the lineaments of the beggar? 
You have not, fage ilr. I will tell you a 
ftory. 

Ihe cardinal Campejius, orfome fucb 
great cardinal, happened to have a difpute 
with the duke of Modena. Altercation 
rofe high. Do you know, fays the prince 
in paffion, that your fat her was no better 
than my father's hog herd? I know it 
full v/eil, coolly anfwered the cardinal j 
and 1 am perfuaded, that had your high- 
oe£s been the fon of my father, you would 

have 
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Bave- continued of the fame profcflion to= 
this day. 

In fuch a world as this, all things arc 
in perpetual change, rotation, and revo- 
lution J it is nature's procefs. As the 
fummer and winter gradually fucceed and 
encroach upon each other ; or as the fun 
dawns and arifes from darknefs till he: 
reaches the mid-day fervour of his culmi- 
nating beam, and thence declines till he^ 
fets in utter darknefs ; even fo mighty na- 
tions, as well as families, have their com^ 
mencement, afcent, and fammit, their de- 
elenfion, decay, and period. The virtue 
of all nations and families begins ia po* 
verty, thence arifes to induftry, genius, . 
honour, perhaps to conqueft and empire;; 
there's their zenith : but then comes on 
the load of ponderous wealth,, that gra* 
dually weighs them down, from this^ 
meridian, to indulgence, fenfuality, guilt,, 
corruption, proflitution, flavery, perdi-^- 
tion. 

Let us now, with the eye of philofophy,- 
eoniider two men in the moft contralted 
ftate that this world can admit, fuppofe a 
king and a beggar. Here the king is 
more higlily fed, and more gaily cloched 
than the beggar ; but if thcle are advan- 
tages deferving eftimation, we behald both 
this luxury and lullre^ furpaiTed by the 
^ ' bee 
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tee in the garden, and the lily in thevalleyi 
Further, whatever the native qualities of 
the king or beggar may be, independent 
of the faid external or perfonal dilUnclton^ 
we may, hou ever, be affured, that an cdu« 
cation in the midft of fenfuaiity and de« 
ception> of the exhibition of temptations 
and gratification oi lufts, of parafitcs and 
pandars, obeifance and proflration, of 
corporal indulgence and mental impofi* 
tion, can be no very good friend to the 
virtues* 

If we carry the comparifon further thatt 
this, we find the body of the king to be 
;is frail, as obnoxious- to pains, dileafeand 
inclemencies, even as naked, poor, andpei. 
riihablc, as that of a beggar. 

But if we take the eye of Faith to fee 
further thai>. with that of Philofophy, we 
behold their fouls alike imraortahot equal 
dignity and extent: we fee creatures 
i:eltmt>ling the Creator himlelf^ breathed 
fiom his own fpirit, formed in his owa 
image, and ordained to his own beatitude 
and eternity* Here all other diflindions 
fall away and lofe their refped ; as an in*^ 
f):ant would do in compariibn of ages, oc 
a molehill in conipariion (»f yon boundle6 
cxpanfe: and here we find a beggar^ 
whom the king Itimfeif is bound to reve* 
jtence^ a& bein^ ti^ UHq]Liej^oxie.d heir of 
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a K 1 N G, in cbmparifon of whom all o- 
ther kings are but as beggars. How utter- 
ly vile and contemptible is all dignity and 
dominion, to fuch an. heiifliip as this ! an 
heirfliip hourly approaching, perhaps juft 
at hand, when the magnificent ruin of 
man fliall be rebuilt, when his weakaefs^ 
fhall put ron power, his corruption put 
on glory, and his mortal be wholly fwal* 
lowed up of immortality ! 

Fr. 1 coiifefs that, for once, you have 
convinced mc. Give me leave to proceccL 
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CHAP. xr. 

SOME time after this, Mr Fentom 
privately took N^d into his clofet,. 
and calling him a good boy, and giving 
him a tew ihilUngs to buy playthings, de« 
fired him to give ti^e bcil hiftory he could 
remembei of iiimfclf, and his adveatures^ 
before he met with Harry. 

Sir, faid Ned, the firll thing that I re- 
member of myfeU, is my going frottk 
koufe to houfe a begging with my mam- 
my. 1 dreariied indeed that 1 was once in: 
a fine houfe, and among fine people, but 
I don't know where nor when; and fo I 
beli«ive, as 1 fa^, it was only a dream. 

Do. 
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Do you remember your daddy, Ned ? 
No, fir, I never, had a daddy that 1 know 
of. My mammy was very crofs to me, 
and ufed to take from me all the money 
and viduals that I begged, and that was 
a great deal, for 1 never let people reit till 
they gave me fomething. And fo, fir, as 
I was faying, my mammy was very crofs 
to me, and ufed to half ftai ve me, arid 
gave me a beating for every hour in the 
day. 

Did fhe teach you your prayers, Ned? 
No, fir, 1 believe fhe had no prayers to 
teach me ; for fhe ufed to fwear and fcold 
fadly. And fo, fir, as I was telling you, 
we begged from houfe to houfe, fome- 
tinies in a rown and fpmctimes in the 
country, till the day fhe ran away from 
me. 

How came your mammy to run away 
from you, Ned ? Why, fir, we were brg- 
ging in your town, and had got fomc 
ha.t pence and fifled our bag, when my 
mammy took up a child at the town's 
end, and ran with it till fhe got into the 
next fields. The child, fir, cried fadly, 
and my mammy went fo tafl that I could 
not keep up with her, do my beft. And 
ib we heard a man fhouting behind us, 
and my mammy turned and law him run^ 
ning after her very- fait, and fo fhe thi:^\ir 
1. dowa 
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down the child and her great bag on the 
ground, and made the bcft of her way to 
the next hedge, and got throu^jh it, fir^ 
and fo I never faw any more of her. 

What became of the child, Neddy? 

When the man, fir, came up he lifted it 

off the ground, and he kifled it a great 

many times, and made it quiet ; and I am 

thinking he was fo glad to fee it, he took 

no notice of me ; howfomever, he took up 

iny mammy*s great bag, and turned back 

and went the way he came. Then, fir, 

J fell a crying and roaring terribly to be 

left alone< and to have nobody in the 

world who would have any thing to fay 

to me; and I wiflied for my mammy a- 

,gain, bad as the was to me; and I ftrove 

to follow her thro' the hedge but was not 

able. And fo 1 faw a great houfe on one 

-fide, and I was very fad when I went to 

it : and there it was that 1 met my own 

young mafter, and he put cloaths upon 

me with las own dear hands, and he took 

-me to himfelf, and lie is ever fince fo 

kind to me, that it troubles me very 

/much ; for 1 can do nothmg at all for him, 

you know, fir, and that grieves me more 

-than all the world. 

Well, Neddy, fays Mr Fenton, do not 
cry iiy child. Be a good boy, and mind 
your bpoky and be mre you tell no Uc9^ 

nor 
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tier do mifchief to any body ; and I wiH 
take care of you, and be a father to you 
myfelf. Dut tell me, Ned, would you 
know the^voman you call your mammy, 
if you ftiould fee her again ? Yes, yes, .fir, 
cried Ned. There was oot a day of my 
life but fee gave me reafon to remember 
her; I (Iiould know her from all the 
-i^vorld, if I was not to fee the face of £gc 
for a hundred years to come. 

I find, Ned, you are not over fond of 
your mammy^ No indeed, fir, anlwered 
Ned ; 1 love matter Harry's little finger, 
and' I would love yourfelf if 1 dared, fir, 
better than a tboufand fuch mammies as 
mine was; and that I lUppofe is very 
naughty ; for all good children, they fay, 
love their fathers an4 mothers. Well, 
Wed, fays Mr Fenton, if you happen at 
any time to fee her among the great num- 
bers of beggars that come to our door, 
<ion*t you fpeak to- her, or fhew that you 
take the leaft notice of her, but come 
and tell me, or honell James in my ab- 
fente, that we may take c^re of her, and 
foice her to confefs whether {he is, ia 
reality, your mother or not. 

While Mr Fenton was fpeaking, An- 
drew entered with tidings that a chariot 
^as overturned not twenty yards from the 
^cioor i aad that iieiesuced the people ia it 

wcw 
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were much hurt. Mr Fenton's humanity 
was much alarmed at the news ; he oi> 
dered the fervants to follow him, and in- 
ftantly hurried out to give all the aflift* 
ance he could to the ftrangers. 

The chariot happened to be overturned 
by the flipping out of one of the linch- 
pins that kept the wheel on the axletree. 
The company had already got out. Thfey 
were an agreeable young couple, Mr 
Fielding and his wdfe, who had coipe from 
London on purpofe to take an airing on 
the hill. Mrs Fielding had lufFered no- 
thing,^ except from her fears ; but Mr 
Fielding's right arm was feme thing bruif* 
cd, by his endeavouring to prcferve his 
lady in the fall. 

TVlr Fenton appeared the greatcfl. fuf* 
ferer of the three, and addrcffed the 
ftrangers with a countenance that con- 
vinced them how feelingly he was iute- 
refted in their fafety. He left Andrew 
to have the chariot fet to rights ; and, ha- 
ving conduced his new guefts to his owa 
houfe, he ordered up a bottle of fack and 
fome Naples cakes to the pailour. 

When they were all feated, and the 
glafs had gone round, I find, fir, faid Mr 
Fielding, that people are apt to be dif- 
gulled with what they call accidents, and 
which may afterward turn t>ut to their 
- Vol, II. K greatcfl; 
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grcatcft advantage. Perhaps I fliould never 
have known what true humanity was, if 
our carriage had not been overturned this 
day. If you knew all, faid Mr Fen£on, 
with a tender bluntnefs, you would be far 
from laying any humanity at my door ; 
iiace I rejoice at an accident, where the 
damage is all yours, and the advantage 
that arifes from it is all my own. 

I would hold fifty to one, cried Mrs 
Fielding, that tliis is the very Mr Fcnton 
we have heard fo much about. Indeed 
madam, faid Mr Fenton, you furprife mc 
much ; if 1 had the pieafure of ever know- 
ing you, there is fomething in that face I 
ihould not have readily forgot. 

No, fir, laid Mrs Fielding, I f^eak 
from information. 1 never had the hap- 
pinefs of being known to you till now, 
"We have a folterer in this village, Hofe 
Jenkms, a poor widow, one of thole many 
perlons you have down in your lift. She 
was nuile to our only child; while he 
lived and was with us, flie was aconftant 

vifitant, but as loon, as loon as — 

Here Mrs Fielding hefitated, her lip 
iTcnibled, and her eye gliftened with a 

filling tear- 1 lay, fir, as ioon as a very 

fad afiair happened, the poor woman came 
near lus no niore. One aay, as we were 
taking the air ihi ough this to wn, 1 thought 
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I faw a face that was familiar to me. 1 
called to-the coachman to ftop. It was my 
old nurfe. She had a family of fmall chil- 
dren, and had fallen fadly to decay, before 
you came', Mr Fenton, to fettle in the 
town. I chid her for-becoming a ftranger 
to us. Ah, madam, faid the kind crea- 
- ture, the tears burfting from her eyes,, 
how could I go near a place where every 
thing would put me in mind of my dear 
loft child — flie ftill continued to weep—.* 
and l«-wept for company— I put a gu^^. 
nea in her hand, and infilted on her com. 
ing to (te us. She did fo. It was then 
Mr Fenton, that we learned your name 
and character ; and you muft expect th^ 
mortification, now and then, of Hearing ^ 
little ot thofe many things that are fpoke 
to your advantage. I am forry, madam 
faid Mr Fenton, ttiat my nothings flxould 
be talked of, left it fiiould inti.nate that 
other people are Icfs oftentatious. 

Mrs Fielding was ftill afFe£ted by what 
Ihe had been faying; and, though Mr 
Fenton wifhed to know what the lad af- 
fair was at which Ihe had hinted, he de- 
clined aiking any queftions, for fear of 
renewing her a(Hi£lion« 

Mr and Mrs Cleinc^nt had walked a* 
broad, upon a vilit, with their papil 
Harry; fo that Mr Featoa aai his frisaJ 

K 2 Ned, 
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Ned, with Mr and Mrs Fielding, made the 
U'holc of the prefent company. 

You are happily fituated, fir, fays Mr 
Fielding. I blame myfelf, and all others, 
■who have any independence, and yet live 
in a city. Htalth, pleafure and fpirits 
are all for the country. Did any poets 
or philufcphers ever place their golden 
acras, or golden fceres amidft fuch a town 
as London h A man can fcarce be himfelfj 
he is coniufed and diflipated by the va- 
riety of objects and buftle that liirrounds 
him. In (liort, fir, I am like many others,, 
the reverfe in perfuafion of what 1 am ia 
pradice; 1 live in a city, although I de- 
left it. It is true that I am fond of fo- 
ciety and neighbourhood ; but experience 
has Ihewn me that London is not -the 
place in which I can enjoy it, . 

Noi fir, faid Mr Fenton ! if 1 was a lover 
of fblitude, if I wilhed to be the moft re- 
clufe of all anchorites that bid adieu ta' 
the commerce of mankind, I would chufc 
London for my cell. It is in fuch a city* 
alone, that a man may keep wholly un- 
known and unnoticed. He is there as a. 
hailUone amidli a great fliower ; he jumps 
and buftles about a while, then lies fnug 
among his fellows, without being any 
aiQxe ohieivcd tliaa if he were not upoa 

earthji 
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earth, till, he melts away and vaniflies 
with the reft of his fraternity. 

I am not for a celt, fir, replied Mr 
Fielding; I love faciety, but yet a fociety 
that is founded on friendfliip; and people 
in great eitics are fo divided and diffipated 
by the multitude of foliciting objects and 
acquaintance, that they are rendered in- 
capable of a particular attachment. I 
imagine, however, that in a well-peapled 
and civilized part of the country, a maa 
might make an election o^f perfons deferv- 
ing his efteem, fuch as he would wifli t& 
live with, -in a happy interchange of kind 
offices and afFedioas. This, indeed, is my 
plan for my remainder of Hfe ; but ther 
law-faits, in which I. am at prefent in- 
volyedj will aot permit me cago in fearcb 
ci my Utopia. 

At law! exclaimed Mr Fenton ; then^ 
fir, you are much to be blaned, or muclv 
to be pitied. 

I hope rather to be pitied than blamed^ 
fejoined Mr Fielding^ Four fuits de- 
fcended to me on ttie part of my own fa- 
ther, and three on the pat t of the father 
€f my wife; and my adverfaries, on all 
£des, are lucd cock.s of the ga ne, that no* 
overtures can induce them to Uiten to any 
terms of cOiBproiiure or accommodation*- 
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If rratters of wealth or property, {ii£ 
Mr Fenton, ai=e really matters of valuable* 
eflimation inlife,itismuchtobelament>ed 
tliat there is no place on earth wherein 
property can be faid to be fixed or afcer- 
tained.. Throughout the regions of Ma- 
homet, and Afiatic defpotiim, life and 
property ai e alike tenures at the will of the 
ruler. Again, throughout the European- 
continent, no man, indeed no natiop., can 
be aflured of their poffeffions, expofed as 
they are to theambition and avariceof their 
alii oft perpetually invading neighbours^ 
Luitly, in thefe nothern iflands, whofe- 
de-e nee Nature herielf appears to have un- . 
dtrtaken by a guaidianlhip of circling 
r< els sand leas; this does not however 
deiend us from intellinc eonvulfions and: 
changes. Think what a general change: 
ot property has been made in Great- Bri- 
tain durirg the two very late revolutions ;i 
I am told that, in a neighbouring coun*- 
trv, the alienation has been nearly uni* 
vtrial ; perhaps a third revolution is alfo* 
at hand. 

It is affirmed, that the civil conftitution. 
of El gland sis the belt calculated for the-: 
iuitiit} of liberty and property,, of any. 
that ever was fr»imed by the policy of< 
riian^.ard criginally, perhaps, it mighti 
Ji4ie. UcwU ib,, wkea. twelve iimple and- 

imgartiali 
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impartial men were appointed for the 
fyeedy trial and determination of life and 
property. 

(Dur anceftors, imqueflionably, were at 
th^t time unbleiTed by the lioeral and 
learned profeffion of the Long-Robe; they 
would not otherwife have coinmitted the 
difpofition of pi^operty (a matter held fo 
much more valuable than that of life) to 
a few men, who could have no virtue un- 
der heaven to recommend them, fave the 
two illiterate qualities of common fenfe 
and common honefty.- 

Thofe were ages of mental darknefs,, 
and no way illumined, as we arc, by thole: 
immenfe a,nd immaculate voluaies of re- 
.fiiicd and kgal metaphylics that now 
prefs the llielves ot the learned, and are- 
read with fuch delight, A man in thofe 
times had no play tor his money ; he was 
either ftripc or enriched of a fudden;. 
whereas now, in the worft caule, hope is- 
left during lite ; and hope is laid to be: 
the greateil cordial in this vale of human 
controverfy.. 

It is greatly to be lamented, that the 
learned in our laws are not as imaiorial' 
as the lui'ts for which they are retaincd,^ 
It'were, therefore, to be wiihed,thatanact 
of parliament might be efpecially palled 
for- that £ur£ofef a matter no way im*- 

j/Tacticablej 



1 1 « The fool of QUALITY. 

prafticable, confidering the great intereft 
tho(e gentlemen have in the^ioufe. In 
truth, it feems highly expedient, that aa 
infinity of years ihould be affigned to each 
ftudent of the belles lettres of our laws, 
to enable them toread over that infinity 
of volumes which have, already been pn- 
bliihed ; to fay nothing of the infinity that 
are yet to come, which will be held equally 
ueceffary forunderftanding the prof eflion, 
of critically diftinguilhing and oratori'- 
cally expatiating on law againft Jaw, cafe 
againfl cafe, authority againfl authority# 
precedent againll precedent, ftatuteagainft 
llatute, and argument againft reafon. 

In matters of no greater moment thao^ 
life and death, juries, as at the beginnings 
are ftill permitted to enter dircdly on the 
hearing and decrfion; but, in matters fo 
facred as that of property, our courts arc 
extremely cautious of too early an error 
in judgment. In order therefore to fift 
and boult them to the very bran, they 
are dcUveied over to the lawyers, who arc 
equally the afiirmers and diiputers, the 
pleaders and impleaders, repreienters and 
miireprefcnters, explainers and confoun- 
ders of our laws ; our lawyers, therefore, 
maintain their right of bemg paidfor their 
ingenuity in puttmg and holding all pro- 
perties in debate. Debated properties 

confcq^uentlj 
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Confequently become the properties of the 
lawyers, as long as anfwers can be given 
to bills, or replies to anfwers, or rejoin- 
ders to replies, or rebutters to rejoinders ; 
as long as the battledores can ftrike and 
bandy, and till the fliuttle-cock falls of 
itfelf to the ground. 

Soberly and ferioufly fpeaking, Englifh. 
property, when once debated, is merely a 
carcafe of contention, upon which interpo'^ 
fing lawyers fall as cuftomary prize, and 
prey during the combat of the claimants* 
While any flelh remains on a bone, it 
continues a bone of contention; butfofoon 
as the learned practitioners have picked it 
quite clean, the battle is over, and all again 
is peace and fettled neighbourhood. 

It is wort'jy of much pleafantry and 
fliaking of fides to obferve, that, in intri- 
cate, knptty, and extremely perplexing: 
cafes, where the fages of the gown and 
coif are fo puzzled as not to know what 
to make of the matter ^ they then be- 
queath it to the arbitration and award of 
two or three plain men ; or, by record, to 
the judgment ot twelve limple honeft iel- 
lows; who, carting afidc all regard to the 
form of writs and declarations, to the 
kpfe of monoiyllableSyVcrbaimiitakcsand 
niifnT:)mers, enter at once upon cue pith 
and marruw of t/ie uuiuu;is^ and in three 
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hours determine, according to equity and 
truth, what had been lufpending in the 
dubious fcales uf ratiocination, quotation^ 
altercation, and pecuniary coniideration, 
for three and twfenty years. 

Neither do 1 (ee any period. to the pro- 
grefs of this evil ; the avenue ftili open* 
and leads on to further mifchiefs ; for the 
diflinftions in law are, like the Newto- 
nian particles of matter, divijib!e ad {njini^ 
turn, rhey have been divioiug and lub- 
dividing for fume centuries pali, and the 
fubdivifions are as likely to be fubdividing 
for ever; inlomuch that law, thus divifi- 
ble, debateable, and delayable, is ^Jecome 
a greater grievance than ail that it was lU"* 
tended to ledrels. 

I lately afked a pleafant gei>tleman of 
the coif, if he thought ic poffiole for a 
poor man to obtain a decree, in matter of 
property, againil a rich man ? He fmiled 
^nd anfwered, according to fcri{)ture, that 
** with man it was impoffible, but that 
« all things were poffibie to God.** I fup- 
pofe he meant, that the decrees of the 
courts of Weftminfter were hereafter to 
be reverfed. 

Perhaps, fir, faid Mr Fielding, neither 
our laws nor our lawyers are lo much to 
blame, as the people who apply to them 
for protedion, for juftige, fatisfadion, or 

revenge. 
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revenge. Might not the parties, who ad- 
Ten ture on the courfe of litigation, begin 
where they are moft likely to end their 
career, in the award of a tew perfons, or a 
verdict of twelve neighbours. 

But the nature of man is pronq to con- 
tention and quarrel. There is a certain 
portion of yeaft or fermentation in his 
mafs, that will have vent in fome way; and 
our courts of law are the mott obvious re- 
ceptacles for the ebullitions of pride, ava- 
rice, ^nvy, refentment, and wiathfulnefs, 
the infolence of temper, and overflowings 
of fortune. . 

Mr Scruple, an attorney, a very An- 
gular man in his way, was lately recom- 
mended to me as a perfon equally qualified 
for alluring or compelling my litigating 
opponents to an accommodation; and he 
told me an exceeding pleafant ftory, as 
well refpefting the proceis and forms of 
our courts Of law, as relpefting the con- 
tentious difpofition of our neighbours. 

Some time fince, Walter VVarmhoufe, 
afubftantial termer in Lffex, was advifed, 
hf lerjeant Craw,"^that he haa an urque- 
ftionable right to a certain tenement in 
the pofleflion of Biirnaby Bonitace, his 
next neighbour and goffip, who fattened 
by the cint of good ale and good hu- 
mour* 

Barnaby^ 
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Barnaby, who equally hated debate and 
dry bowels, oflfered to leave the matter 
in quefiion to any honeft neighbours of 
Walter's own chufing; but Walter, proud 
of a weighty opinion, and as weighty a 
purfe, rejected the proflered compromife 
with fcorn, and took a mortal averfion to 
honeft Farnaby becaufe he refufed to fur- 
render his poffcflioRS on demand. 

Walter Warmhoufe accordingly began 
the attack in form ; but Mr Scruple, whq 
had the uncommon confcienceto remem- 
ber that Barnaby had once recovered his 
purfe from a highwayman, determined, 
as far as pcflible, to preferve the property 
of his old friend. For this purpofe, he 
kept warily and cheaply on thedefenfive; 
and, while he held a watchful eye over 
the motions of the adverfary, he followed 
him clofe through a thirteen years laby- 
rinth of law-forms; and, what* with ex- 
ceptions to bills and replies, expenfive 
cc^mmiflions for examination of witneflfes, 
demurrer, imparlance, and eilbi^n, with 
healings and re-hearings, defer of ifliie 
thereon, cofts of fuit and colls of office, 
fe^ pretty nearly exhaufted both the purfe 
and the patience of the valorous plaintiflF 
Walter Warmhoufe. Whereupon his 
prucient patron, the goodferjeant Ciaw, 
dccaica it high time to coalent tp a mo* 

tioa 
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^lon for referring the cafe to the arbitral 
tion and a ward of certain umpires, though 
jQot of his client's choofing, as at firft 
propofed. 

Soon after this or<Jer, ferjeant Graw 
had occafion to travel to the farther part^ 
of Effex, and his road led to the concerns 
of his old client Walter Warmhoufe. Here 
Walter happened to njeet him, and warn- 
ed him of the manifold dangers of the 
way, and of the numbers of thieves and 
highwaymen that infefted the pafliges 
that lay juft before him. And pray- 
then, very fmoothly fays the ferjeant, 
is there no way through your fields, Mt 
Warmhoufe ? There is. Sir, faid Warm- 
houle, as good, as any in England. And 
may I not be permitted to pafs ? Moft 
lafeiy, and a thoufand welcomes. 

Hereupon client Warmhoufe opened 
the gate that led from the load into the 
fields, and in iffued the equipage of his 
learned advoQ^ate and kind patron. 

Goodman Warmhoufe was mounted 
on a round ambling nag, and rode much 
at hiseafe by the chariot of his malefador. 
Ihey chatted, as they, went, about the 
|)rices of cattle, and improvement of laijds, 
the tall and rife of grain, the neceility of 
induilry ; and, above alj, of the advao- 
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tage of good inclofures, which, as the 
ferj€ant obfeivcd, were emblems of , the 
Englifh laws, and fecured every man's 
property from queftion or encroachment. 

While thus they beguiled the way, 
Walter led his refpeftable patron through 
this field and that field, and through yoti 
gate and t'other gate, and now went a- 
head like a fox, and now doubled like a 
hare ; till, having mazed it and circled it 
for the fpace of three hours, he finally 
condufted the ferjeant to the very gate at 
which he had firil entered. 

How, how! exclaims the ferjeant, me-. 
thinks we are juft where we fet out ; we 
have not gained an inch of ground by the 
many miles we have travelled ! 

Quite as much, rephed Walter, in a 
journey ot three hours, as your honour 
gained for me in a journey of thirteen 
years ; and I leave you, as you lett me 
— — juft where you found me* 

Your ftory, cned Mr Fenton, is as 
pleafant as it is apt ; and reminds me q| 
an oblervation made by Harry the IVth of 
France, that is equally pertinent to the 
iubjeft. , 

A certain judge of a court of law, in 
that kmgdom, had grown aged on the 
bench, and honoured by the innumerable 

lentencei 
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fentences which he had paffed, and whichr 
were all deemed contormable to the moft 
perfect meaiure and difpcnfation of equity. 
The gainers ot the feveral fuits applauded 
his difcernment and juftice to the Ikies ; 
and even thejofers allowed that they had 
no right to complain. The fame of his 
wifdom and integrity reached the throne; 
the monarch was curious to fee a judge of 
fa peculiar a call and charact^ir ; and he 
fent for him under colour of thanking 
him for the great honours which he had 
done to his regency. 

After a moft gracious reception, and 
fome compliments at the levee, the 
prince took him apart, and in confidence 
faid, 

'* My lord judge, the infinite com- 
plaints that come berore me from all parts 
of the kingdom, refpecling the erroneous 
or iniquitous fentences daily paffed by 
your fraternity, caft the highc t luftre oa 
the Angularity of your conduct, and give 
me an eager curiolity to know by what 
meafures you have been enabled to con- 
tent all parties. I adjure you then, by 
ail that you reverence,, to difguife nothing 
from me on this head. You have not 
any thing to fear from my cenfure of 
meaoB that have proved fo veryfuccefsfuU 

L 2 and 
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and you have all things to hope from my 
approbation." 

The judge, thereupon, caft himfelf at^ 
the feet of his prince, and> rifing, ad- 
dieffcd him thus : 

*' To you, my fovereign, as toheavett, 
I will open my whole foul—In the firft 
place, in order to enable myfelf to give a 
guels whether the judgments, to be pro- 
nounced, might be right or wrong, I gave 
all poflible attention to the merits of each 
cafe during the procefs ; 1 daily took mi- 
nutes of the pleadings on either fide; 1 
enlarged and commented on thofe mi- 
nutes while matters werq frefli iti my me-^ 
mory ; and I never interupted any caufe, 
till it had run itfelf out of breath through 
the circuit of forms and due courfe of 
law. 

In the next place, may it pleafe your 
majefty, I never took bribe or prelent of 
any kind, or from any hand, left favour 
or inclination fliould infenlibly tempt me 
to cogg, or give a partial turn to the final 
caft. 

Thua prepared, as foon as matters 
were ripe for a decree — that is to fay, as 
fbon as the refpeclive lawyers had agreed 
among themfelves, that nothing more . 
was to be faid^ or any thing more to be 
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got, on either fide of the queftion — I fum- 
ined up the repugnant merits fo equally 
and impartially, with refpecl to circum- 
fiance, evidence, and ordinance of law, 
as induced both parties, now wearied and 
wifliing for reft, to think that the decree 
muft inevitably be given againft them- 
felves; and having appointed a certaia 
hour for uttering the fatal fentence, I 
got up under vifible concern, and retired. 

From the bench, fo pleafe your gra- 
cioufnefs, I withdrew to my clofet ; and 
having locked myfelf up, I called upoa 
my tutelary and never-erring directors in 
the folution of all knots, and unwinding 
of all intricacies ; in ftiort, I went to a 
little drawer, and took out — ^my box 
and dice." 

" Box and dice!'* exclaimed the mo- 
narch, half ftarting from his feat. ^< Yes, 
fire, replied the judge, I repeat it, box and 
dice. And if your majeliy will be pleafed 
to attend for a few moments, 1 truft to 
convince you of the propriety of this 
proceeding. 

Humanum eft errare. This, my liege, 
is a maxim that has never yet been con- 
troverted by precept or by practice \ and 
it is as much as Co fay, that hte is a mere 
labyrinth of errors, in which all men arc 
84Ppointed to travel and to flray. 

!» 3 NothiJ[xg^ 
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Nothing, fave number and meafnre, is: 
yet determined upon earth : nothing i» 
certain, fave that two^and two make four;, 
and that lines are equal, or differ, accord* 
ing to their dimenfion&. 

All men, further than this, depend up^ 
on reafon, as their enlightener and direc- 
tor in the fearch of truth : and yet reafon 
itfelf has nothing, whereon it may reft or 
depend. It firft doubts, and then pro-^ 
ceeds to examine : it calls in evidence and 
arguments, on this fide and on that fide, 
fro and con: it compares, eanvafles and 
difcuffes; lifts and boults matters, fup* 
pofc to the very bran : it endeavours to^ 
poife the fcales of its own uncertainty, and 
now recovers- fome lapfed drcumflance^. 
and cafis it into this fcale; and agaia 
throws fome new proof or difcovery into 
that fcale, and fo changes its opinion from 
day to day ; while prejudice and partialis 
ty ftand invifibly at its elbow, and at 
length determine t|ie long-fufpended ba- 
lance,, by cafting, their own weights int4^ 
one fcale or the other, according as intee 
reft or pleafure would wifli to prepon? 
derate. 

Truth, fo plcafe your fupremacy, has 
been funk in (b very deep a well, as to 
mock the five-inched fathom of mere hu- 
man ratiocination ^.wlietherit bea deal^it 
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or retailer of phyficsor metaphyftcs ; of 
the diftinctioas in law, or the diftindiona 
in philofophy : and I flatter myfelf that I 
alone, the leaft and moft unlikely of aH 
your majefty's fubjcfts, have hit upon a 
method for fifliing up truth, by a line 
which I acknowledge is not of my own 
twitting* 

Within my memory, and nearly with^ 
in that'of your majefty, particular laws 
have been in force for trial by combat?^ 
and trial by ordeal ; and though at pre- 
fent thofc laws are held to have been ini- 
quitous and wholly abfurd, they could 
not have been inftituted without juft and 
ponderous reafons* They related, my 
liege, as .my fentences do, to the intei^ 
pofition of Providence in the Jewifli lots j. 
whereby all doubts, however general, 
could be fpeedily afcertaincd ; where the 
nation drew lots according to tribes, the 
tribes according to families, and the fa^- 
Hiilies by individuals, till the criminal 
was detecled. 

Thus, in trial by combat, I have knov?rn 
and read of manifold initances, wherein 
guilty courage and prowefs have been 
toiled Tjy the weak and fearful:, and, in 
trial by ordeal, heaven never failed to 
guide the Iteps of the hoodwinked inno* 
ccat between tke narrow intervals of, tijie 

burnings 



12 8 The FOOL of QUALITY. 

burning plowfhares. And thus, confcions 
of my own infirmity and blindnefs, i have 
referred all my decrees to a power of bet- 
ter difcernment; and he never failed to 
determine according to truth." 

** Indeed, faid the monarch, I cannot 
wholly difapprove your' method, when I 
rcfleft on your motive. And, according 
to your account, when I think on the 
plague and, anxiety, lofs of time and lofs 
of fortune, to which my fubjeds are put 
by thefc profeffors of the law ; you hzve 
clearly convinced me, my good lord judge, 
that it would be INFINITELY better to 

CAST DICE AT THE BEGINNING, THAN 
TO GIVE THE MOST RIGHTEOUS JLDG- 
KENT AT THE END OF ANY LAW-SXIT.'V 

While the gentlemen were thus plun- 
ged in the bottomlefs gulph of the Uw, 
IVIrs Fielding beckoned Ned to a remote 
part of the room, and was greatly taken 
with his lively and innocent chat 

Pray, Mr Fenton, faid flie, is this your 
fon ? No, madam, laid Mr Fenton, we 
know not to whom he belongs, poor fel- 
low ; and 1 am perfuaced fiom many cir- 
cumftances, that he was ftolen, in his 
infancy, from his true parents. 

Mrs Fielding inllantly coloured like 
fear let -, and, caftjng at her hui^^and. an 
eager and animated lock, Gracious Hea- 

vea I 
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vcn! fhc exclaimed, who knows, my dear» 
but this may be our precious, our loft and 
long lamented boy, to whom Providence^ 
this day has fo wonderfully condufted us ? 
Madam, faid Mr Fcnton, it is thought 
that hundreds of children are yearly fpi- 
rited away from their parents, by giplies, 
by beggars to excite charity, and by kid* 
Bappers to carry to the plantations ; but 1 
hear of very few that ever have been re- 
ft ored, except in romance. Pray, hacj 
you any particular memorandum or mark 
whereby you would know him to be your 
child, on the prefumption of his being' 
found ? 

Alas I no, Sir, faid Mrs Fielding; he 
was fcarce two years old when his nurfe 
got leave to go and lee a relation, the only 
vilit, poor woman, that fhe made from the 
tinve the took my child to the breail. She , 
left him in the care of the houfemaid, 
who ufed to careis him with particular 
tendernefs. He Hood with her at the door j 
fome one called her in luddenly, buti 
quickly returning, my child was gone ! 

Ah ! could the wretches who took him 
have guefled at the heart-rending anguifh 
^ which that lofs coft me, it were not in the 
nature of barbarians, of brutes, of fiends 
themfelves, to have imagined a deed of 
fiich dcadlinefs,^ For threcday s and nightsi 

life 
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life hovered like a flame that was juft dc-^ 
parting, and was only retained by my 
frequent and long fwoonings, that, for 
a time, ihut up all fenfe and recollcc-* 
tion. Neither do I think that my dear 
hufband fuffered much lefs than myfelf, 
however he might c(;nftrain and exert his 
fpirifs to keep up, as it were, fomc ap- 
pearance of manlmefs. 

We diipatched cryers throughout the 
city, and through all the neighbouring 
towns, with offers of vaft tecompence 
to any who fhould dif*. over and reiloieour 
child to us ; and we continued, f(T years, 
to adveitife him in ail the public papers.. 
But, alas, he mult have been taken by 
fome very illiterate wretches who could 
not read, and wlio never heard ot the re- 
wards that were offered ; their own mte- 
rell mull otherwile have engaged them 
to return him. Pray, Mr Fenton, how 
did you come by this pretty boy ? 

Here Neu affiRed Mr Fenton to give 
a detail, refpeftiiig himielf, ot the circum- 
fiances alieady recited; and Mr Fenton 
mentioned the precaution he had taken 
for feizing his former mammy, it ever 
flie (hould make her appearance. 

If heaven Ihould ever blefs me with 
more children, faid Mr Fielding, 1 have 
determined to fix tome indelible mark up* 

on 
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^n them, fuch as th^t of the Jerufalem- 
L t eis, that, in cafe of acciHent, I may 
be able to difcover and afcertain my own 
offVpnng from all others. Such a pre- 
caution, faid Mr Fen ton, is more efpc- 
cially incumbent on thofe who fend their 
children abroad to be nurfed ; where it is 
pra<5licable for fofterers to impofe a living 
infant in the place of one who has died ; 
or, by an exchange, to prefer a child of 
their own to an inheritance : for the fea- 
tures of infancy generally change to a 
degree that fliortly leaves no trace of the 
original cad of countenance; and it is 
common with parents to leave their chil- 
dren at nurfc, for years, without feeing 
or renewing the memory ot their afpecls. 
Mr Fcnton, fays Mrs F»elding[, will you 
give mc your intereft in this fweet found- 
ling? I will regard him as my own child, 
I will be good to him for the fake of the 
one I have loft. TcU me, my dear, will 

you come and live with mc ? What 

fay you Ned, lays Mr Fenton, would yott 
like to go and live with that lady ? O Sir, 
cried Ned, could I find in my heart to 
leav^ matter Harry and you, to be lure I 
would give the world to be \l^th this dear 
lady. So faying, he catched at her hand 
and preffed it eagerly to his lips. Mrs 
Fidding found herleli furpnzed and agi- 
tated 
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stated by this a<^ion; and taking him 
in her arms, and repeatedly kiffiiig hrto, 
the gufh of paffion ^hich Ihe had fome- 
tinic lupprefled, .broke forth; and fheV 
flicd a plenteous (hower of tears upon 
iiim. ' 

Word being now brought that the cha- 
riot was put to rights, and at the door, 
Mr and MrsFielding took a tender fare- 
wel of Mr renton and Ned, and fet off 
for London. 

As 'we propofe, after the manner of the 
celebrated Vertot^ to drop all thft heavy 
and inanimate parts of our hiflory, and 
to retain nothing but the life and fpirit 
thereof; we take the liberty to pats over 
a few months, during which nothing ma- 
terial happened, fave that oiir Haiiy in- 
creafed in flature, and in all p^rfonal and 
mental accomplifhments. 

It was the latter end of Auguft, the 
weather fair and pleafant, when Harry 
jflued forth to his little Campus martiusy 
accompanied by Neddy and the faithful 
James. 

He was there met by his cuflomary 
companions in arms; and they had neatly 
fettled theifrcourles and exerciics for the 
evening, when a young phoenomenon of 
aobility made his appearauce, like a phoe- 
nix 
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nix among the vulgar birds, attended by 
two fcrvants in flaming liveries. 

All the boys, except Harry, ajid Ned 
who kept ch3fe to him, immediately ap* 
proached the glitteriftg ftranger, and paid 
their refpefts with admiration, and a 
kind of aiikward obeifance ; while Harry- 
eyed him aikance, with a half (uUen and 
half difdainful regard, and, notwithftand- 
ing the native benevolence of his temper, 
felt no kind of complacence in his bofom 
toward him. 

The young nobleman, to make a pa- 
rade of his wealth, and at the fame time 
to indulge his petulance of difpofition, 
took a handful ot fixpences and fhillings 
from his pocket, and throwing them a- 
xnong the crew, cried, A Icramble, boys, 
a fcramble ! , 

Hereupon a fcuffle-royal ioftantly en* 
fucd. All of them, fave three, eagerly 
grappled at the pieces that had fixed their 
eye; while each at the fame time feized 
and firuggled with his fellow. Qur hero^ 
meanwhile, obferved all that pafTed with 
a diiUnguifhing attention. But, as the 
caufe of quarrel was quickly conveyed 
from fight, nothing woriie happened thaa 
a fcMf trips and boxes, to which the par- 
ties had been accuftomed, and tlicretorc 
Voj-. il, M 4id 
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did not refent ^ infoMuch thaf my lord 
was wholly defeated of the benevolent 
intention of his generofity, and looked 
upon himfelf as defrauded of his coin. 

Tocompenfate this difappointmen t, and 
to make furer, for the future, of his dear- 
ly beloved mifchi^f ; he took a crown-* 
piece from his pocket, and holding it up 
to the full view of the aflembly, he pro- 
claimed it as the prize of viftory between 
any two, who ihould fiep forth on the 
fpot, and engage in a^ boxing match. At 
the word an unknown champion fprung 
forward, inilantly flripped^ and challen- 
ged the field. 

This unknown had arrivjcd but that 
very morning, with his parents, who came 
to lettle at the village. He was by, nature 
a very valiant but very quarrelfoiiie boy ; 
}xt hzd confequently been engaged in a 
number of occalional combats, wherein 
he had generally come oflF viftorious ; and 
this gave him as full an afiurance of coa- 
queft as though his brow had already re- 
ceived the wreath. 

The (Iranger in bulk and ftature ex- 
ceeded the field, and no one had yet of- 
fered himielf an antagonift ; when Harry 
ftepping up, thus addrefled him in a gen- 
tle but admoniflung accent. 

I£nd 
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I find, fir, you arc a firanger ; you are 
therefore to be excufcd for behaving a* 
mifs, as you are yet ifnacquainted with 
the laws of this place. But I muft now 
be fo free to inform you, that whoever 
quarrels here or boxes for money, muft 
afterwards take ^a turn with me for no- 
thing. As well before as after, brifkly re- 
plied the advcrfary ; but I fcorn to take 
you at an advantage, prepare yourfelf 
and ftrip ! You muft firft fhew me, re-- 
joined Harry, that you arc worth ftripping 
for. 

The unknown inftantly fired at what he 
held to be ^ boaftful infult, and, leaping 
forward, aimed a punch at Harry's fto- 
mach with all his force ; when Harry 
nimbly catching the right wrift of his 
advcrfary in his left hand, and giving ' 
him, at the fame inftant, a fudden trip 
with his right foot, and a ftroke acrols 
the neck with his right arm, the (Irange 
hero's heels flew up, and his flioulders and ^ 
head came with a fquelch to the earth. 

As this unfortunate champion lay, a- ' 
fionifhed, difmayed, and wholly difquali- 
ficd by his fall from further contention ; 
Harry generouHy ftepped forward and 
offered to raife him. But, turning from 
him, he painfully and flowly arole, and 
muttering fomething not intelligible, he 

Ms walke4 
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walked away with a fuUen, but ipuc% 
jibafed motion. 

Harry's companions, hereat, began to 
fet up a cry of triumph and derifioa 
after the vanquiihed. But Harry fuddenly 
flopped them and cried. For ihame, my 
friends ! he is a brave boy, and deferves to 
be honoured, though a ftrangcr to our 
ways ; and 1 hope, in my heart, that he 
may not be hurt, nor difcouraged from 
coming among us any more.. 

Our young nobleman, mean while, had 
©bferved all that palled, andconfidercdour 
hero with an envious and indignant at- 
tention ; when Harry, calling to him the 
three b( ys who had declined to partake df 
the fcramble for my lord's moneys My 
good boys, cries he aloud, you had the 
honpur to ref ufe to quarrel and tear your 
companions and friends to pieces, for the 
dirty matter of a few lixpencts, and the 
firli part of your reward (hall be many 
fixpences. 

So laying, he put his hand in his 
pocket, and taking out three crowns, 
made a prefent of one to each. Then, 
feeling a fecret touch of Cell-approbation, 
be turned to my lords fervants, and ad- 
dreffed them, in an accent, and with aa 
aAion rather too highly elevated : Go,, 
hft Qxkdf, nay feiends, take your young. 

- - maileii 



. The fool op QlTALmr. ijr 

Iftafter home to his father and mother; 
and tell then, from me, that, (ince they 
have ahrcady made him a Lord, I wi(h 
the next thi^ig they do, would be to make 
him a Gentleman ! 

What, you fcoundrel, cried my lord,' 
do you tell me, to my face, that I am not 
a Gentleman ? and, flying inftantly at 
Harry, he gave him a fmart ftroke on the- 
left cheek, Harry had juft begun to re- 
collect his error : but, being again kindled 
t^ quick refentment, he half repreOTed and 
half enforced a fudden punch which he 
reached at the nofe of his lordthip, who, 
giving^ a fcream, fell backward, and mea* 
fiired his length on the field* 

The two fervants immediately (looped- 
tb r^ib their bleeding matter ; and one of 
them, highly exafperated to fee his lori 
in that condition^ turned furiouil/ upoa 
Hi^^y^, in order to chaftife hun* Bac Jack 
Freeman, his fellow fervant,ltrait ciu^ht 
him by the arm, crying. Hold Patrick,* 
hold ! remember fair play and Old £ag«* 
land ! 

So faying, hefilddenly ftbop^d,' catched^ 
St our hero's batid^ prefled it warmly tO' 
His lips, and cried, O^ my noblett chud,. 
how 1 envy the happinefs or thofe wno> 
iuvc ypul then turning, he t^^ok Ins lurd^ 

M^^; ' by/ 
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by the hand, and firaight led him away^ 
ircm.the field of battle.. 



Fri e kd. Apropo% to your turning ai 
llord into a Gentleman. When your hero 
gave that juft, though over-)iaughty re- 
proof, to the infolence and petulance of 
the gay flranger, had he not a dear con* 
ception of the charader.of your true Gen?»- 
tiexnan ? 

Alt HOR. If he had not a pofitive, yet 
you fee he had a negative apprehenfioa* 
of the matter. If he could not fay what 
it was, to be -yet he could tell you* 
what it was— not to be a Gentleman. And* 
he clearly perceived that neither finery^, 
grandeur of - equipage, title, wealth fu-r 
pel ior. airs, afFcciation of generoiity, nei- 
ther a mifchief-making temper, nor a.* 
taking delight in the broilSj conflicts^, 
pafficns, and pains of others, were any/ 
conftituent qualities iu this venerable; 
character. . 

Fii. ] bcfeech you then, it this interval,, 
to fatisfy my impatiuKe, and to make. 
good your promife, that you would give 
pie a detail of the qualities that entitle ajA 
fiaaix.to.tjiis fupjeme of-dei^omination3*^i 

AuJ»* 
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AvT. That perhaps may be done with- 
fBettcr effect to the underftanding as well* 
as the heart, by inftancing and exempli* 
iying, rather than defining. 

The firft of great poets, in his charac* 
tcr of HeAor, has given us the lineaments 
of the firft and moft finiflied gentleniaa 
that we meet in profane hiftory, admira-^ 
bly and amiably inftanced in his attach* 
ments to his country, in his filial affec? 
dons, in his conjugal delicacies, in his 
paternal feelings, in his ardour for hi$ 
friends, in his humanity to his enemies^, 
and even in his piety to the gOds that hc^ 
worihiped, (uo deduAion from his cou^ 
rage, according to ancient arithmetic !) 

Some time after the battle of Creffy,, 
Edward the Third of England, and Ed- 
ward the fiiack Prince, the more than heir 
of his father's renown, preffcd John king 
of France, to indulge them with the plea*^ 
liire of his. company at London, John was^ 
defirous of embracing the inviiacion, and^ 
accordingly laid the propoiiil, before his- 
pailiamtni at Paris. The parliament ob* 
Jecled, that the invitation had been made : 
with an iniidious defign of feizing his per— 
ion, thereby to make the cheaper, and 
eafier acquificion of the crown, to which^ 
Edward at that time piettuded. Bu&. 
J^hn re£iied|.with.£baie warmth, that h^ 

waf:i 
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was confident h*s brother Edward, anii 
more efpec a ly hi young coufin,. were 
too much af the Gentleman, to treat 
kim in that manner. He did not £ay too 
much ot the king, of the hero, or of the 
£iint, but too much of the GENXLEMAti 
to be guilty of any bafenefa. 

The fequel verified this opinion. At 
the battle of Poit^licrs king John was made 
priloner, and foon after conduced by the 
Black Prince to England. The Prince en*» 
tered London in triumph, amid the throng 
^ad acclamations of millions of the peo- 
ple. But then this rather appeared to be 
the triumph of the French king, than that 
of his conqueror. John was feated on a 
proud fleed, royally robed, and amended 
by a numerous and gorgeous train of the 
Briti^ nobility ; while his conqueror en* 
deavoured,, as much as poiEble, to difap* 
pear, and rode by his fide, in plain attire^ 
and degradmgly feated on. a little Irilh:. 
bobby. 

As Ariflotle and theCritic&derived their 
5ules,. tor epic poetry and the fubKmei. 
from a poem which Homer had written 
long before the rulfes were formed, or 
tiws cfl:aDliflicd for the purpofe j thua^ 
from the demeanourand imiate principles)' 
Qf particular Gentlemen, art has borrow^ 
tdandin^tuccd the many modes of be^ 

liaviour^. 
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haviotir, v% hich the world has adopted, 
under the title of good-manners. 

One qualify of a gentleman is that of 
charity to the poor ; and this is delicately 
inttanced in the account which Don Qui- 
xote gives, to his fall friend Sancho Pan- 
fa, of the valorous but yet more pious 
knight-errant Saint Martin. 

On a day faid the Don, Saint Martin 
met a poor man half naked, and taking 
his cloak from his fhoulders, he divided 
it and gave him the one half. Now tell 
me, at what time of the year this hap- 
pened ? Was 1 witnefs ? quoth Sancho ;. 
fcow the vengeance (hould i know in what 
year, or what time of the year, it hap^ 
pened ? Hadft thou, Sancho, rejoined the 
knight, any thing within thee of the fen- 
timent of Saint Martin, thou muft affured- 
ly have known that this happened in win- 
ter ; for had it been lummer, Saint M iiv 
tin would have given the ^hole cloak. 

Another characleriihc of the true gen- 
tl<^man,is a delicacy of be iavi::ur towaid 
that fex, whom nature has entitled to the 
j)rotedion, and conlequently entitled to 
the tendernefs, of man. 

The iame gentleman-errant, entering 
into a wood on a lum tier's evening, tound 
kimlelf entangled among nets of green 
thjceaJ thjitr Here, and there^ hung irocn 

, tree.' 
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tree to tree ; and conceiving it fomc mat- 
tcr of purpofed conjuration^ puihed va- 
loroufly forward, to break thtoudbi the en- 
chantment. Hereupon fome oeautiful 
fhepherdefTes interpofed with a cry, and 
befought him to fpare the implements of 
their innocent recreation. The knight^ 
furprifed aild charmed by the vifion, re-- 
plied — • — Fair creatures! my province is 
to proteft, not t© injure; to feekall means 
of fervice, but never of offence, more efpe- 
cially. to any_ of your fex and apparent 
excellencies. Your pretty nets take up 
but'a fmall piece of favoured ground ; 
bu^, did they inclpfe the world, I would 
feek out new worlds, whereby I might 
win a paflage, rather than break 'them. 

Two very lovely but Ihamefaced girls 
had a caufe, of fome confequence, de- 
pending at Weftminller, that indifpenfa- 
bly required their pcrfonal appearance* 
They were relations of Sir Jofeph Jekyl, 
and, on this tremendous occafion, reque- 
ued his company and countenance at the 
court.' Sir Jokph attended accordingly ; 
and the caufe being opened, the judge 
demanded whether he was to entitle theie 
ladies by the denomination of fpinfters? 
No, my lord, faid Sir Jofeph, they arc 
lillies of the valley ; they toil not, neither 
do they fpin ; yet you fee that no.monarch» 
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in all his glory was ever arrayed like ones 
ofthefe. 

Another very peculiar charafteriftic of 
a Gentleman, is, the giving place, and 
yielding to all with whom he h^s to do. 

Of this we have a fhining and afFe<fting 
inftance in Abraham, perhaps the moft 
accompliftied character tha^may be found 
in hiflory, whether fecred or profane. 
. A contention had arifen between the 
herdfmen of Abraham and the herdfmen 
of his nephew Lot, refpeAing the pro- 
priety of the paflure of the lands wherein 
they dwelled, that could now fcarcc con- 
tain the abundance of their cattle; and 
thofe fervants, as is univerfally the cafe, 
had, re{|)e£tivcly, endeavoured to kindle 
and enflame their mafters with their owa 
paffiohs. 

When Abraham, in coafequence of 
this, perceived that the countenance of 
Lot began to change toward him, he call- 
ed, and generouHy expoftulated with him 
as foUoweth : 

«« Let there be no ftrife, I pray thee, 
** between me and thee, or between my 
^herdfmen and thy herdlmen; for we 
« be brethren. If it be thy defire to fe- 
^« parate thyfelf from me, is not the 
<« whole land before thee ? if thou wilt 
^ take the left hand, then will 1 go to 
"^ « the 
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** the right; or if thou depart to the 
** right hand, then I will go to the left." 

Another capital quality of th^ true 
Gentleman is, that-of feeling himfelf con- 
cerned and interefted'in others. Never 
was there fo benevolent, fo affecting, fo 
pathetic a piece of oratory exhibited up- 
on earth, as that of Abraham's pleading 
with God for averting the judgments 
that then impended over St>dom. But 
the matter is already fo generally celebra- 
ted, that 1 am confl rained to refer my 
reader to the paflage at full ; fince the 
Inalleii abridgment muft deduftfrom its 
beauties, and that nothing can be added 
to the excellencies thereof, 

Honc^ur, agam^ is faiff, in fcripture, pe- 
culiarly to diiiinguifli the character of a 
Gentleman ; where it is written of Sachem, 
tlie fon of Humor, " 1 hat he was more 
** honourable than ail the houle of his 
** father.*' 

1 his yourg prince giving way to the 
violence of his paflion, had difhonourably 
deflowered Dinah the daughter of Jacob. 
But his affeAions and foul cleaved to the 
party whom he had injured. He fet na 
limits to his offers for repairing the wrong, 
Alk me, tie faid to her kindred, •* aQc 
•• me never fo much dowiy and gift, and 
^ 1 will give according as yc Jftiall lay 

** unto 
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"«* unto mc j but give mc the damfel to 
/« wife.''. 

From hence it may be' inferred, that 
liuman excellence, or human amiablenefs, 
doth not lo much confift in a freedom 
from frailty, as in our recovery from 
lapfes, our deteft^tion of our own tranf- 
gceflions, and our defire of atoning, by 
ail poffibl^ means, the injuries we have 
^one, and the offences we have given* 
Herein therefore may confiR the very 
lingular diftindion, which the great apo- 
ftlc makes, between his eftimation otajufl 
^nd of a good man. For a juft or righte- 
ous man,, fays he, " one would grudge to 
•^ die ; but for a good man one would 
« even dare to die.^' Here, the juft man 
is fuppofed to adhere ftiiclly to the rule 
of right or equity, and to cxa<9: from o- 
thers the f^me meafure that he is fatisfied 
to meet; but the good man, thougli oc- 
caiionally he may fall fliort of juftice, has, 
properly fpeaking, no meafure to his be- 
nevolence; his general propeniity is to 
give more than the due. The juft maa 
condemns, and is defirous of puniftiing^ 
the tranfgreflbrs of the line prefcribed to 
himfdf ; but the good man, in the fenfe 
of his own^falls and failings, givei lati- 
tude, indulgence, and pardon to others^ 
Jie judges he condemns no one, fave hi n- 
VojL.IL , N ielf: 
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Ifilf^ The juft roan is as a fireain that dc^ 
viates not, to the right or left, from itj^ 
appointed channd, neither is fwellcd bjr 
the floc.d of paflion above its banks ; but 
the heart of the good tnan, the man- of 
honour, the Gentleman, is as a lamp 
lighted by the breath of God, and none 
fave Gop himielf, can fet limits to the 
efflux or irradiations thereof. 

Again, thetJentleman never envies any^ 
(upeiior excellence; but grows himfelf 
incre excellent, by being the admirer^ 
prcmoter, and lover thereof. 

Saul laid to his fon Jonathan, " Thou 
" fen of the perverfe rebellious woman I 
^< do not 1 know that thou haft chofeft 
•* the"'fon of Jefle to thine own confufion? 
**'for as long as the fon of Jcffe liveth 
«* upon the ground, thou Ihalt not be 
•* eflablifhctl, nor thy kingdoms ; wherc- 
•* fore fend and fetch him unto mc, for 
^^ he fliall furely die.*'-— Here evtry in- 
terefting motive, that can poflibly be con» 
ceived to have an influence on man, united, 
to urge Jonathan to the deftruAion ot 
David : he would thereby have obeyed hi^ 
ling, and pacified a father who was en- 
raged againft himj he would thereby 
have removed the only luminary thatt 
then, eclipfed the brightnefs of his owa 
^chieveoxeuts j and ixe faw, ^s his fa- 
ther 
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thcrfaid, that the death of David, alone; 
could eftablifli the kingdom in himfelt 
and his^pofterity : but all thofe con fide- 
rations were ©f no avail, to make Jonathan 
fwerve from honour, to flacken the bands 
ef his faith, or cool the virarmth of his 
friendOiip. O Jonathan! the facrifice whicH^ 
thou then madeft to virtue, was, incom- 
parably, more illuftrious in the fight of 
God and his angels, than all the fubfe- 
quent glories to which David attained. 
What a crown was thine, "Jo nathan,whea 
♦' thou waft flain in thine high pUces !" 

Saul of Tarfus, afterwards called Paul^ 
had been a man of bigotry, blood, and 
violence; making havoc of, and breath- 
ing out threatenings and {laughter againfi:, 
all who were not of his own feci and per* 
fuafion* But, when the fpirit of that Im- 
F ANT, who laid himfelf in the manger of 
human flefh, eame upon him, he acqairei 
a new heart and a new nature; and he 
offered himfelf a willin;^ fubjecl to all the 
fufferings and perfecutions wifiich he had 
brought upon others. 

Paul, from that time, exemplified, in 
his own perfon, all tho£e qualities of the 
Gentleman, which he after wards (pecifies 
in his celebrated defcription of that caa- 
rity, which, as he fays^ alone endure tiv 
foj? ever. 

N a^ " "Wheo^ 
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. When Feflus cried, with a loud voicej. 
•* Paul, thou art befide thyfcU, much 
•* learning doth make thee mad^" Paul 
ilretchcd the hand, and anfwered, ^' lam 
** not mad, moft noble Fettus;,but fpeak 
•* forth the words of truth and fobernefs^ 
** For the king knoweth of thefe things^ 
before whom alfo I fpeak freely ; for I 
am pcrfuaded that none of thefe things 
are hidden from him. King Agrippa^ 
^ believeft thou the prophets? 1 know 
** that thou believeft." Then Agrippa^ 
faid unto Paul, " Almoft thou perfuadeft 
•* me to be a Chriftian.*' And Paul faid,. 
** I would to God, that not only thou», 
*^ but alfo all that hear me this day, were 
^ not o^ly almoft, but altogether fuch as 
** r am- except thefe bonds." 

Here, with what an inimitable elegance 
did this man, in his own perfon, at once 
fum up the orator, the faint, and the Gen*^ 
tleman ! 

Fiom thefe inflances, my friend, you^ 
mull have ieen, that the charaAer, orra*^ 
thcr quality of a G£iiTL£MAN, does not 
in any degree, depend on iafhioa or mode,. 
an ftation or opinion ; neither changes 
with cuftoms, climates, or ages. But, as^ 
the Spirit of God can, alone, infpire it 
into maa ;. fo it is, as God is, the fame 
jeiicrdayi^ to-day^ and for ever. 

FrI£HJ[>«. 
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^itiEND. It is a ftatidarJ, whereby I 
propofc, for the future^ to nneafare aid' 
Judge of 2dL my acquaintance. — Butj^ 
ret U.S return to our little Gentlcman-mo*- 
nitor. 

CHAP. XII. . 

NEVER did Harry feel himfelf {& 
deeply mortified, fo debafed in his 
own eyes, as when my lord's footman, in 
terms and with an action fo uncommonly 
refpedful, had (looped and killed his 
hand. His heart, but juft before, had 
whifpered to him, that the manner, in 
which he had admoniflied the young no* 
bleman, expreffed more of the pride and 
infolence of his owti temper, than any* 
friendly intention to reform the faults o£ 
another; and he already began to fu^ 
i^eci:, that the manner in which he had- 
difpenfed his own bounty,£hcwed the fame 
oftentition which he meant to reprove,* 
and with which he had been fo highly; 
offended in his lordihip. 

Thus difgufted with himfelf, and c^n-- 
ftquently with all about him/ he turned^ 
away from his companions, walked fad^ 
md ixlent homeward ; and, palling lotti^ 

N^ ^ throu^yji 
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through the hall^ withdrew to his owii\ 
chamber* 

James had followed Harry at fuch a di- 
fiance as juft to keep him in fight, and en- 
tering where his maft^r fat reading ia^ 
the parlour, Mr Fenton inquired eagerly 
after his boy. James caft at his mailer a^ 
k)ok ot much folemnity, and fliaking hm 
bead in token of concern,. Ah, Sir, faid he^ 
1 am foriy to tell you that mafter Harry^, 
to day, was rot altogether fo good a boy 
as I could havx wiflied.. Indeed I obferve* 
of late (hat, at times, he is^apt to be very 
fuddcn and paflicjnate. 1 doubt. Sir, wc: 
|l:all have woilil dc ings by and by ; he has' 
terribly abufed and battel ed the fon ai}dt 
heir of the earl of Mansfield, one of the 
vonhieti noblemen in all £ngLind. lo 
be lure we fliall have f^d <^omplaiats a-^ 
gainli him» 1 was prcfcnt at all thafe 
palled f and truly maiter Harry was very 
fijuch in tault. 

You celight me, you tr^nfport me^ 
critcr Mr FtLic n ; my only afflichon was. 
that he had no faults. I want hmi to have 
faults, fuch iaulis as may a ake him feet 
them. But tell me minutely, as patticu* 
Lrl) as yc u can, lu)w thisaflair happened.- 
J meb li^n gave a Ipecul detail of what 
we have recited. Wheieupon Mr Fen- 
ton excLdmqd^ 0„ my noble, my gene- 

£auj^ 
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imis, my incomparable boy ! where is he I 
let me fee him, what is become of him?* 
Upon inquiry, Mrs Sofan reported 
that flie had ieeti him flealing foftly up^ 
flairs,. Mr Fenton, then, taking his book. 
in his hand. Hole up after his Harry ; and^ , 
opening hs chamber-door with the leaft: 
noife pi)flrble, faw him featcd, in a dejecV 
fid atticude, in. a far corner of the roon j, 
and,. looking attentively at hi.n, perceir- 
ved th^t he had been in tears. 

He thereupon took a chair, and gently 

feating himfelf beiide him, Wiiat is thiC: 

matter my Harry, he fajd, what ails my 

Jove? Don't alk me, don*t a(k ne. Sir,, 

cried tiirry ;. i dare not tell you, indeed t 

dare not. You woufd lovre me no longer^ 

you would hate me it I (h >uld tell you^ 

Hite you 4ny darling! cried .Vlr Fonton^ 

that IS quite impoflSble; I can never hate- 

you, my Hajry. iiutc'>me, be free with 

your triend, lell me openly and honetlly,. 

fi)r What do you think I ihouid hate you ? 

For my lauus. Sir; tor my faults. To 

be fuie there is not m the world fo bad a. 

boy as ray feir ,- and, what is worfe than all 

that, when I think and mean to do better 

than evei, iinnething c^nres in the w^ay, 

afcnd ip.iils^tac wnok, and lo turns all ine 

good that IS ia me into nothing but 

suu^htincik*. ^ 

Here,, 
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Here, Harry could contain no longer^, 
but burft into a paflionatc gufli of tears 
and fobs ; and Mr Fenton, tenderly em- 
bracing him, and taking him on his knee; 
and clafping him to his bofom, gave way 
to the kindred emotion that fwelled in his 
own breaft, and mingled his joyful tears 
with thofe of his Harry. 

As foon as the paflion of thefe two 
friends had fubfided, Harry began to take 
new courage from the carefles of his deair 
• dada, who, as he feniibly felt, would ne- 
ver hate or forfake him, however he might 
condemn and deteft himlielf. 

Well then, dada, fays he, fince you are 
€o very good, I will truft you with my ' 
llory, fo far as it has to fay to the little 
that I can remember of my faults in it. 

You muft know, "that I had no fooncr 
got into your field that you gave me for 
our plays, than a young mafter came up 
to us, lo grandly dreifed and attended, 
and with fuch a faucy air^ that he feemed- 
to fay, in his own mmd, all thefe are but- 
4irt in companion of myfelf. 

As I looked at -him, he brought to my 
mind the flory you once told me of Her^- 
culesj who was poiioned by his fine coat'. 
So I began to puy him, and I believei 
.to defpilie him too j- and that you know ' 
wa*-no ixight^ lor you told me th it,- who- 
ever* 
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ever defpifes another grows worfe than 
the one he defpifes, and falls below him^ 
while he thinks to fet hirpfclf above him j 
but that did not come into my head at 
thfe time. 

And fo, Sir, to fhew us all that he 
did not matter money, or that he loved 
mifchief the better of the two, h^ took 
out a handful of filver and threw it among^ 
my companions, to fet>them by the ears ; 
and this provoked and began to make me 
very angry with him ; and thus, one fault 
brought me into another after it, like 
Water my chickens come clock. 

But this did not fatisfy my young lord^ 
for they called him lord, but he mull take: 
out a crown, and offer it to any two of 
my companions that would box far it» 
So a ftrangcr that was juft come offered to 
box any one in the company for it y but I 
do not repent of my beating him, becaufe 
he was the challenger. 

But, the worft is yet to come, dada* 
There was fome of ^ my companions wha 
refufed to join in the fcramble for the 
money, and that pleafed me very much j 
and fa to reward theni I took out a hand- 
ful of money, and gave them a crown a- 
piece. But, youknow, I need not have 
taken out more nuxney than I meant ta 
give them,^ i£it was not partly to ikew my 

lotd 
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lord that I had as much money as himfdf^ 
and fo I ^ot myfelf up to the head and 
ears in the very iame fault that I found 
iK^ich him. 

Now comes the worft of all. Foiv 
growing proud and conceited, as if I had 
no ot\t iault in the world ; and as if the 
like of me was only fit to reprove others 
and teach them their duty ; I d^fired the 
fine mailer to take himfelf home, and fince 
he was a lord to learn aUo to be a Gentle* 
man. Upon that he g^jive me a blow^ 
which I deferved very well ; but 1 did not 
matter his blow a phillip, if I had not 
thought it an affront before my compa- 
nions. So my pafiion began to fife, and 
I gave him half a firoke; but unluckily 
it hit him full in the nofe, and I am afraid 
he is hurted very fadly. 

Befide$ all, dada, I know well enough 
theie will come fad complaints againil 
ne, and io I lliall bring trouble and di« 
fturbance upon you ; and that is grief up- 
on grief. 

Do liot fear for me, Harry, I Ihall d« 
well enough, iays Mr Kenton. But, Harry, 
ycu have not tLld me near a^ gre^t news 
as you thought tu do. 1 knew all along 
that you had a very naughty j3oy within 
you ^ but 1 forbore to tell you io, becaufo 
1 ratW wilhed you ihould ui4ke the dif* 

covery 
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^vcry.yourfelf ; and now, God bepraifed! 
you have (bund out the lecret. 

And what good will it do me» dada, 
to know that I am bad, when I do not 
know how to make ipyfelf better ? for, 
to-day, I thought and meant to be very 
good, and yet found myfelf, in the end, 
to be worfe than ever. Rut, as you fay, 
to be fure I have been very bad, though 
I hardly knew any thing of the matter 
till now. I now remember how 1 had 
like to murder poor Mr Vindex with the 
fword ; and a hundred other things, if 
I could bring them to mind. , What ihall 
I do then, dada, what ihall I do to grow 
good ? 

I will tell you, my Harry, fayis Mr Fen* 
ton. And, as )ou have generoufly en<. 
trufted nte with one fecret, that of having 
9 very bad boy within you ; it is but fair 
that i (hould entrull you with another fe- 
cret, which is that of having an exceed- 
ing good boy within you. 

What, two boys in one, dada, hdw 
can that be ? It is even fo, my darling ; 
you yourfelf told me as much. I5id you 
not fay that, this very day, the one was 
Uruggling and fighting within you againft 
Ihe other ? that tne one was proud, fcorn- 
full oftentatious, and revengeful ; the o- 
thcr huflcible, gentlei generousi loving» 

aad 
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and forgiving? and that wbien the bad- 
boy got the better^ the gopd boy took 
bim to talk, and reprimanded and fevere* 
ly rebuked him, and made him cry bit- 
tjsrly? 

What you fay, indeed, dada, is feme- 
thing very hkc it; only I cannot think how 
one boy can be two boys. Do you re- 
member, Hariy, what you read laft night 
in the Old left ament, about Rebekahthe 
wife of lliaac, when flie was with child ? 
Yes, very well, Sin As how flie was with 
child with tvins, * and the children ftrug- 

* glcd together within her ; and flie faid, 

* if it be fo, why am 1 thus ? add flie went 

* to enquireof the Lord/ Very right, my 
love ; and I now fay to you what God then 
faid toRebekah. I do not mean that you 
have two boys within you^ ot the bodily 
bulk, features, andfhapeof yourfelf; but 
that you have two difiertnt Ipirits or prin- 
ciples within you, vihich, like Efau and 
Jacob, have quite diflercnt and adverfc 
nktures^inclinations, and defires ; the one 
prompting and hurr),ing you into all that 
is evil, the other inviting and leading you 
into all that is good. So you fee, Harry, 
and you have felt that, like Rcbekah, you 
have your own tfau, and your own Jacob, 
flruggliog within your boiom : and the 
var between them Shah aever ceafe, till 

the 
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flie one fhall have wholly conquered and 
fubjefted the other, 
c To make this matter plainer and clearer 
to you, my darling, I will tell you a pretty , 
ilory out of the book that is in my hand» 
Cyrus was a King, and a great Con- 
queror, but, in his private capacity, a very 
virtuous man. On a day, fome of his cap- 
4ains, juft returned from an expedition, 
informed him that they had brought him 
the grcateft wonder in the world, a young 
Princefs called Panthea, whom they had 
taken captive, and whofe charms exceed- 
ed all that could be imagined of woman. 

Cyrus, as I told you, was virtuous. He 
was already married ; and he dreaded run- 
ning the rifque of being feduced from his 
honefty, by the dangerous allurements of 
this enchanting beauty. He therefore ob- 
ftinately, though reluctantly, forbid her 
approach ; and denied himfelf the pleafurc 
he might have taken in beholding her. 

His own honour, however, and there- 
fpe£t due to the quality and accompliih- 
ments of the lady, demanded ail poiTible 
attention and precaution in her behalf* 
Tor this purpoie he fummoned his chief 
captains and iavourites. He afked, which 
of them would adventure to take the 
charge of this young beauty ; and he pro- 
ofed the higheft rewards to thofe who 
VojL. IL O ihould 
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ihould hon<)urably difcharge their tmft, 
but threatened his deepeft difpleafure to 
any who {hould betray it. 

All of them fhrunk at the apprehenfion 
of taking upon them the perfonal cuftody 
and caie of a beauty, whom their great 
and virtuous monarch had not even dared 
to look upon ; and no one had o£Fered to 
undertake this perilous commiffion, till a 
valiant and noble }outb> named Arafpes,. 
flood forth. 

From my infancy, O Cyrus, faid the 
graceful adventurer, 1 have been educs^ 
ted in the fchool, and brought up at the 
feet of the divine Zoroafter. I am accu- 
flomed, from my childhood, to combat, 
conquer, and fcorn all fenfual feducers. I 
hold virtue in mine eye, as its only objeft; 
my heart efteem^ and affefts it as my only 
good; the nature thereof is become one 
with my nature ; and I do not remember 
the time wherein I have been tempted to 
deviate from rectitude, or fink beneath 
the calls of honour. I cannot therefore 
but fmile at the fear of my companions* 
Their courage at a breach or in the field 
as unqueftionable. I have feen them face 
a thoufand deaths : I have feen them rufli 
into dangers; and yet they dread the 
fight of a fibgle and weakly female. For 
me Ihe can have no terrors^ fince.I aqi 

out 
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dnt of the power and reach of her allure- 
ments. I will undertake the charge of 
this formidable creature, at the rifque of 
Hiy honour, at the rifque of my life, and^ 
more than all, at the rifque ot the favour' 
of Cyrus. 

Cyrus had long loved the perfon, and 
contemplated and admired the virtues of 
tliis youth. He therefore, with joy and 
confidence, committed the precious de* 
pofit to his truft ; in full affurance that? 
the perfon and honour of Panthea could 
no where be fo fafc 'as in the protedion of 
Arafpes* 

. The young herd had in reality all the- 
•virtues that lie boafted. His educatioa 
uader fo beloved and refpediable a mafter ;- 
his early and long habit of oppofing and 
rcjefting the fmalleft incitement to vice ; 
and the delights which he was accuftoinecl 
to feel in the fcntiraents and practice of 
what his judgment approved-, had in a? 
manner fo wholly lulled his haughty felf 
to fleep, that he did not fo much as drean> 
that he had an enemy within him.- 

Thi», my Harry, was his heavy misfor- 
tune, and the fad occafion of his fall* 
For, not kno\ying that his evil Efau was 
ftill alive in his bofom ; not knowing that 
he had any. one to oppofe or to ftruggle 
with ;. he kept neither watch nor guards 

O 2 audi 
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and fo lay naked and open to the jnifchieF 
that came upon him, as I am going ta 
teli you,. 

On his feeing the lady who was com- 
Hiitted to his truft, he felt no emotion nor 
ftntimcnt fave that of wonder, as in bc-^ 
holdmg the moft perfed of the works of 
his Creator ; and he took a pleafure ia 
providing that flie Ihould be treated and 
accommodated with all poilible attention 
and refpeft, as due to fo accomplilhed and ' 
pre-eminent a being. 

As the nature of his commiffion gave 
him frequent occafions of being near and 
about the perfon of his amiable . ward^ 
new beauties grew daily vifible and open 
to his eyes. But, above all, in converfing 
with her, the mufic df her accents, and 
the elegance of her ientiments fell infenfi* 
bly on his foul, that drank them up a» a 
dry ground drinks up the invifible dew of 
the evening* 

His.occafions for attending her, and 
doing littk ofEces and fervices about her,, 
now daily increafed without feeming to 
do fo. When he was called, and intended 
to go eliewhere, his feet imperceptibly 
carried him to the prefence of PantheaX 
His flumbers were fhort, uneafy, and 
broken y and, at meals,, he knew not whe«^ 
^'ther or on what he fed^ 



. ij* 
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' At length his eyes opened to the cala-' 
Uiity of his condition* But, at the oio- 
ment wherein he perceived his love, he 
found himfelf too iar gone for the poffi- 
bility of a return. He was as a mariner 
ti^ho had haled his boat up on land ; and, 
thinking himfelf fecqre, had fallen aflcep 
therein ; but^ while he flept, a fpring-tide 
came filently on, and covered the ihore, 
and g.iined upon the beach, and fwelled 
under the boat, and heaved it from land, 
and turning, bore it farther and fartheir to 
£:a. Then awakened the helplefs mariner, 
unprovided ot fail or oar, or of any means 
to effed or attempt a return, tie fa\v his 
k>{l eltate ; he iiretched his arms towards 
the land ; but while he reached it with 
his eyes, he found himfelf carried, by aa 
irreiillible power, fiiil more and mure di-^ 
fiant from the light. 

Thus fared it with the wretched, loffi,*> 
fallen away Arafpes. He awakened to his 
condition, he looked around, Dut found 
hiaifelf helplefs. He would have ftrug- 
gied ; he wiihed his return to virtue; bac 
his wiihcs were fickly, as feeble as a 
dream; and he felt himielf borne away, 
b) a liecret and fubtle force, from that 
honour of which he now barely retained- 
Shdiliant profpcd. 

O 3^ Tihe* 
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The imbofomed fire tbat preyed npoiK 
hAwj at length became infufierable, and 
he defpcrately determined to feek relief ». 
He threw himfelf at the feet of the object 
of his deiires, avowed the ardour of his 
paflion, and befcught her pity^ 

The priiicefs replied, in ar mild but re* 
iblute accent, 1 do pity you, Ara^cs; I 
pity you the more, as it is all that my 
power can ever do for you. Twainfur- 
irountable barriers oppofe your defires;; 
the cne is my honour, the other my in- 
clination : 1 am already married to & 
young htTOy the prince and patron of his 
people^ the mofi accompli&ed of his fex^ 
and an honour to human nature ^ he is- 
my firft and laft love, he poflefles my heart 
wholly ; but, were it emptied of him, it: 
wculd not be emptied of its virtue ; and 
the thoughts of any other would be ar^ 
offence to my foul - lie advifed then, Ai» 
f alpes. depart from temptation^ and ieek^ 
in abfence, a cure for the mdifip:etion o£ 
your love. 

Confuled, aftoniJhed, fpeechleiJ^^ Ara-- 
{pes loil, at once, the little that remained 
to bim of virtue and rcafon. He kne>^ 
not what he did he would have proceeded 
to violence ^ wheti the Princels fuddenlj^ 
drew a pimiard, and pointed it at her bo* 
iom ; whereat Arafjges Araight withdrew^ 

overwhelmed 
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©vcrwhelmed with {hame^ difappoint^ 
ment, and defpain 

As foon as he had retired, the Princefs* 
took a little tablet, whereon fhe infcribed 
the following words. 

To C Y R U S. 

•* Your Favourite has betrayed his 
•* truft ; he would have offered violence^ 
•* Think what is due to your own ho* 
•* nour, as well as that of 

PANTHEAJ^ 

ft 

This^ fhc difpatehed tatbe Monarch by 

enc of her faithful mutes As ixyot), a^ 

Cyru^ had perufed it, he fighed, and diopt 
a tear, as over the departed virtue of his 

bcft beloved friend- He inftantly fent 

for Arafpes. Arafpes durfl not dilbbey.! 
He came indeed, but then he did not dare 
to look upwards 

After a fiience on both fides— Cyrus 
cried out^ Whoever thou art, account to 
inc for*my friend, account to me for hia 
virtue ! a vinue that 1 deemed to be im^ 
pafliole, unaflailable. Whereupon ara^ 
ipes made the toUowing^ moil memorable^ 
of anlwers*. 

As you are but lately entered on your 
©reek, my Harry,. I wili firll read the 

paffage 
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paffagc to you, and then give you tho 
fenk of it, word for word. 

m/zx ayxQrt te trt >9 xaxw, «J* a/xei xaXwy rt ^ atjcr^^c.»v tgyav 

ffflt, J^ TMVTX UfJiU fivXlTUl Tf X, OV (ivKlTXl 'CrQ0ir1f$¥. AXXfic' 

** P Cyrus, it is^manifefl: that I have 
•« two fouls ; for, if 1 had but one foul^ 
f* it could not be, at once, both good and 
** evil ; not a loVer, at the fame time, o£ 
♦* what IS honell and difhonell; it could 
^* not, at once« delire and be averse to the " 
•* lame thing. It isj therefore, moft 
** evident that we have two fouls ; and^ 
^ when the good foul hath the dominion, 
** good workb are performed ;. but evil. 
•* works, when tlte evil foul predomi-- 
<« nates." 

Here, Harry, you fee there were two 
men in one man, which is the fame lhing^ 
as there being two boys in you. For the 
foul is the man, Harry ; and the body is, 
l^ut as a fign, to give notice tp others,; 
tliat luch a man dwells within* 

Bu?, bir, lays Hairy, fince, as you fay 
and as I find, I have two different boys or 
fouls wiihm me ; pray, how came they to. . 
hc^ aiffcrcjat.^ did the fiime God that de« 
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fired to make the one foul good, defirc^ 
alfo to make the other foul evil ? . 
• Your queftion, ,my darling*, is very pro^ 
pier, though very deep. I will however 
endeavour, to the beft of my power, to 
accommodate my anfwcrs to the weakncfs 
of your capacity. 

God, whois nothing but goodnefs, can- 
Bot poffibly defire any kind of evil ; and 
therefore cannotl^e, immediately, the au- 
thor thereof. But he can make or create 
fiich poor little infignificant beings, as you 
and 1 are> Harry ; though all that God^ 
himfelf, can do in our behalf, cannot pof- 
fibly make us good, or excellent, or per-^ 
fcA, any otherwife than by informing its 
with his own goodnefs and perfections. 

This would lead me, my love, to the 
unfolding that capital f Secret, of which you 
are not yet fufceptible ; a fecret, upoa 
which this world, fun, moon, and ftars,^ 
with all the worlds upon worlds that li^ 
beyond them, depend and hang, as your 
liat would hang upon yonder nail. 

The Angels that are now ia Heaven are 
great, good, perfect, and glorious beings ; 
becaufe they are filled with the greatnefs> 
goodnefs, glory, and perfeftion of God, 
For they know that, of themfelves, they 
are nothing ; and that, in themfelves, they 
are no other thau empty and dark crea» 

tures^ 
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turcs, mere fenfible capacities prepared for 
the reception, the feeling, and enjoyment 
of the light, virtue, and blefiednefs of their 
bountiful Creator. 

How the fpirit of man came to be, in 
itfelf, fo much worfe than an empty and 
dark creature ; how it came to be filled 
and polluted with all manner of evil, with 
felfifhneis, pride, covecoufnefs, abomi-' 
nable lufts, envy, hatred, malice, revenge- 
fulnefs, and wrathfulnefs ; how it fur** 
ther came to have a different fpirit be- 
gotten within it, informing its heart and 
tuning the chords, thereof to fentiments 
of humility, charity,purity, love, patience, 
and peace- — this, Harry, is the great 
fecret, of which you are not yet capable > 
the fecrat, as I told you, whereosn the world 
now hangs, whereby it has been changed^ 
and whereby it will be renewed. 

In the mean time, let it fuffice for you^ 
to feel and to know, that your d^rk fpirit 
fo filled, as I laid, with evil, is yourfelf, 
my Harry, is all that you have of the 
creature within youj and that the good 
fpirit, which is begotten within your evil 
fpirit, is breathed mto you by the power 
and Spirit of God himfelf, in order to op- 
pv'ie and conquer the evil, xnd enlighten 
the daiknefs, and purify the foulnefs of 
youi ielfiih or creacurcly fpirit; that you 

may 
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may finally become as the angels that arc 
in Heaven, filled with the purity, glory, 
and bleffednefs of your God. 

Know, therefore, from henceforward, 
and let the fenfe of it fink into your foul, 
my darling, ihatall theevil which isinyou, 
belongs to yourfelf ; and that all the good 
which is in you, belongs to your God: 
that you cannot, in or of yourfelf, fo 
much as think a good thought, or form a ' 
good wifli, or oppofe a fingle temptation 
or evil motion within you. From hence 
learn to be humble, and to think meanly 
of yourfelf, and not afcribe to yourfelf 
any kind of good net's or virtue ; for that 
would befacrilege, it would be to rob God 
of his peculiar property of goodnefs. 
From hence further learn, never to prefet 
yourfelf to others, or to think better of 
yourfelf than of any one living ; for, fo 
far as you are a creature, no one can be 
viler or faultier than you arc ; however 
God may be pleafed, through his mercy 
and bounty to you, to be better in you 
than in others. 

Never exalt yourfelf, my Harry ; ncithrt 
in comf)any nor converfation, of any kind, 
fay I did this or I did that, or 1 faid this 
or 1 faid that ; for, in exalting yourfelf, 
you exalt your own proud and evil ipirit 
above the good aii4 meek fpirit of God 

that 
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that is in you. Let all praife mortify and 
bt a reproach to your confciencc ; but 
take blame with patience and pleafure; 
in fo doing you will approve yourfelf a 
lover of juflice, as well as a lover of yovu: 
own reformation. 

Laflly, my love, turn your whole will 
and afleftions, from } our own evil fpiiit, 
to the fpirit of God that is in you ; for that 
is the utmoft that any man can do toward 
his own falvation. Rejed, ^pum, and 
deteft every motion to eril; embrace, 
cheriih, and take to your heart, every mo- 
tion of gopd ; you will thereby acquire 
the nev^r-ending glory of having joined 
with God, in the combat and conqueft ' 
that he is dcfirous of obtaining over aH 
the guilt, uncleanneft, and depravity into 
which your nature is fallen. 

Here, Andrew csmie up with notice to 
his mafter, that the Earl of Mansfield was 
below, and requefted to fpeak with him. 
At this Harry coloured up, and ciied, Did 
not 1 tell you. Sir, what trouble 1 Ihould 
bring upon you ? Do not be alarmed, my 
dear, fays Mr Fenton; do you flay here. 
If there is a neceflity for your appearance, 
I will fend you word. 

1 he father of young Lord Bottom was 
^n every refpcft, the reverfe of his fon. 
He had come on foot, without attendants, 

was 
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^^s drefied in a plain napped caat, and 
had the mien and appearance of an honeft 
country- grazier* 

My Lord, fays Mr Fenton, I fliould 
think myfelf greatly honoured by this 
vifit, if I was not fo much concerned at 
the occafion of it. I ain truly grieved that 
my fon ihould have 4one fuch great of* 
fence to young Lord Bottom. Sjr, fays 
the Earl, I find you have quite miftaken 
the intent of roy vifit: I am come ta 
thankyour fon for the juft and noble leffon 
which he gave to mine ; and which he 
has fo forcibly impreffed up0n his me- 
mory, as will not, I truft, permit him to 
forget it in a hurry. My Lord, replied 
Mr Fenton, my little fellow is very fen-» 
fible of his miibehaviour in this bufinefs. 
He was the firil to chide himfelf ; and he 
told me the ftory, very much, I affure y out 
Lordfhip, to his own difadvantage. 

Mr Fenton, rejoined the Early after 
what 1 have heard ot your boy, from one 
jack Freeman, a very faithful and inteiliK- 
gentTervant of mine, 1 am quite impatient: 
to lee him, and there is nothing generous 
which 1 am not willing to believe concern* 
ing him. My wife, indeed, is not, at ail 
times, in my way of thinking. She h^ 
taken her young Lor.d with her^ to towxiy 
. Vol. 11. F ta 
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to the dodor's ; and I am concerned af 
the violence of the refentment which Ihe 
exprefled on this occaiiont as it may be a 
means of deferring that acquaintance and 
intimacy, which 1 heartily wiih to culti- 
vate with the family of Mr Fenton^ But 
where is this wonderful boy ? I requeft to 
fee him. 

Harry, hereupon, was immediately call- 
ed down. As he apprehended that he was 
fcnt for to, be feverely chidden, a little 
refentful haughtiuefs arofe in his mind, 
and ftrengthened it againft the violence 
of the reproofs that he expefted. He 
therefore entered with an air that no way 
favoured of mortification, and made but 
a cold though fokmn bow to the Earl. 

Blefs me, exclaimed my Lord, what a 
ftriking refemblance! 1 never faw two 
faces or perfons fo much alike. There is 
no difference, Mr Fenton, between you 
and your fott, except what age has made. 
3Mr Fenton fmiled, and my Lord conti- 
nued. I always had a nocion that your 
heroes were huge fellows ; but here 1 think 
we have got heroifm quite in minature. 
Can this be the one, who, as 1 am told, 
with a trip or a blow, overthrows and de- 
xnolifhes ail before him ? Come to me, my 
dear, and give me leave to falute you. 
^ Harry 
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Harry refpeclfally approached j add, 
my Lord; takipg him in his arms, and 
warmly kiffing him, faid, I thank you,my 
little man, for the generous leflfon whicli 
you gave to my very naughty boy ; and 
for the difference which you taught hitn 
to make, for the future, between the fau- 
cineis of a Lord and the fentiments of a 
Gentleman. 

Harry felt hi;Tifelf, at once, difconcert-* 
cd, aba fed, and wholly cut down, by this 
compliment from his Lordflilp. At length, 
recovermg himfelf, he anfwered r You 
mean to be fure, fir, to reprove me tha 
more by what you have faid ; but if you 
are in earneft, I am fare it is a very bad lef- 
fon which you teach me, fir, when you 
praife me for my faults, and fo encourage 
ipe in them. Paults ! my dear, cried thei 
Earl, 1 heard of none fuch ; what do you 
mean by yourfaults? Imean, fir, that when 
I told your fon as much as that hcw^as noC 
a gentleman, it fhewed that I was ftill le& 
of the gentleman myfelf ; and I very well 
deferved the blow which he gave me for 
fuch an affront ; and I am ready to a£k hia 
pardon whenever you pleafe, my Lord. 
No, no, my man, cried Lord Mansfield, 
you ihall never difgrace yourfelf fo much 
as to make any fubmiifions to my naughty 
boy. 1 ihall think it no difgrace, quicL 
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ind affedingly replied Harry, to iriake 
iiibmiflions to any one who is fon to fuch 
a gentleman as n^^y Lord Mansfield. 

My Lord, for foqje time, looked with 
aflonifliment at the child ; when, eagerly 
catching and preffing him to his bofom, 
he cried out, On my foul, you are the 
fweetcft as well as the nobleft fellow I was 
ever acquainted with ; and, lir, I ihallr 
think it an honour to be admitted among 
youi*friends; and that's what I would not 
iay to many in Old England. Mr Fen- 
ton, continued the Earl, if you will give 
yourfelf the trouble to eng[uire out nvy 
fittle lodge CMQ the hilly you will oblige 
me ; though 1 envy "your charader, 1 Ihaft 
be glad of your acquaintatfqe. So faying,^ 
Lord Mansfield got up, after his blunt 
manner, and precipitately withdrew* 

Oa the following evening, MrFcntoa 
took Harry and Mr Clement into his 
iludy ; and taking^^^romhis pocket-book a. 
Ziumbcr of Bank-bills, Mr Clement, fays^' 
he, I here Oiake my Harry a prcfent of 
fifteen hundred pounds, reierving only ta 
Biyfeif the privilege of adviiing how it 
may be laid out aud lecured for him to 
the befi advantage.^ < 

lo-morrow morning y^ aikl he arc tx* 
Set out on foot for Lotfdoa, and there ti> 
take iudg^LDgs a& near to the fleet pciloa 



\ 
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« you can conveniently be accocnmo* 
dated; You are then to apply to the* 
keeper, and to give him a gratuity for* 
inaking out a written lift of all the pri- 
f oners under his cuftody, with their qua-* 
lity and condition annexed, as alfo the- 
fums refpeclively due, and the terms du- 
ring which they have been in confinement. 

You are then to enquire from him the 
feveral charafters, diftreffes, and merits 
of all the prifoners of note, and to make 
an entry thereof in a feparate paper; but 
then you are not to depend altogether oa 
his report. You arc to go from room to^ 
roomj to converfe with the prifoners a- ^ 
part, and to enquire from each the chi* 
raaer3, f6rtunes, and diiafters of the o-- 
thersi 

This inquifition, in all likelihood, will- 
take ji'ou up above a fortnight. Bat,^ 
above all, remember th%t thole among: 
them, who are moll aflfecled by the di- 
ftreffes of their fellow-^jougrht to be the- 
piincipal objects of youi own charity anJi 
relief. 

Let five hundred pounds pf this money 
be appropriated to the ealarjJie'nenc of 
{\ich ^IfU^aers a:? are under durefs tor 
fum^ f^amountmi; to ten poun is. You^ 
will ibfiehy Iree the capt vc, ^ive means- 
eil)r6afiio the hungry; aadreilore to yoar 

B 3^, country) 
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country many membeis^ that arc worffc 
than ufelefs, that are alfo a dead* weight 
and incumbrance upon hen Let the re- 
maining thoufind pounds be applied to* 
the enfranchilement or relief of thofe pri- 
foner« of notCj whofe cafe and calamities^ 
call for lingular compaflion. And be fure 
to keen an account^ where your money 
inay fall fhort of fuch valuable purpofes; 
and as far as .five hundred pounds morc^ 
will reach, we will fupply the defect. , 

Hereupon Hairy caught his patron a-- 
bout the neck, and repeatedly kiffing him^. 
cried, O dada, how happy, how very hap— 
j>y you make me ! O, that we had moneyr 
enough to employ every fortnight ^thc^ 
year round, like this fweet fortnight ! 

The very next morning our traveller!^ 
fet out on their generous expedinon* But 
V e foibear to fay any thing rehtive there- 
to, till their return; as they tfiemfelve*^ 
.aie the beft qualified, and, jn truth, have- 
tfae beft right to give the particulars of. 
jl eirown extraordinary adventures. 

Our Hairy and his friend Clement -had 1 
iiot been gone above an hcmr, when I^r 
iVn ton received a card from tiie Countefs^i 
of Mainland, requetting his company to 
cofiee in the evening. She-was' widow to 
ihe late Etrl, a very lovely woman, had; 
tftkea.tke. axQitiumptuous. houfe on the.^ 



\ 
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,Bffl, and was reforted to by numbers of^ 
„the firft fiprure, from among whom ifhe 
was. perfectly qualified to make a felcc- 
tion, exceedingly ctertaining to herfelf, 
of the lenfible, the elegant, and the la** 
dicrous* 

Mr Fenton. attended my lady precifcly 
jit the time appointed. When be' entered,, 
.flie was writing a note at her defk. On; 
turning her eye to the door, {he was fud- 
denly Itruek with the grace of his figure, 
the fweecnelis of his afpccl, and the eafe'of 
his deportment; She was further ftrudc' 
with a recoUeftion as of fomething very 
interclling, but which had happened at a. 
vaft diftance, or of which (he had dreamed.- 
Her heart was afFecled ; (he coloured up, 
and again turned pale, without being yet 
able to move from her chair. At length, 
recovering, and rifing, and advancing to- 
ward him, Mr Fenton, fays (he, this is a 
very finguhr favour, a favour for which^ 
1 have long withed. This, fir, you know,, 
-is my third time of afking* but my two v 
former cards were not fo happy as to 
bring you. Madam, (aid he carelefbly, £ 
■ am but a very poor viiiccr;' however^ I: 
could not refufe myfelf the honour otat- 
tending your lady fhip'b iummons, at icalt. 
for once. I have been nosv, iiid the Cciua* 
tel^. thre^ months ojx the hill, Withm^ 

that: 
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that timelhaTe applied to all my acquaint-- 
ancc, ia order to get fome of them to in-^ 
troduce me to you ; but none of them' 
were fo fortunate as know to any of your 
name. To be knowni, madam, replied. 
iVlr Fenton, a perfon muft have been, in 
fome way^ confiderable; indeed it is no- 
way difagreeable to my own inclinations 
to pafe the fliort remnant of an infigpifi- 
€antlife,as little noticed as poffible. Ihave 
beenjuU writing a note, fir, fays my lady;. 
be fo good as amufe yaurfell* for a mo- 
ment with the boo'ks and paintings in my 
clofct there, and 1 will attend you. 

Within a few minutes after Mr Fenton^^ 
had withdrawn, Mr Sneer entered. What,, 
cried he, bowing, all alone. Lady Mait- 
land ? that's furprifing. Your fex, it- 
feemg,are grown very carelefs of improve- 
ment, when they negleft the model by 
which they fhould polifh their manners.- 
O you wretch, exclaimed the Countcfs,. 
what brought you here of all thirgs?* V 
have a woild of company to be with me 
ihis evening; and it they get but a hint 
©f your coming, 1 Ihall be left as muqh 
alone as the Itatue in Bufhx-Fark. ba^^ 
Madam, cries Mr Sneer, is it poffible that 
with all your difcernn)ent )X)u,ihould be 
fo much millakcn ? Permit me to cfftirc 
your ladyihipi that 1 am plagued out of 
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my life, by the folicitations of ntttnbcri 
of the firft quality for my company. 
You, you brute, cried my lady, your com- 
pany courted ! it muft be by Indians then, 
"Who have a reafon of their own for wor- 
fliipping the devil : why you make no more 
of characters, than a reaper does of grafs, 
when he is cutting down weeds. O, 
madam, exclaimed Mr Sneer, they like 
me never the worfe for that ; every one 
gladly compounds for the mainpiing of 
their own char after, to have the pleafure 
of feeing thofe of their neighbours newa 
down. But pray. Madam, what com- 
pany do you expeft this evening ? Why 
there is Colonel Sweetpouder. Colonel 
Sweetpouder of all things? Yes, fir, ziil, 
a very fine gentleman too, in my opinion. 
Why, madam, the man would not Want 
fenie, it is true, if he had not wholly mif- 
takcn the manners oi his profeffioa. Ue 
'--hah oeen, !as l a a told, in fome trifling 
cn.(-jgements, but never had the ruJenols 
to a. tack ft is enemy, without white glo ves» 
He had like to have iolt his life, upon a 
retreat, by the delay which he luade ia 
fearch ot his fword-knot» 

Here a toounan entered, faying. Co- 
lonel Sweetpouder, my lady. l.ady 

MaitUnd, ia)s the Colonel, your truly 
noil dev(#tfid,: Moie your'& than y ou at^ 

any 
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any one's, Mr Sneer; you are extremely 
happy; fir, in your tete a tcte with her 
Ladylhip, but people have not always the 
choice of their company. Severe, Co- 
lonel, very, fevcrc upon my honour, fays 
Mr Sheer. He who wars on the world, 
replies the Colonel, fliould not hope to 
efcape without a fcratch, Mr Sneer ; and 
I have fauks enough to make nae angry 
with all who are cenforious. Colonel, laid 
the Cguntcfs, Mr Sneer has been railing 
at me through fifty families, and is but" 
jull come to aflift nie to rail at my neigh- 
bovirs. On my foul, madam, lays Mr 
Sneer, I am relolved not to ipare the leall 
of your tailings, when 1 am once fo inge- 

jMious as to dilCDver where they lie.^ Your 
jullice, Mr Sneer, to the merits of t^is 
lady, exclaimed the Colonel, entitles you 
to lay what you will againft the. relt of 
womankind. 

Mr Fenton juft then re-entering, the 
Countefs introduced him to her acquaint- 
ance. I hope in Heaven, madam, cried 

_ Mr Sneer, that the company whom you 
expert may be wholly the reverfe ot this 
gentleman s appearance I The mouth of 
raillery muft elfe learn the language of ad* 
miration ; and that would be an exchange 
by no means fuitable to niy tafte. Mr 
icnton bowed, but was filenu 

Hei^ 
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Here was rap, rap, rap, rap ; and im- 
mediately Lady Cribbage's chariot was 
announced. There now, cries Mr Sneer, 
there is the happieft woman in the uni« 
verfe, that's certain. She divides her 
whole time between the two delights of 
her life. Cards and Scandal. She is 
never tired of either, ^nd yet runs from 
one to the other, that variety may give 
the higher relifh to both. 

Lady Cribbage here entered, in all the 
hurry imaginable. She flew and embraced 
the Countefs with tranfport. My dear, 
deareft Lady Maitland, fays fhe, how 
happy am I to have got to you at laft ! 
Heavens, what have 1 endured before I 
could get free of that odious London ? 
What a gauntelope have I run ! a hundred 
and fifty >filits, no lefs upon rep : and 
through fuch a fortment too, as your mer- 
cers fay ! But there is no difpenfmg with 
thefe fopperies ; they hud all dropt cards 
at my gate ; and I coudn't but return the 
vifit, in good manners to myfelf, you 
know. Thcie was Lady Gadabout, and 
Mrs' Chataway, and Mrs Tenderfides, 
and Lady trump, and Lady Dowager 
Goflipper, and iViils Gigiet, the merry 
mifs at threeicore, that you know. La, 
Madam, exclaimed the Countels, why, 
thefe are all perfons of dilUnguiOied 

taihion« 
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fkihion. Ay ay, my (jkar friend, replied 
lady Cribbage^ they are the noughts of tlie 
great world ; when fuch as lady Maitland 
are pleafed to figure before them,, they ac* 
quire a kind of value; they would not 
otherwife be picked up fhould they drop 
on the high-way .--Colonel Swcctpouder, 
ten thoufand pardons ! I really did not 
obferve you* -Your fervant, fir,- — a . 
fine perfon ! (half whifperiijg to lady Mait- 
land)™And you here, Mr Sneer ? you are 
the man of the world to whom we ihould 
pay our firft refpt<5h, if we defire that 
our caps {h(»uld fit ftraight, you know. 

Wliy^ my lady, fays JMr Sneer, wbukl 
you be like the I lirk, and allow no bro- 
ther flanderer near your throne ? but the 
field of foil) and iidicule is wide enough 
for us both. Befides, madam, we aflail in 
very different manners; 1 am like the Par- 
thian, no more thap a b^ck llroke a.nd 
away; but your ladyfhip moves on Ukc 
time or death, and mows down your fex 
without diftinction before you. 0"fye, Mr 
Sneer', faid lady Cribbagc ! What fay you^ 
iir, can you think fo hardly of me i No 
truly, madam, anfwered Mr Fenton; I 
am rather inclined to believe that you on- 
ly prune; for 1 have often oblerved that, 
attcr very keen hands, reputation fprouts 
tnew, and flouiiihes the better. O lady 

Cribbagc, 
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tJribbage, lady Cribbage, exclaimed Mr- . 
Sneer, that'^ the fevereft thing, upon my 
honour, that has been faid this day. What, 
allow a lady the will to do mifchief, and 
not allow her the power ! can any thing 
be (o provoking ? Well, fuppofing it be 
fo, rejoined lady Cribbage, 1 would rather 
be cut by thgt gentleman's razor than Mr 
3neer*8 hatchet. But, apropos, I wondec 
what keeps lady PhilligreeJ 1 met her on 
jny laft vifit, ^nd flie told me flie had but 
half a dozen more to pay and be with us ; 
flie brings with her a new language for the^ 
day, I'll engage. That woman, fays Mr 
Sneer, ought to beilrung up for minting 
our Engli& dialed. True, added the go- 
Jonel, if her coin would pafs. 

Gome, dearefl lady Maitland, cried lady 
Cribbage, while we choice fpirits are got 
together, let us know what company yoi| 
have fummoned for the evening. 1 hope 
in goodnefs yqu hav^ laid in a fufEcient 
fund for merriment. I fliould droop to 
death, if the propriety of their manners 
left no room for laughter. Fear not, faid 
the Countefs ; but mark the charaders as 
they pafs. 

Firft, there is fir Bumkin Toilette. 

JMoft excellent, exclaimed lady Cribbage^ 

the amphibious wretch ! he that is fo like 

• 'sin otter, between his country breeding 

Wdh.lU Q^ that 
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that he can*t git rid of, and his court- 
breeding that he can't afliimc. 
' Again, there is Lord Bottom, carl of 

-IVIanhficld, lately come to the hill. Ay, 
idded the colonel, there is the f ample that 
, nature gave us when ihe intended to fhew 
ipi'hat man ought to be. He! the bear, cries 
Sneer; for heaven's fake, colonel, how 
can yf)u praife aman whole manners are fa 
wholly the reverfe of your own ? I allow 
that he has talents and learning, though 
he feems to know nothing about the mat- 
ter ; and he piques himlelf, folejy, on the 
moft plebeian of all virtues, that of being 

^n Honest >MvvN. Do you know him^ 
Mr Fenton ? Juft enough,* fir, feid Mr 
Fenton, to make me fear that I fliould ra- 
ther afford matter of ridicule to his lord- 
fhip, than hope to be merry at his expence, 
I have been told, faid Sneer, that on his 
return from his travels, he was an accom* 
pliflied cavalier, but he fuddenly took a 
difguft to all manner of politcnefs j and I 
q.ueftion, at this moment, if there be five 
men in England to whom he would fay. 
Your Servant ! And I am confident, added 
the Colonel, that there are not five men 
in England whom he would not ferve, 
* Talk not of him, dear Colonel, exclaim- 
ed lady Cribbage ; he fays more ftocking 
things, in fewer and fimpler words^ than 

any 
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any Cynic that ever breathed. Becaufe 
madam, rejoined the colonel, he is toa 
much our friend to hurt us by flattery, 
and he never reproves but with an inten- 
tion to reform. Well, well, cried Sneer, I 
own there is not nmch matter for laughter 
in his charader. Let us call another c^ufe» 
Who comes next, lady Maitland? 

The widovy Mawkin, fays the Coun- 
tefs, the huge Kentilh fortune. She whof 
kee|>s three marriageable daughters in the 
nurfcry, for tear people (hould be foim-* 
pertinent as to inquire who brought thena 
into the world. 5hc is not yet in defpair 
of a third jointure. And (he would bribe 
Others, by her fmiles, to be as forgetful oC 
her age as fhe is herielf. I never fee her, 
criej lady Cribbage, but (he puts me ini 
mind of a May-morning, when the long 
pole is SfUkwardly hung with flowers and 
garlands. She has b^cn eq;ually happy^ 
adds Mr Sneer, in adorning her mind witii 
the flowers of fcience; and is as ridicu- 
loufly affeifted in the parade of her learn- 
ing as flie is of her drefs. 1 could picy or 
pardon all this, fays the colonel, if flie 
were not fo mercilefs in her cenfares on an 
article of female virtue, to a fingle breach 
of which no man living will ever lead Mrs 
Mawkin into temptation. But, have yoa 

Q a any 
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any more blocks, madam, for the hewing 
out of your Mercuries ? 

Yes, yes, faid the Counteft, there's e»- 
nough to laugh with, and enough to laugh* 
at, 1 warrant you: There't our friend . 
Billy Buflle. O lud ! fcreamed lady Crib- 
bage, I Willi I had brought another gown j 
this is he who is always fo bufy where 
ttere'is nothing to do ; he is fo full of his 
friendihipsi that you never can efcape 
without fome damage; and he fpoils yoa 
a fuit of brocade, in his hurry to reach 
you your coffee. 

* Then, fays the Countefi, there's Mifs 
Trinket. O the pretty bauble! cries Mr 
Sncer,whoevermarrics her wHl have fomei 
thing to hang to his watch. Does Ihe 
bring up the rear of your vifitants, lady^ 
Maitiand? ' ^ 

No, faid the Countefs» we have lady 
Homefpun, with an etcetera of no charac- 
ters, yef to come^^ — Homefpun ! exclaim- 
ed lady Gnbbage ; upon my word, the beft 
^\t of a gammer ot quality that Fknowv 
The good woman would really be fenfible 
company, if fhe was not fo utterly void of 
education. Could you think how the poor 
creature expofedher ignorance t'otherday? 
Ihe popped in where I was engaged at fouf 
handed cobbage. Having peer d over tfe^ 

• garnet 
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game with vaft fagacity, What, fays (he,, 
1 think your ladyuiip has got to your old 
game of quadrille j Ha, ha, ha ! Lady 
Homefpun, I fancy, is one of thofe who 
think of getting into a fadiion, exactly at 
the period that others have got out. 
Madam, faid the Countefs, if lady 
^ Homefpun had time to fpare, from the 
duties of religion and a life of benevo- 
lence, flie would undoubtedly employ it 
in ftudying matters more fuitable to your 
ladyQiip's tafte. Her peccadillos, hovvever,. 
are pardonable on account of her pleafant-- 
ry; for while flic laughs, with great juilice,, 
' at the follies of high life ; fhe laughs at 
• lierfelf alfo, with great good humour, for 
being fo fenfibly out of the tafliion. 

Here again was a loud rapping ; andi 
the peals were repeated with little inter- 
miffion, till all the company arrived. They 
fiicceeded fo quiekly, that lady MiithnA 
h^d (icarce time to receive each of them, 
lyith a diftinclion and manner of adcjrefs^. 
that (he judged moll agreeable to their 
humours and characlers. 

In the firft place.Mrs Philligrce ruQied- 
in and cried. Lady Maitland, I am moil 
iiiperlatively your's. Lam your's madam,. 
£»id the Countefs, politively, beyond all 
^omparifon. Such a ftranger as MifS' 
Trinket ! you have inquired the way at- 
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laft, then. I felickate you^ Mifs, on yotfft* 
aewacquifition, lam told that your greeik; 
molikey is abfolutely the greateft beau^^ 
and the greateft wit, within the purlieus^- 
©f St J^mes !--Sir Bumkin Toilette, how^ 
happy you make us ! I hear yourhave- got? 
rid of afl your vik country-incumbrauces^ 
©f huge houfes and dirty acres^ and that? 
the court w^y now hope tohave you alk 
to itfelf, Mrs Mawkin ! you put us un- 
der a thoufand ahrms ; we were afraid we 
Ihou -dn't have you. Dear madam,^ hdw^ 
cxtremelyrich and elegant is all this! and^ 
how condefcending,. in a lady of yoim 
tafte, to appear to owe any thing to drafts 
and outward ornament. — O^ Mr Buftle^^ 
thrice welcome r our fex may Tiow boaft* 
of having a fervant. For^ thefe other meir*- 
creatures^ are fy liftlefs, or ib awkward;^ 
as not to rinerit a curtfey in the way oft 
^age^.-— My lor<i Man^ficld^ this is^ more* 
tiian an honour, it is a benefit. If lome* 
^f us are not improved before yoialcavo' 
*u« ; I Ihall, for nay own part, take greats 
blanr^e to myfclf—- My dear lady Home*- 
ipun ! hew are the iwtet babies ? how- 
jwe yourobl^ging domeilic^, how are all* 
your cats and.dogs'? , believe me, Itake* 
a-n intereft in the harmony and good hu--^ 
Yiumr of every thing abau^you• 1 think^ 
iiid Udy iiomefpun, they iJil begin < to^ 

cU:oo£,^ 
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^feoop, fiace your lad)r(hip has ce^fed to 
make them happy by your prcfence. 

The carl of IVIansfield-, looking about 
perceived Mr Fenton, turned precipitate 
ly to him^andi catching him in his arms^ 
Mr Fenton> he cried^ how glad am 1 to 
meet youJ what an advantage- I ihall e* 
fteem it at all times a^din all places ! howr 
is my Harry, my little hero? JMr t^n^ 
ton bowed twice.. 

Here, William, fjud the Countefo, tea 
and coffee Land order the tables and cards 
to be laid in the next room. Lord Mans-^ 
field, what news I you are an intimate o£ 
all the foreign cabinets*. 

Our domefUc news, anfwered the earlj. 
is by far the moft extraordinary. It is 
af&rmed that our freeholders, throughout? 
the ihires and boroughs of England, have: 
entered. into a relajjution^ agauiii bribery, 
and corrupiiom 

Our parliament alfo have this moment^ 
in agicanon^ an ad for eitablilhing the? 
two virtues ot Probity and Chastity^ 
xiefpeftively, amoug^ the fexcs. 1 o this act 
they f ui tner propofe to add I'everal clau-*' 
fcs, in tnc nature or a cooicil dimexed to 
~a will. Among oiheis, it is intended>to 
make a general exchange ot the forms of 
good, manuefs, tor the ofli::cs otgs)od naw 
laue; and aUaii^ of Dencvoience are here^^ 

ai'ter. 
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gfter to pafs> by an immutable lawj fete* 
proofs ot high breeding. 

It is further to be euafted, -that everjT 
courtier or great man may be fucd upon 
•his p^-omife \ or even on fuch intimations 
of nods, fmiles, or whifpeis, or Iqneezes 
by the hand, as may credibly be fuppo- 
fcd to keep people in' expectation. No 
advantage is to be taken ot ignorance by 
any trader, nor of innocence in the com«^ 
merce between the lexes. The glovir of 
modcliy is the only rouge that will be al*- 
lowed to any fair face of quality, in thefc^ 
his majefiy's dominions. 

No perfon of any ftation will hereafter 
\t permitted to g® abroad in fearch o£ 
faults, till^hey can find none at home by 
the help of a candle. And lalUy, all flan^ 
der is to be accounted petty- treafon : for-^ 
aimuch as it has been intimated, fome« 
how or other, that the lofs of a good name: 
13 more deplorable in-it^ confequenccs,, 
than the lots of any other property, or 
even of liie; 

Hey da) ! exclaims the Counteft, at 
this rate we fliall have lady Homefp un at 
the very tip top ot the mode.—- Ay, fays 
Mils iunket; but what will become of 
your lad) Chip, wLoarenow accounted thp^ 
pattern of all elegance and poliiieiieis i** O' 
Mii^, cried the Colonel, Lady MaiilanA 

' Willi 
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tfrill do well enough t flie has only ta 
drop a few articles that are fuperfluou^ 
to her good fenfe and her good nature. 
She will thereby, as I take it, be only un- 
dreffed, and happily reftcHTcd to all her 
native lovelinefs. 

Dem^me, exclaims fir Bumkin, if mat- 
ters come to this pafs, I fhall have made 
a fine kettle of fifli on*t, fhant I ? to throw 
away fo many thoufands of pounds, with 
an immenGty of timeandpainson delicacy, 
and talle, and virtu, and the beau-mondei 
iind all that — What,criesMrsMawkin,are 
our Parliament bcfide themfelves ? Her6- 
has the world been growing up> thefe~ fix 
thoufand years, to its grand climacteric of 
courtly accompliflioients; and now they 
would overthrow the whole building, and 
mix usof the pinnacle with the dull of the 
vulgar, H we of high life are to be laid 
under reftraiuts, with cits and villagers, 
what advantage will fortune give us ? it 
will IK) longer be of any ufe to its owners* 
—This is prepofteroufly, Q'ied Mrs Philli* 
gree, the moll laughable fcheme that ever 
was coflceivable on this fide the tropicw 
Our parliament would affect to be an he- 
leroclite to all other parliaments. But theS 
beft on*t is, that their power is^immenfe* 
ly too little for the greatnefe of the im^ 
meniity of their undertaking. Pardon m4 

madaii^ 
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madam, replied the colonel, I know of no^ 
thing bcyqnd the ability of our Parlia- 
ment. In fpirituals alike as temporals, 
their power is the fame in England as thati 
of the Pope is at Rome ; they can bind or 
loofe, at plcafure, in Heaven as on Earth. 
1— Befide, madam, adds Sneer, with refpe£t 
to our Parliament, this is very far fron> 
being a laughable fcheme ; I rather hold 
it to be both loveable and laudable. They 
muft thereby forego no inconfiderable ad- 
vantages on their own part. They will 
no longer be intcrefted in the proftitution 
of their conllituents, or the fale of their 
country. - They have it even in contem- 
plation to 4pcline their capital privilege of 
maintaining their families at the expence 
of their neighbours ; and propoie for th# 
future, to pay their debts.— 1 hope, my 
lord, fays Mr Buille, your new laws ara 
not to be put in force againfl the offices 
of friendfliip and civil manners. No, fir,, 
fays lord Mansfield, only againll th^ pa»» 
rade of them. ^ 

Here Mr Buftle obfcrved that the cof- 
fee was filled out, and nife with precipi* 
tation to help the lauicb. — AWriy, yoa 
wretch, keep tram me a mile ! Icreamed 
out lady Ciiboage. No nearer, dear fir, 
no nearer 1 beicech you, exclai.ued Mrs 
Fhilii^ec aud JMiU rriakcc— Mr Buitle, 

lays 
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fays lord Manbficld, I would advife you, 
to tender your fervices to lady Maitland 
and lady H jmefpun ; if you happen to 
fpill your coffee on their clothes, you Will 
oblige theoi with an a apology for giving 
them away to the firft poor body, 
I wilh, my lord, fays lady Cribbage, that 
you knew how to compliment fome, with 
lefs expence to others. But apropos, my 
lord, thefe fame compallive acts againil 
flander, and going from home in fearch 
of faults, as you phrafe it -^ have they yet 

paffed into a law ? They have not, 

madam. O, then we may take good- 
man Time by the forelock* Pray, ladies, 
have ye heard any thing lately of the two 

Mifs Worthy's ? Nothing new, an- 

fwered the Countefs, nothing more than 
•that they are both very good and very 
amiable.-— Poor orphans ! fays lady Crib- 
bage, they are greatly to be pitied. The 
cldeft has preferred an intrigue with her 
guardian's footman to the honourable ad- 
dreflcs of Mr Melvin, and is retiied for 
a month or fp to hei: auht in the country. 
While her filler, on the other hand, pre- 
ferred lawful marriage with the butler to 
a fettlemcnt of a thoufarid a-year from his 

grace of A . Mifs Worthy, faid the 

"colonel, is certainly gone to her aunt's, as 
your ladyfliip intimated j for Mr Melvin 

and 
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and I are to be with her in a few days, bjr 
her own appointment : and I can vouch^ 
that htr fiiiei has married the butler your 
ladyihip mentions, tor he is a very par- 
ticular friend of mine ; a young gentle- 
man o^ great merit, family, and fortune, 
uho ailumed that difguife, like aheroia 
romance, in order to gain the nearer ac- 
cefs to his princefs. 

Forihame, gentlemen, fays lord Mans- 
field, no more of your vindications, I bc- 
fecch ye. Perhaps there is not a iingle 
perion prjefent, who is not at this moment 
a fubjeft of raillery, may -hap of calumny, 
to fome other tea-table. Let us alfo take 
up the racket ^d return the ball of fcan- 
jdal. Indeed, 1 know few people of whom 
any good can be faid ; and none who may 
not be cenfured, without offence to tiuth. 
Befide, as evil is now fpoken fo univeifally 
of e\eiy body, no one is hurt thereby. 
If any, in particular, fliould efcape de- 
traction, it might juftly be fuTpeded that 
they had no one quality that delerved to 
be envied. 

b fye, my lord, cried lady Cribbagc, 
how can you tliink io uncharitably of 
people? there are many of my aquaint- 
ance who have really valuable qualities. 
*Tis true, there is lady Gamelove, and Mrs 
Situp, and Mifs Freak, and a hundrefi 

others. 
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rthcrs, whofe heads will fit the cap oi 
fcandaU turn it which way you will. But 
then there is Mrs Orderly, and, Mifs 
Neighbourly, and a few others, whofe re- 
putations remain almoft quite un(ullied» 
If Mrs Orderly has faults, Ihe however has 
the difcretion $o keep them from view* 
Mifs Neighbourly, indeed, does not fet 
up for a beauty ; flie kaow& Ihe will have 
nothing to repent of for any murders 
committed by her pinking eyes ;. but thea 
ihe is the bell tempered and pleafanteft 
body breathing; flie never fails to excite 
merriment wherever flie comes ; 'tis a 
j;)ity it fliQuld ever happen at her awa 
cxpence. 

if i didn't fear to be tedious, faid lady 
Homefpun, 1 could give you a recent ftoiy 
that affected me extremely. The compa>- 
ny inflantly urged her to gratify their cu* 
riofity, and flie began as follows : 

Some weeks ago, I fent to the fervants 
office to inquire for a female of foaie edii* 
cation, who might affifl: me in the indruc* 
tion of my litclc girls. The day foilow* 
iBg a young woman came to be hired. 
Her appearance was moft befpcaking; 
and, with a couiteBaace expreffive of 
every virtue, flie looked a reaunc icioa 
of the fmalleft title thereto. 

Voi.. II. H I aiked 
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I afked for her charafter ; but flie an*- 
fwcred, with an air of the deepcft humi^ 
liation, that ihehad never been atfcrviccj 
that ihe was an unfortunate firanger who 
deferved no one's good word ; and that 
Ihe had nothing to aik, but my acceptance 
of ber labour, and the ihelter of niy 
roof. 

I had not the heart to rejeft her j and, 
on trial, I found that ihe was miftrefs of 
the polite languages, and of every female 
accomplifhment, though fbe did notfeem 
to have reached her two and twentieth 
year. 

She grew extremely fond of my chil- 
dren. She ufcd to look with a melancho- 
ly kind of pleafufe upon them ; and fre- 
quently, during the times of her drefiing 
or inftruding them, I obferved her ttars 
ftriving to fteal av ay unnoticed. 

Ihis, with the thoufand elegancies that 
accompanied her words and aaions, made 
me impatient to know whence and who 
flie was* She f erceived my curiofity ; and 
with a befeeching and niortified air. Ah 
madam ! laid fbe, feek not to hate me ; 
feek not to know the ftory of my fliame, 
fince it cannot be told without reflcd- 
ing diicredit on perfons- of worth and 
honour. * 

The 
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' The day after, Sir Hancner Homefpun 
ca'Tie in, where Peggy, for fo flie called 
herfelf, was chatting with aiy little girls 
^t the further end of the room. 1 arn 
come, my de.ar, faid he, from a viiit to 
Mr Grace, the new acquaintance in whofe 
praife you heard me Ipeak fo largely. I 
inquired out his houfe, and went up with- 
out ceremony. As 1 entered his cham- 
ber, I was ftruck with a new and very 
affecting object. He fat oppofite to a 
pier glafs, wherein I obferved him, un- 
noticed ; and on each knee he held an in- 
fant, over whom he wept plentifully, 
while he carefl'ed them, in turns, and 
tenderly prefled them to his bofom. 

At length he perceived me, and rofe 
in confulion. You have caught me. Sir 
Hanmer, faid he, lamenting tne lofs of a 
falfe woman, whom yet 1 cannot ceafe to 
Jove, and whofe fault has not been able 
to abate my fondnefs for thefe her inno- 
cent offspring. The mifguided wretch, 
.while I was lately in the country, eloped 
with lord Riot from her own honour and 
happinefs. Lord Riot has fince paid hig 
"trefpafs with his life ; but what is become 
of my Peggy I know not. Can 1 depend 
on your goodaefs to inquire her out ? lis 
;a pity that one fo lovely fliojuld be uttec- 
4y loii. Here is a bill for 500 /. difpofe 

R2 m£ 
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©f it, my friend, as you think bed for 
her advantage, and let not her necef&tics 
plunge her deeper in guilt. 

Here tlie children flirieked out, and 
cried that Peggy was dead, their Peggy 
%'AS dead ! We inAantly ran to them, and 
fcund her in a fit, in which fhe continued 
fcveral hours without fignof Hfe. Asfoon 
as flie opened her eyes, (be turned them 
languidly upon me. Ah, madam ! faid 
fhe, you know me now. I am faulty in* 
deed, but much more unfortunate. Andt 
as you were lately dcfirous to hear my 
ftory, you fliall have it >vithout extenu- 
ation ordifguife. 

I am daughter to a poor farmer, wh^ 
was tenant to the father of Mr Grace. 
When I was about nine years old, the 
young gentleman, who was lately letuin- 
ed from the college, happened to be out 
a fporting, and called in at my father's* 
1 confidered him as a fpecies quite differ- 
ent from all 1 had feen of man. His pre- 
fence gave m^ a pleasure till then unfd^ 
and his parting was as the lois of fome- 
thing extremely dear. 

From that time h^ chofe our part of 
the country for the fceneof his divcriion9» 
and bis vifits became longer and more 
il^e^uent. tid o£ver faU^o to bring me 

ivoift. 
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Ibmc little prefcnt, ^nd I betrayed my 
afiFc<Ston by many artlefs teftimonies. 

In about three years, oW Mr Grace 
died. My father got, ne one knew how, 
into plentiful circumftances, andfent mc 
lo a boarding-fchool, where I was care-^ 
fully educated in all the becoming mat* 
ters of which I was capable. 
, I now began to apprehend from whom* 
;ny advantages flowed; and my young 
heart was penetrated with the moft lively 
and affeding gratitude. I grew more re- 
ferved, however, ad my fehtiments grew" 
more ardent ; and, whenever my bene- 
factor came to vifit me, we appeared un-^ 
^ ^der a mutual reftraint. from the fuppref*- 
fion of paifions, which I thought it inde- 
cent and he unfe^ifonable, to exprefs. 

When I arrived, at the age of fixteen 
years, Mr Grace publicly addreffed me 
lor maniage.. Can you think it, madam, 
-that whilcmy heart embraced tt*e over- 
,ture with the wajrmeil tranfport; it was^ 
.yet with the ftrongcll reluctance, that I 
yielded to a happincls which I deemed fa 
injurious to the honour and interell of 
him, 'whom 1 loved as I loved my owui 
foul. 

Five years, the happieft fure that ever' 
,"were pafled upon earth, I lived oleflxng; 
.;md bUflcd by my heart's chpfen mailer,. 
. . . il i amli 
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and bore him three lovely, refemblaaces^it^ 
the image that vras always prefeot to my^ 

foul. V ^ 

One night Mr Grace, returning fat ^r 
than ufual, brought home a wounded- 
^entlenian^ but entered as piivately as- 
poffible, for fear of alarming m<. This 
gentleman was lord l^ot,. whofe life Mr 
Grace had faved* at the peril of his own^ 
from thereientnientof an injured hu&anc^^ 
who had frt upon him with advantage*. 

As it was feared that his wounds were 
mortal, the furgcons advifed that her 
fliuuld. not be removed, and he lay fix. 
weeks at our houfe ; where, induced by. 
holpicali^y and the defire of my hufband|. 
I.ait&nded him with a care and tender*- 
nefi^ that he rewarded with perdition. 

When he took his l«ave of ui, he feem— 
cri to labour under a.fenie of infufierabie.^ 
obligations. As foon as Jiis health was^ 
efiaDhfhed, he fent me a.diamoAd iibeckv 
laoei of great value; but Mr Grace watti 
then in the country, and IdirecUy return— 
^ the traitorVpr dent.. The next day hc/ 
fejit up his name, and leqpefted to be ad^ 
mltted;,but lexcufiwi myielf from rec^ 
viDg^the vifits of gentlcjuen in theabfence.* 
of Ui) hufband. Theday follownig, how? 
ever, having bribed m> fervants^ he waSs 
^eimiited^ta tjatci^. mjr chaaiber; wbea# 

withouult 
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wit&outaddrdSiig a virard to his lordQiip^, 
1 feverely rebuked my maid for fiich all 
Hifolent intrufion, and withdrawing h^ 
"Etily tamy clofet, Iclapt-to thedoor. 

After this I heard no more of lord Riot. 
fe>r fome time; but, alab! he and his dia- 
bolical inHruments were not idle. One 
evening, being fei2sed with an unacccfunt^ 
able drowasineft^ I lay down, and was io^ 
fcnfible to every thing tliat paffed^ *till E 
awakened the day following in- a ftrange: 
beJ« and in the arms of my cruel and ac?> 
curfed undoen 

I inftantly (creatned out; and, puihing^ 
film violently fro fn me, (prungout upoa-. 
the floor. While 1 huddled on my clotiies,. 
all the horrora of my condition rofc tuiL 
upon my view;. I flew to the door, but: 
finding it lock^, Iwas feized vwth fuddea^ 
madneis.. I daflied the piers and jars to> 
&ivers. I caught whatever came in my 
way, and threw it at the villain, who, ter- 
lified by my fury, made his cfcape thro^ 
a back-door, and bolted it after him. 

Some women- whom he fenc to me re^ 
€X)vered me from a fit. The dear and. 
tender images of hufband and childrea- 
thcn came to my. mind. My rage was. 
drbwned in my grief } I wept andfoDOedi 
ndthout ceafiog5 

Botr 
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For three weeks^I continued thus lin^ 
enured and inconfolable, my fits of frenzy 
ilill returning whenever Lord Riot prc>- 
fented hitnfclt to my view. At length.1 
aflumed the patience to expoftulate with 
him on the irretrievable ruin he had 
brought upon me, my wreck of fame and 
Jionour; and what was infinitely woiiJj^ 
my lofs of hufband and children, to whofie 
faces I never more fhould dare to lift aa. 
eye. 

.^ . While I continued to reproach my be- 
trayer, we heard a buftle below flairs.. 
He flew to fame piftols that hung in the 
apartment. The door burft open. . My 
hufband fuddenly enti^red. Lord Riot 
£ied at him, and fomebody fell. But-I 
waited not to enquire into the iffue of 
the fcuffle. The iaee of my injured huf-- 
,band was now more dreadtul to me than 
that ot my raviiher. The doois lay open, 
.1 hurried to the llreet. Iflcw along Ikncw 
,jaot where ; and running into a little Ihop,. 
1 fat ciown by the counter, and tainted 
away. . . 

Ihe poor woman of that; little houie 

Behaved hcrfelt toward me with much hu- 

, inanity. 1 told her part of my unhappy 

, flory. And, as I determined ior ever. to 

hioe.myfelf from family and acquaintancCj 

anda& far as ^cfUble Irom the world, ih^ 
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Iptrt mc in the way of getting into fervice ; 
whereby I have received the only confola^ 
tion, of which I am capable on this fide 
the grave, that of your ladylhip's favour 
and protection. 

Here Mrs Grace clofed her diftrcftful 
hiftory. As Sir Hanqpcr and 1 greatly 
pitied and eftecmcd her, we endeavoured 
to give her comfort, by obfcrving that 
there >yas notliing in this adventure, 
v^ herewith the molt cenlorious, or even z 
iu&and of the moft delicate (eatiments, 
could reproach her. All, madam, faid 
flic, when my body was as pure as my 
fpirit, I was every way unworthy of Mr 
Grace ; and (hall I now bring pollution ta 
his honourable bofom? How will the 
world interpret my rcfiding three weeks 
the houfe and cultody ot a hoertine f A- 
ias, [ have no portion fave difgrace to 
bequeith to my dear infants, nor any Ic^ 

fpcy to my, kindred but confuiou of 
dce. But— — 1 feel that I haiten to the 
cad of my forrows.. 

As Ihc fpoke her countenance altered^ 
and we pcrfuaded her Co lie down and 
try to take la ae repofe^ ' 

Within an hour or two after^ a gentle- 
man came, and haliily inquired tot my 
hufband. It was Mr Grace. My deac 
4^ir Uaai&er„ laid he eag^erly ,. rejoice witb^ 
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mc ! my Peggy is innocent, flie is virtuotn 
as ever. That ruffian Lord Riot, by the 
promife of a thoufand guineas, prevailed 
on her woman -to give her a fleeping po- 
tion, and had her conveyed to his houfe 
during her ftatc of infenfibility. O my 
Peggy, might I but behold you .once a* 
gain ! Riot, finding it impoflible to fub* 
;duc her to his pUafure,.retufed to pay the 
woman the price of her perfidy, and Ihein 
revenge told n;e where he held my wife 
fetreted. O my diftrefled, my Ihamefaced 
angd, wh ii is become of you? 1 took out 
•a iep:evin, and forced my way into the 
.viilain*s hcufe. He aimed a piitol at me, 
,but hctppened to ihoot his accomplice. 
He then drew his iword, but at the fe- 
cond pafs I pierced him to the hedrt. 
-The traitrefb did not immediately die of 
Jier wound; flie furvived ti,U within this 
liour, and in her mortal agonies ihc re- 
vealed to me all the circumitances of this 
.diabolical plot. 

Here we confoled Mr Grace, by ii>- 
forming him that his lady was fafe and in 
.the houfe ; but that flie wa3 fomething ia- 
difpoied, and had lain down to reft. Hifi 
impatience was too great to be.reftrained 
from feeing her. 1 entered her chamber 
firft, and apprifed her of his aoming. As 
he tenderly approached, ihc ftattedjup i^ 
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Her bed, and her bofom was agitated with 
agonizing emotions. She gazed wildly at 
him. She attempted to fpeak, but could 
iiot .fiiid utteraace; when, feizing his 
hand, and catching it to her lips, Ihe funk 
down gently, and expired upon the.prci?^ 
fure. 

As fome of the company ftill continued 
to honour lady Homefpun's pathetic nar- 
ration with their tears, lady Gribbige 
cried out, Cards, cards here immediately, 
to drive away melancholy ! 

After cards an elegant fupper was 
ferved up, and after fupper the converfa- 
tion happened to turn upon drefs. 

It is not amazing, cried Sneer, (with a 
farcaltical glance at the ladies) is it not 
amazing to think, that the nature and 
reafon of things fiiould be fo wholly in« 
•verted as, in Tome cafes, to mean and 
cffcft the very reverfe of their original in*- 
tention and inllitution ? 1 he firft ufe that 
was made oFthe fig-leaf deraonftrates, 
that dreis was folely appointed for the co- 
vering of Ihame and nakednefs : and yet 
woman has been fo ingenious, in procefs 
of time, as to turn the lofs of her robe 
,cf original innocence, into matter of piide 
and oilentation. 

The covering from cold, as well as 
from ihame, laid the Colonel, may be al- 
^ lowed 
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lowed of ibine fcnfible ufe, with rcfpefl 
to drefs ; at Icaft axnoag us, who are pla« 
ced fo tar north of the tropic 

Our neighbour Lewis^ laft wioter, had 
occafion to pais through the fireets of 
Paris. His travelling palace was drawa 
by eight white deeds. The froft was in- 
tenfely &arp ; the glafies were all drawn 
up ; and this warm enterprizer for uni-* 
verial monarchy, fat ihivering amidft the 
wrappings of his iurrs and robings. 

As be palled, he efpird a yourg man 
of a portly perfonage, ftanding at an 
angle, clad in a fingle filk coat, with his 
hair powdered^ut, and his hat under his 
arm. 

Lewis inftantly pulled the bell; his 
coach flopped ; he let down a fide win* 
do w ; he ordered the granger to be called ; 
and, as iciothipg makes a m^ai fo maiW 
nerly as the fenhble want of fometbing 
from the party to whom he applies, the 
^iloc^ch addrefied him with the luc^i gra- 
cious and affable air, and requefted to 
know by uhat means he could keep 
himfelf lo warm, in fuch extremity of 
weather. 

That, Sire, anfvrercd theftrangcr, is a 
fccret which my honour forbids me to 
reveal; and which nothing ihall extort 
from ukCf iavc the commands of your Ma- 

jctfyV 
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^cfty. I promife you, fir, faid the King, 
that I fhall not be ungrateful,- and thatyoa 
Ihali have no caufe to repent youf ha- 
ving entrufted me with your recipe. I 
engage then, Sire, that provided you fol- 
low my prefcription, there Ihall not be fo 
warm a JVIonarch in the Univerfe. I am 
impatient, pray inform me, what am I to 
do ? As I do, lo pleafe your Majefty ; put 
your whole wardrobe upon your back ! 
The King laughed himfelf into a heat, 
and that very hour ordered a commiflion 
in his own guards to be made out for his 
prefcriber. 

Yqur ftory, Colonelj'Ts elegantly face- 
tious, faid lady Maitland. 1 apprehend, 
however, that other valiiable purpofes are 
Stnfwered by drefs, over and above the 
mere decency and comfort of clothing. 
Wereit not fpr the various diftinclions of 
drefi, it would be impoffible to point out 
the feveral orders of men throughout the 
refpeftive fubordinations that are necef- 
fary to fociety. Without this ufeful cx- 
|)edient, we fliould be in utter confufion, 
we fhould nqt know who was who ; wc 
Ihould not know to whom refpect or o- 
bcdience was due, nor be able to afcer- 
tain the prince from the pcafant. 

O lud, cried Mrs Mawkin, as your 
. J[jhdyfhip fays, how frightfully humbling 

Vol. lit • 5 and 
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and mortifying it would be ! Without tht 
xichnefs of drefs, how ihould we of the 
^and monde Ihcwany difference between 
i)urfelves and vile plebeians ? 

O, Madam, anfwered Lady Cribbage, 
plebeians are not confined to low life^ 
alone ; the great world has its vulgar too, 
J affure you. The difference does not lie 
in the richnefs ; I hive feen an afs cloth- 
ed in a very gorgeous funnpter-eloth. 
The true difUnftion lies in wearing the 
qualities of the mind on the outward 
liabit, in the peculiarity of fancy and ele- 
gance of tafte. 

Your lad) fliip might furely have added, 
faid Mils Trinket, that drcis is a hand^ 
maid to beauty too ; it ferves to adorn and 
embellifh nature with art, and to make 
what was lovely ftill more attracting* 
However brilliant a diamond may be in it- 
felf, it w^nts of its value and luftre, tiU 
fuitably fet ; there may be an elegance to 
be fure in the manner of fetting, but ftill it 
ought to be cafed in nothing but gold. - 

1 greatly lament the departure of Mrg 
FhiUigree, faid lord Mansfield, it is fhe 
who would h ave adorn ed y our ornaments, 
ladies ; and have dreffed out drefs itfelf, 
in a fumptuous outre of terms, and new 
cut of phrafe. I agree'%Mleed,,with the 
countels, that fome tokens or miAUggigu 
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ftich as thofc that drefs fupplies, are re-* 
ijuifite for diftinguifhing the feveral or- 
ders and fubordinations of people in a 
community; but I am forry to find that 
' tliefe fame markings or tokens (hould, ve- 
ry nearly, engrofs the whole of the things? 
intended to be fignified. If you take the 
full-bottomed wig from a judge, what will 
become of his wifdom? 'or lawn and fat- 
tin from bifliops, what would become of 
their fanclity ? or^lhould monarchs be de- 
prived of their crowns and regalia, I doubt 
it would be a fearful abridgement of ma-- 
jefty. 

I alfo agree with lady Cribbage, that 
the qualities of the mind are worn on the 
- outward habit. But, pray ye, what fore- 
of internal qualities do thofe external ha* 
bits exhibit ? even every fpecies of aflecla-- 
tion, folly, and vanity, that is conceivable* 
The whole futile foul of a female feems to 
haveforfaken its frail manfion, and to float 
upon the furface of her attire. In the^ 
long labours of. the toilette, where fo* 
much pains, time, and treafure is expend* 
cd on an elaborate externity, does not x 
woman as good as confefs, that the whole 
ef her value lies where the whole of her* 
care is beflowed ? 

Now, in all thefe operations, female- 
vanity propoles to excite the fame fenik^ 
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tions in others, that it feels in and for St- 
fclf, on the pleafing contemplatioa of its 
l^wn image. Ah mifdeeming and pitiable 
objeds ! while ye pafs along, or fit exalt* 
ed in yeur imaginary preeminence, fome 
et your fex behold you with an eye oi 
contempt, others with an eye of envy^ 
and all with an eye of naalevolencCi' in- 
qwifitive after your mifcarriages, and de* 
firous of publifhing and magnifying the 
fmalleft of your failings. 

Men, indeed, behold you with an eye 
ef plcafure, becaufc they draw an infe- 
rence from your vanity that flatters their 
©w:n.. rhey contemplate you as drefling, 
at them^ They confidcr the labours of 
your toilette as a confeiSon of defiring, 
to be defiled} as an advance on , your 
part, and a kind of challenge for them ta 
approach and capitulate. 

1 own that beauty, as Mifs Trinket has 
^blervcd, may occafionally derive a fort 
of aceeflion from drefs, like a diamond 
encafcd in precious metal. But how much, 
more generally do we obierve conceited 
yglineis and deformity deriving addition- 
al darknels. from the luftre that furrounds. 
it, like a turnip or toadfiool encircled by 
gems I 

Whether finery gives additional force 
IQ tke magaeit of beauty, for exciting and. 

dra,winj5; 



drawing our affedions to it, is an artlcle- 
of which I am much in doubt. What fay' 
you to this queftion, Mr Fenton ? 

I hold, my lord, faid Mr Trenton, that 
finery is merely a Narciflus, that neither 
loves nor is beloved by any except itfelf.- 
It is much to be q^ueftioned whether belle- 
or beau ever engaged the affeftions of any 
fenfible perfon of the oppofite fex ; and,, 
where they themfelves have been fufcep- 
tible of the delicate ©afilon, they, from* 
'that moment, ccafed to be belles or beaus. 
Paris is the only beau, as I remember, that 
€ver was capable of loving a woman ; and^ 
yet, as you all know, {he was not a dreffed 
kdy to whom he gave the prize. 

Dame Iris was the greateft belle in all' 
the heaven ot Pagantheology. She was,, 
as we may fay, the female Jofeph dreffed 
oujt in her gay coat of many colours j and 
yet we do not find that fhe ever attraSed 
the love of a fingle immortal, or even 
mortalj though fhe duly and daily viiitS' 
them in all her finery, and fails not to' 
flied Ihowers of tears at their difdain. 

Finery may dazzle, it may awe, but 
cannot poffibly excite the fmalleft pittance- 
of affedion. This can alone be done by 
ibmahing more perfooal, by fomething; 
leis fupcrficial. Even the Jimplex mundi"- 
li/j^. that ornamenf of a clean fimplictty,, 

& ji recamT 



recommended by Horace, can operate on^ 
ly by imitation of deepCT purity. Thc^ 
"Virtues alone can weave the truly en- 
chanting lobe of female influence,^ and 
the Graces alone gird on the Cacftus or 
girdle of irrefiftible beauty. 

Among the infinite variety of femal^^ 
fafliions, which,, in tums» hare been fan* 
t-aflically predominant upon earth, I re* 
ar.ember but of one fo very obfoleteas not 
to hive revived in fome diftant age or clif 
n ate. That the memcEy of this (ame fa- 
ftion ftiould not be wholly loft^ it i» re* 
corded by St Paul in his jirft epiftle to^ 
Timothy. There he recommends itta 
the ladies, to ** adorn themfclves with fo- 
♦* biiety and fliamefacedncfs^ . not witht 
♦* broidered hair, cr gold, or pearls, or 
•* coRly array .'' 

Sjt Paul, however, in this piede of ad- 
vice, appears to have ipread a net foe the 
hearts of his own fex. The haughty, re- 
hiclant, and flubborn fpirit of man, can 
%€}€& wealth and tide, can look with in- 
diflerence on tbefe fy mmetry of fliape aBd> 
features, and guarxl itfelf againfi the atp 
tack of female artifice ; but female balh^ 
iulntfe is an unconicious thief, to >\hc>ni. 
the doors of all hearts are infianily thsown 
epen. 

In fhort, the maid who would achieve* 
the whok kuxel of con^uil, muH rot be 

obvious 
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©bvfous or obtrufivc ; like Daphne, fhe: 
Hiuft fly thougti purfufid by an Apollo* 

Here the company, breaking up, gave 
diftinxJl and preffing invitations to Mr 
Fen ton ; but he politely excufed his at- 
tendance for the prefent, on account of 
a multiplicity of rndifpenfible buiinefs. 

On the following morning, as he fat in' 
bis ftudy,. fome one tapped at the door ;. 
and, on being defired to walk in^ wha 
fhould enter but lady Maitland in an a- 
greeable delhabille. 

Mr Fenton, faid (he (deeply blufliing^ 

and hefitating) I, I you mutt think 

it very odd 1 fay. Sir, I flvould not 

have intruded upon you, thus out of all 
form, perhaps indecently, unfeafonably. 
*— i^leafe to be feated, Madam, 
The bufincfk 1 come upon^ Sir, is fo very 
interetting, fo concerning to my peace,, 
that I could not refufe myfelf this oppor- 
tunity of breaking in upon you. Be 

aflured, my dear Madam, that the great- 
eft pleafure you can do me is to let me 
know, as foon as pofiijle, wherein I can. 
ferve you* 

Herp the countefs^ looking eagerly and 
inquili^-ively on him, put Her hand in her 
bofom, took out a picture, and alternately 
furve)ing the one and the other. Yes, Ihc 
^udj, it IS, it mult ceiitainly be lb. 1 hen,,. 

reachmg 
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5>caching out the picture. Can you tell me^ 
Sir, faid flie, for whom this was drawnj. 
ter rather do you rcmeoiber'to whom you- 
gave it? 

Mr Fcnton took the pi^ure, looked atf 
it, and ftarted ; when, recollecting ideas 
and paflages as from afar off, Good God-L 
he exclaimed, is it poffible, can you be. 
my little Fanny Goodall? Yes, my dearefl: 
coufin, anfwered the counte(s, as furely- 
as you are the ftiii too amiable Harry 
Clinton. . 

' Hereupon they both rofe fuddenly, and' 
fAv Fenton, catching his qpondam-Fanny 
in his arms, preffed her to his bofom with 
warm and kindred affection* But the a-^ 
gitation of the countefs was too bigfoi? 
utterance; 'till, refuming her chair, flie 
gave fcope to her paffion, and burll into 
a violent flood of tears* 

After a mutual and'affefting filen^c ;; 
Ah! cries Mr Fentcni in a voice expref^ 
five of much emotion, how am I, my- 
iuvely coulin, to interpret ihefie tears? Am 
Itoconfider them as further proois ot 
your ancient averfion to me, or as kindv 
ly and dear inllances ot your reiurningv 

sfFcAion ? The countefs antw^rcdnot j-^ 

and Mr Fcnton cimtinued 

Yoti may remember, my coufin, that I 
Bad very few relatione. My 6nl) brother 
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ever continued to behave himfelf toward 
me, as an alien and an enemy ; and my 
only uncle and guardian, who, in his later 
years, became your father, was no way 
agreeable to my tafte or difpofition. Irt 
y ©u, therefore, from your infancy, in yoa 
alone, my amiable coufin, I had centred 
all my fenfations of fatherhood, brother- ' 
h.ood, all the afFcdioas and tender feel* 
ings that naturally arife froni kindred and 
confanguinity. How have I been delight- 
ed with your infantine prattle ! how have 
I exulted in your opening charms I On the 
cieath of my firft wife you were my only 
confolation^ and, in your innocent careffes 
and attractive endearments, I feh a fweet* 
Befs of emotion that I never felt before. 

On my return from France, with what 
tranfports did you receive met we grew^ 
as it were in our embracemcnts, to each 
other* You were then, as I apprehend^ 
about ten years of age. But, on my next 
vifit, you refufed to be fcen by me. Sooa 
after, yoii were taken ill. I daily went, 
with an aching heart, to enquire after your 
health ^ but your mamma peremptorily 
refufed me admiflion to your prefence^ 
till, on your recovery, you were conveyed 
from me, and fecreted into the country*. 

Though this unkindnefs went near my 
iueart,, it did oat alter my affections : { 

m 
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fiill continued to inquire after you, I ftill 
continued to be interefted in you, and I 
preferred my ardent wifhes and prayers 
to Heaven for your profperity. 

Mr Fenton, faid lady Maitland, (you 
have unqueftionably your reafons for 
chufing to be fo called) I am very fenfrble. 
Sir, I fay^ of your extraordinary partiality 
to me frona my earlieft years. Your ten- 
dernefs as you mentioned, was that of the 
fond eft of fathers or brothers. You knew 
the degree and kind of afFeclion that was 
fuitable between fuch relations ; acd yoa 
kept yourfelf precifely within the limits.- 
But, alas! for my part, I knew no fucb 
diftinftions. I was as a piece of virgin- 
wax, warmed and willingly yielding to the 
firft kindly impreffion* You made that 
impreflion, my coufin, you madis it deep 
and entire. As I had but^he one hearty 
fo 1 had but the one love; and that love 
was. all your owu, without diftinclion Of 
degree. 

Gracicus Heaven, exclaimed Mr Fen- 
ton, what is tiiis^you tell m^, M^dam? Is 
it pofiijie, thai, at your years, you Ihould 
aclually conceive a paflion for one who 
migiit aiiiioli have be^ii your gran dtatfaer? 
Ah; if that be the caie, what have 1 not 
to anlwer, tor indulging you and mylcif 
iu Uaoie innocent cax clles,. which, at that 

timc^ 
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time, fondly conftituted the moft pieafing 
feafations of my Kfe ! 

Alas, replied the countefs, if you have 
any thing to anfwer for, on that account, 
the charge indeed is very weighty which 
1 have to bring agiinft you. 

I was not eight years old when I beg- 
ged this pidure from you, which you gc- 
xieroufly enriched with this circlet of dia- 
monds. Soon after, you went to France; 
and, during your abfence, this picture was 
my conllant companion, whom I carefled, 
whom I talked to, and to whom alone I 
made my complaints in all my little mat- 
ters of grievance. 

I know not by what inftinct or kind of 
cunning it was, that I endeavoured to 
conceal my afFedion for this your refem- 
blance, and never made my court to it 
but when I was alone. 

The morning aft^r your vifit, on your 
return from Paris, as 1 was carelefsly per- 
forming the bufinefs of my little toilette 
before the glafs ; I took out your pidure, 
and furvcyed it with new and increafing 
delight. In the mean time I did not 
know that my mamma flood behind me, 
attentive to all my motions that were re- 
flefted to her by the mirror. She heard 
me talk to your pidure, (he faw me kifs 
it, and eagerly prefs it to my bofom. At 

laft 
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laft I turred my e)'^ to the glafs, and per- 
cc ived a piece of her image ; whereon I 
itaitcd, coloured, and trembled, and was 
thro^^n, I knew not why, into the utmoft 
confufion. 

Ah, Fanpy, cried my mother, what is 
this that I lee ? your young heart, my 
child, is certainly affefted. Unqueftion- 
ably you love your coufin Clinton. 

Ought I hot to love him, Madan>? docs 
he not love me, as well as I love him ? 
No, no, my darling, faid my mother. I 
would to Heaven that he did. Your cou- 
fin Clintoa indeed is worthy of all lov^ 
but then he has lately given away his heart 
to another. He is married my Fanny—— 
And cannot he love me ftill, for all that. 
Madam ? ' By no means, my fweet 

innocent. When once a man marries, he 
vows and fwears, and obliges himfelf to 
love nobody living but his wife; and what 
^ more, my Fanny, it is accounted very- 
naughty in any girl to think of loving 
fuch a one afterwards. 

What enaotions did I then feel, what a 
conflift of oppoling paffions ! but refent- 
xnent, for the time, got the upper hand* 
I had yet formed no idea of the relations 
of fex, or matrimony, or any corjugal 
obligation, fave that of love alone. Rit 
then it was fuifficient to me that I had gi« 
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Ten you my whole heart ; that nothing 
Icfs than your whole heart could fatUfy 
me in return; and I felt myfelf offended 
and outraged to the laft degree, by your 
having imparted a ih^rt thereof to anotheti 
The day following, as I fat, languid 
and much difcompofed, as well by my 
paffion as want of reft the night before ; 
my mamma came up to tell me that you 
was below and inquired for me. No, 
no, my deareft mamma, faid I, it does 
not fignify, I will not fee him. Let him 

goto whomever he loves beft. But, 

^^hat ihall I fay to him, my Fanny, what 

excufe fliall I make ? No matter for 

excufe, Madam ; tell him that I never de« 
£re to fee his face any more. 

As fomething informed me that you 
leoifld not help ftill loving me a little, I 
laid hold of that little love to pique, and 
difoblige, and be revenged of you for 
your perfidy ; and as long as you ftaid, 
the thotights of the pain and uneafinefs, I 
prefumed you were under, gave me vaft 
delight. But, as foon as I was told you 
were gone, my heart funk down, as from 
a mount of triumph, into a depth of de- 
folalion. 

My mamma came up to confole me. She 

highly applauded my fpirit, and the re- 

ientment I had (hewed } and iht blamed 

yoh. ll T you 
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you for marrying another, at a time that 
you pretended fo much fondnefs to me* 
She ftirther endeavoured to fet me againft 
your age. She told me that you muft 
^oon be old and ugly, and wrinkled, and 
that you were much fitter to be my father 
than my lover. ^She alfo fpoke to me of 
my vaft fortune, of my beauty, and fo 
forth } and that I might have my pick and 
choice of all the young and handfome 
earls and dukes in the nation. She open- 
ed to me, in a variety of glittering pro- 
fpeds, all the pleafures and advantages of 
wealth, title, llate, equipage, with the re- 
^e6ts and admiration of crowds bending 
around me. As flie reprefented them to 
my imagination, I catched at each of 
them for comfort ; but alas, I did not 
find you among them, and all to me be- 
came empty. 

That night my tender mamma forfoofc 
her own bed, and came to lie in mine. I 
faw that ihe had been afflided ; fo, for fear 
of adding to her trouble, I fuppreffed my 
pwn emotions, and pretending to be a- 
:Qeep, I lay quiet by her fide, till toward 
morning, when I was feized with a violent 
fever. During my illnefs I was told that 
you came daily to enquire about me ;• atid 
that) I believe, ^bove all things contri- 
buted to my recovery. One day, my 

mamma 
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mamma came and informedf me that you 
fat below in tears, and earneftly requeftecJ 
to be permitted t© fee me. O, how fweet 
and comforting did thofe tears feem to 
drop upon my heart ! but^-muftering all 
my little pride and remaining dignity. 
No, no, my mamma, I cried, I will die 
firft ! If he does not firft unmarry himfelf, 
I will never fee him any more. 

When I had gotten ftrength enough 
to walk about the chamber, my mamma 
and I being alone, I went to my drawer; 
and taking out your pidure, and turning 
my head afide, I reached it to her, faying. 
Here, madam, take this and lock it up 
from me ; for while I love it and hate it 
fo much, it troubles me to look at it. My 
mamma thereupon took it from me, and 
catchcd me to her bofom ; but, without 
faying a word, {he burft into tears, and 
firaight quitted the room. 

As foon as it was judged that I was a« 
, ble to travel, my parents, by the advice 
oJF their dodors, took me far into th& 
country. My mother, in the mean time, 
had unquefiionably confided my fecret 
to my father } for, though he was natu« 
tally of a fevere and backward temper, 
he became extremely tender and indul- 
gent toward me« 

T 2_ As 
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As I was the only child they ever hacf, 
their ^^hole care and folicitude was affec- 
tionately employed in procuring mc a 
variety of gratifications and amufements* 
When I was in fpirits, they were in a kind 
of triumph ; but my dejedion was to theni 
the moft grievous of all oppreffions. They 
took down my French miftre6 and mufic 
mafter with, them; and they coUefted, 
from all parts, the moft agreeable fet of 
miifes and maflers that they could mufter^^ 
fo that my time was portioned out tho 
moft happily that could be, between bufi- 
nefs and recreations that were equally 
pleafinj?* They had taken care that your 
name mould never be mentioned before 
me ; and though, at times, my foul wa^ 
athirft, and my ear opened and turned to 
hear tidings concerning you, yet a cer- 
tain native bafiifuinefs and fear of olfend- 
%t)g againft decency, did not permit me 
to inquiie after you* 

1 has a length of abfence and a variety 
^f diiEpatioi^s; by degrees, greatly abated 
the ardour of my paflion, infomuch that 
I did not feiem to feel any more for you* 
When any occafion, however, renewed ift 
qne the impreflion of former fcenes, a 
thrilling fort of chillnefs would run thro^ 
my blood. And, at other times, when 
alone and thinking of you,^ a fwimmiog 
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kind of ftupor would fall fadly upon my 

foul. ^ 

On our return to London, after five 
years abfcncc, the great number of peo^ 
pie, with the novelty and variety of ob-* 
jt&s that crowded upon nfy view, amufed 
and engaged my whole attention. But; 
when we entered the old manfion ; when 
I turned my eyes on the places where you 
fat, where you walked, where you talked 
and ufed to xarels me, you became as it 
were aftually vilible to my eyes ; fome- 
« thing feemed to wring my heart ; and I 
was feized with a ficknefs near to faint* 
ing. I took hold of my maid by the armi 
and with her help walked into the garden 
for frcfh air j but there too* you had got 
before me, on the terrace, in the walks an(3 
alleys, where you ufed torun feigned races 
with me, and to gather fruit for me, and 
to play with me at bob-cherry, and after* 
ward to prefs tlie lips that had gained the 
prize. . 1 then turned away from a place 
thataflfordcdmenoafylumfromyou. My* 
mother met, and eagerly aiked what ailed 
ine ? Let us go, mamma, 1 cried, let us go 
feme where elfe, 1 am not able to day in( 
this place any longer* Accordingly, tha^ 
very evening, we removed to lodgings ^ 
and, in a tew days, my dada took and 
' luraiflicd a new houfe.. > 

^^.^ .. T 3 lihaU 
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I ffiall not dweU^ my dear fir, on ft 
trivial detail of the matiy circumftances 
and little laciiientd that happened dming. 
the fpace (,f four fucceeding y^ars. A» 
infinity of fuitors paid their adcbe&s to 
me or my fortune, I neither knew nor. 
cared to which, for I continued alike in*^ 
feniible to all. It is true, that during fuch 
a number of years, having neither feca& 
nor heard from you, I dropt all thoughts, 
of you, and icarce retained the traces or* 
lineament? of your perfon or aiped. Fron^ 
the imprcffion, however, which you tcft itk 
xny mind, I had formed to myfelf a dear^ 
though confufed image <rf the lovely, of 
the defirable, and this I looked for everjr 
where, but could no where find any re-^ 
femblance thereof. 

la the mean time, my parents urged me 
ftrongly to matrimony^ They affeAingly 
reprelented that they fliould tiot die in 
peace, if I did not afibrd tkem the profye<% 
of perpetuating thcmielves in my ofl^ 
fpring ; fuch in the fund fuceedaneum 
which Ihort lived creatures pr€)pof€ fof 
eking out their exifience, and fupplyiifg 
the lot of an inevitable moctality, by the 
fl.^ttering, though poor, fubftituie, of a 
name or bare remembrance ! 

At length I told n^y parents that, as I 
could not farm any choice of my own, 4 

woui4 



The TOOL M QUALITY. «fj 

wonld truft whoHy to their judgment, and 
take up with whomfocver they (hould be 
pleafed to appoint. Hereupon they re* 
commeaded the Earl of Maitland to me* 
1 kept t6 my promiiC) and we were coo* 
fcquently married. 

My hufband was ci>mely in his perfon, 
cafy and alFable in his temper, and a man 
of Angular feafe and letters for a lord. He 
loved me with paflion ; and, as 1 could not 
pay him in fpecie, I endeavoured tofup- 
ply my want of afFcclion to him t>y my 
attention and afliduities* 

On the fiith year of my marriage my 
father died of a good old age ; and in four 
years more my deareft mother left me de* 
folate* In her 1 loft the only objecl of 
fond afFe<fiions that i had upon earth, and 
my looks tacitly reproached my hufibiud 
for his want of power to confole me. 

I believe it was equally unliappy for my 
lord, as myfelf» that we were not bkfled 
with children* The dear and tender at* 
iachments that bind parents to ttieir ot& 
fpring, ferve alfo as a fabtequent and more 
affeding nuptiail band tor uniting thofe 
parents more intimately to each otner. it 
draws about them a new circle of inte* 
jrefts and amities ; and, by creating a mo-^ 
tual confidence, forbids the intru.io.i of 
thofe jealoufies that muft at ail tim^ 
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prcfuppofe an alienation of regard. TKis^ 
however, was not the cafe between lord 
^aitland and me. We never had a child* 
Perhaps,. in fome conftitutions, an union 

. of fouls as well as perfons may be requi- 
fite for fuch an effeft. 

During the two years fucceeding the 
death of my dear mother, I conceived ^ 
difguft againft company and entertain- 
ments. I took a religious turn. Hook- 
ed upon this world, and all that it con^ 
tained, as quite unworthy the regard c^ 
an immortal being. The principal part 

'Of my time was taken up in books and 
offices of devotion; in which employ- 
ment I alternately funk under the moft- 
gloomy depreffion of fpirits, and again 
was elevated above myfdf into a new 
world of joys and inexpreffible openings. 
At length I was taken exceedingly ill of 
^hat the phy ficians called a fever upon 
the nerves, which confined me to my bei 
above fix weeks.^ During my illnefs, my 
hufband was the moft conftant and afii- 
duous of all my attendants. The aflFee- 
tionate fadnels, the painful difirefs, the 

. tender folicitude, that was vifible in all hia 
looks and actions, made way into my foul 
with an obliging iinpreffion ; and, while 
I reproachcu my felt for niy ungrateful de- 
fed Qt^ifinfibilit]^ toward Jbim> loye, 00 
7 V foiMr 
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Something tender and very like to love, 
took place in my bofom. 

As foon as I was on the recovery, my 
hufband difappeared, without takingleave 
or giving me any notice; and for three 
weeks I knew not what was become of 
him. At length he returned, pale and 
greatly emaciated. 1 had yet loll none of 
the tcndernefs which I conceived for him 
during my illncfs. I took him affection- 
ately by the hand, which glowed like a 
coal of fire. Ah, I cried, where have you 
been, what looks are thefe, my lord, what 
is the meaning of all this ? He anfwered 
not; but withdrawing his hand, and fcarce 
deigning to look toward me, I am not well, 
he faintly faid, I muft go to my bed. 

WJiile his fervants undrcflfed him, I 
flood in filent aftonifhment, vainly gueff- 
ing at the caufe of this extraordinary be- 
haviour: but as foon as he had lain down, 
I took a feat by his fide ; and, feizing and 
preiling one of his hands between mine^ 
I broke into tears. 

Alter a fad and mutual filence, Ah, ma- 
dam, cried my hufband, what am 1 to 
underfland by thefe tears ? I am ^^illing 
to confidcr them as proofs of your huma- 
nity, Imt 1 cannot confider them as in* 
ftances of your aflfeftion. You love me 
not, madam \ you never did love me. AH 

th& 
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the confiancy and complaceace of the moft 
ardent pailion, all my endeavours and 
afliduities have not been able to procure 
me the fmalleft intereft in your heart. I 
blame you not, madam ; alas ! vrc are not 
the mailers of our own afiedions. I am 
ienfib.lc that I never dcfcrvtd your lore. 
That was a bleiSng referved for a more 
amiable objed. But then the tender- 
nefs and truth of my attachment to you 
might furely have laid claim to a fhare of 
your confidence. Ah, how precious had 
fuch a confidence been to my heart I it had 
fiood to me in the place of your love, and 
I (hould not have reproached you for ir- 
refiAible propenfities: yes, madam, I fay 
irrcfiftible, for I know you are virtuous. 
Perhaps it was not in your power to rc- 
fufe another your love; but then you 
might have admitted your hufband to a 
ihare of your friendlhip. 

You have my friendlhip, I cried, my 
tendered friendfiiip, my moft afieftioxiate 
regards. If my love i3 not fo ardent as 
you could wifli, you however have all the 
love of which I am capable, and you pof* 
iefs it entire and undivided. 
' What is this you tell me, madam? I 
Would to heaven you could fiiU deceive 
me, that I had Itill continued in tgncH^ancel 
but that is pail ; it is overj madam ; my 
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eyes are opened to my wretchednefs, and 
I die in thc-double want of your faith and 
your afFcftion. 1 have feen your lover, 
lady; I faw him four days ago from an 
oppofite window. He ftood before this 
houfe in converfe with another. I expec- 
ted every moment, that taking advantage 
of my abfence,^ he would have gained ad-, 
miffion to you. 1 held my fword ready 
to follow, to pJerce his heart, and facri- 
fice him to the claims of my honour and' 
my love. But he fuddenly difappeared 
and difappointed my vengeance. 

Gracious heaven! 1 exclaimed, what 
madnefs is this ? Do you dream, or who 
is it that has thus cruelly impofed upon 
you ? You (hall fee the impoftor, madam, 
replied my lord. So faying, he fuddenly 
put his hand back ; and taking your pic- 
ture from under the pillow, he indignant- 
ly demanded, Doyou know the origmal of 
this portrait, lady? Ah, 1 fcreamed, I 
confefs it, 1 do know him, 1 did know him 
iadeed : he was the idol of my heart ; I 
delighted in him, I doated upon him! 
You then acknowledge, you avow it, re- 
joined my huiband ; and at length you 
deign to make me the confident of a 
pamon which I fuppofe, in your favour, 
to have been involuntary. Ah, had I 
been earlier apprife4 of my unhappinefs,^ 
) 1 mi^ht 
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I might not have funk under the unez« 
peded and fudden preffure as I do at this 
day. Qut fay, who and what is this for- 
midable rival, who robs me of my peacc^ 
who tears my life from me ? 

Firft tell me, my lord, faid Ij haw you 
carac by this pifture ? I found it in jour 
cabinet during your illnefs, faid he, when 
1 fcarched for your eflence^ to relieve you 
from a fainting fit. I flatter my felf that I 
am not of a jealous difpofition. Curiofity 
firft incited me to hurry it into my pocket. 
I afterwards furvcyed it more at leifure, 
;ind iome darting doubts arofe. I endea- 
- voured to fupprefs them ; I argtied with 
my felf that it might be a family pidure, 
the reprefcntati ve of a brother or dear reU* 
tiondeceafed. But then fome enemy of my 
peace again whifpercd to my fpirit^ that, if 
this had been the cafe, you would not be 
£b folicitQus to conceal it fropi me; you 
would rather have boafted of fuch an orna- 
ment of your lineage ; you would hive 
been proud to exhibit it before all peo<% 
pie— this ftaggered me I confefs ; and ad- 
ditional doubts and fuggefiions were im- 
pelled upon my foul. She referves this, 
iaid I to myfelf, for her own eye and 
infpcftion; to revife it, to gaze and dwell 
upon it in fecret; and to pleafe her fight 
with the favourite image that is inlprelied 

upon 
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tipon her he^rt. At each of thefe refleo 
,tionS| I felt a fting in my bofom ; and the 
more I revolved and debated on Ihefe unr 
certainties) the greater ftreiigth they gain- 
ed} and drew nearer to demonftrationt 
Ah, I cried^ her real coldnefs and feigned 
regards are now equaUy accounted for. 
She deceives me, fhe impo/es upon nie; 
and I will counterfeit in my turn till thi$ 
myftery is dete<^ed. I then attempted 
and would have conflraincd myfelf to look 
at you \trith my accuflomed tendernefs ; 
but I found it impoifible. I therefore 
withdrew fuddenly and without any no* 
tice. If ever (he had a tin<^ure of friend- 
Ihip for me, thought I^ the appreheniioli 
of my lofs will awake in her a fenfe there- 
of. I difguifed myfelf; and, as aftranger^ 
jtook lodgings overagaifift you. 1 took 
my ftation at the window, i was on the 
watch from morn till noon, to make a 
thorough inquilition into your condud 
during' my ablence. i ihall difcover her 
difpoution, faid I, by the vifitants whom 
flie receives ; but, during a fortnight of 
obfervation» I could not perceive that, of 
the numbers who called, any one was ad- 
mitted. My jealous paffions abated ; and 
I began to reproach myfelf for having 
-ever conceived them ; when, to my utter 
^confuiion, there ftood full to my vievt^ 



V 



i 3# TffE FOOL OF QU AUTY^ 

In drefs, afped, mien» attitude, the dif* 
tingutflied original of the portrait whicbi 
I had in my pocket. 

Here 1 paflionately broke in upon my 
hufband's narration. God be praifed, I 
exclaimed ! he then lives, he fiill lives, 
my moft dear and j^miablecoufin, though 
3 never wilh to behold his face any morel 
My only relation^ perhaps now my only 
friend, you are ftill living, and I truft you 
are happy ; and that is enough! 

Your relation, your only relation, ma* 
dam, cried my l6rd ! is he fo near ? is he 
x\o nearer, no dearer to you than confan* 
guinity will warrant ? Proceed, my lord, I 
faid ; I will then tell you all, without dif« 
guife or palliation. 

I confefs to you, anfwered my hufband, 
that the fight of him ftruck my foul with 
the fulleft convidion of my being betray- 
ed. My jealous pangs returned with dou- 
ble poignancy. I was enkindled, I was 
let on fire, my heart was rent feverjd ways. 
A violent tever feized upon me, but my 
fury and thiril of vengeance Aipported me 
tinder it. For four days longer I held up 
in the impatient expe^ation of once more 
beholding your lover, that I might pierce 
him in a thoufand placesf, in every redu- 
cing part about him. But nature at len|^ 
l^ave'way ; 1 iank under the oppreifion; 

and 
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and I returned, ©nee for all, to behold^ 
to reproach, and to expire before you. 

O, my hufband, my friend, my true 
Jover, I cried, how I pity, how I feel for 
you ? 1 excufe your fufpicions, however 
injurious to my honour, fince your jea* 
joufy perhaps is not wholly without 
foundation. I did indeed love the perfon^ 
for whom that portrait was drawn, with 
tendernels, with paffion : but believe me, 
tl^hen I aflure you that I have not fet my 
eyes, either on the original or pidure, 
thefe twenty years. 

What is this you tell me ? exclaimed 
my lord. You are not yet, as I take it, 
thirty years of age. Could you love, 
even to pafEon, at fo very early a period ? 

Here I found myfelf under the neceffitjr 
of difcovering to my hufband the, little 
adventures, impreflions, and fentiments 
of my infancy, wherewith you are already 
acquainted. When I had finiihed my 
ihort narrative, he feized my hand, and 
preiHng it paf&onately to his lips, and then 
to his burning bofom, he melted inta 
tears. Q, my Fanny, he cried; my moft 
noble^ my adorable creature I what a 
combat have you fought, what a conqueft 
have you gained, of grace over nature, 
of virtue againft paflion ! Can you excufe 
me, will' you forgive me? may 1 hope 

• U z • that 
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that you will rcftorc mc to the blefimgft 
©f your friendfhip ? May I flatter myfdf 
that you gave me as much as you could 
of your affedions ? that if you had been 
able^ you would have loved me with x 
\ love like mine ? 

I will not diftrefs you, my coufin, by 
a defcriptioQ of the affc^ing fcenes that 
enfued. My hufbaud left me vafily rich^ 
but fiill more forlorn. During the firfb 
years of my widowhood, I looked upoa^ 
myfelf as a friendlefs and unneceflary bur^^ 
den upon earth. Though I thought of^ 
you at times, it was not without a re* 
fentment and a tin&ure ef averfion, for 
your never having deigned to inquire of 
find out, w hethef any fuch perfon, as your 
too affedionate Fanny Goodall, was ia 
the land of the livings At length my 
phyficians and my friends, (as they fiyled 
thcmfclves) prevaUed upon me once more,^ 
to enter into the light and air and amufe- 
ments of their world. I contented, I 
found my advantage ifi iu i gradually^ 
got nd of the grievous oppreffion that 
lay upon my fpirits. Since all is vanity^ 
thought 1, let us partake ot the diffipa« 
tion, and make it as pleafing as we can ^ 
and accordingly you found me in the en* 
gagements which you honoured with^ 
your iufgeftion ycfterday.. 
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When you cnteted, I did not know you. 
.The ftrange name of Fenton, as well a^ 
the alteration which years had made in 
you, (hut you out almoft wholly from my 
recolleclion. I felt myfelf, however, agi- 
tated I knew not why. Something in you^^ 
perfon and manner renewed in my hearty 
impreflions kindred to thofe which were 
once its fole Goncern-. I could not look it 
you, I could not fpeak to you, without' 
emotion; All night I lay difturbed, ia 
>ain endeavouring to remember when- 
or where I had feen you^ At morning a 
fudderi light dajited in upon my mind. 
I got up, and flew to your pidure, which 
at once laid all open^ and detected your 
difguife. 

You are much altered; coufin.^ Had t 
firft feen you as you now appear, I think 
my young heart would not have beenfo 
deeply afrefted. The ruin however is flill 
very noble, and endearingly renews in me 
the idea of what the building once was. 

Your abftrafted air, and the change of 
your name, feem to intimate* fome di-- 
ftreffing (ituation. But, if fifty thoufand' 
pounds, or that fum doubled, will be of 
ufe to. you, I ihall for once think that 
fortune has been of advantage to me. 

My moft dear and generous coufinj re-^ 
plied Mr l^'cnton, I Ihall never pandon^ 

U 3; ■ ^xnj:felJ& 
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myfdf thofc gricfe which the cxcdS o€ 
my affeSion inadyertently eccafioned you *. 
No brother ever loved a fifter^ noparen^ 
1 child^ with fonder paflion; The aver** 
fion, which I thought you had fuddenly 
taken to me^ was one of the moft fenfible- 
afflldioas of my Hfe; and my ignorance^ 
ef what latterly became of y^u, can only. 
be accounted foi^ by an abftr^^: of my. 
own ftory. 

Here Mr Fenton call^ for chocolate;. 
And, after brcakfaft, he gave lady Mait^^ 
land the folk) wing affeding hiftdfy of bis^ 
€mi life and adventures^ - 

e H A: P.. XIIL 
Stojlt of the H(>n..Mr CLINTOlSt 

THE world, my lovely coufiii, tlWr 
world is to man,, as his temper or 
complcipion,. The mind conftitutes its*- 
own profperity and ad vcrfity : winter pre- 
fents no cloud to a chearful fpirit, neither 
can funvmer find funfhine for the ^irit 
that is in a Hate of dqcdion^ In my yoiUh, 
every objeft prefent^ me wkh happinefi}; 
T^ut alas, the time came^ when the uni- 
verie appeaKdaa a vault wherein joy wat* 

entombed^ 
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tiTtombed, and the fun hknfelf but as a 
lamp thatferved to fliew the gloom and\ 
the horrors around me. 

As my father and mother died before I' 
was taken from nurfe, I knew none of' 
thofc parental tcndernejSes and endear* 
ments that ferve to humanize the foul,, 
and give it the firft impreiRons of focial^ 
attachment ; neither were thofe fweet- 
neffes in any degree fupplied to me, by the 
behaviour of an imperious brother, or o^ 
a magiflerial guardian.^ As I was natu*- 
rally, howeyer, of a benevolent caft, V , 
fought for thofe affedions and amities a« 
tnong ftrangers. Which I had not founds 
in the bofoms or faces of kin. 

I pafs over the immaterial parts of my> 
life at fchool and College, and haft en/ to^ 
the more important period o£my appren*- 
ticelhip.. 

Your father-bound me to Mr Golding,. 
a very wesdthy and eminent merchant,^ 
who lived over againft the Exchange. He. 
had been fqtne years a widower, and his 
.-enly child, a daughter^ was thep at au 
boarding-fchooL 

Mr Golding, with a plain underftand-- 
ing, was a* man of exceeding honefty and 
a fufceptiblc heart.- At firft fight he con^- 
celved a. partial aflFeftion for me, whereof 
lie gava mc very frc^ueat and very tender 

proofs J. 
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pFcofs ; and, as he flood to me in tlie' 
place of a patron and a father, 1 felt for 
him all the fondnefs and attacho^ent q£ 
a child. 

. In the fourth year of my apprenticefhip 
he called me to his clofet, and, taking m« 
kindly by the hand, Harry, fays he, I lov^ 
you; your inteieft lies near my heart;, 
ibr though you are not the begotten of 
my body, you are the child of ray aflfeCf 

tions Be quiet Harry- — let me fpeak 

-—I have to talk to you of matteis of 
confequence.r-l went yefterday to your 
lanclc Goodall, to know^ how accounts 
ftood between ye — r-though he is but a 
cold kinfman, he is a very faithful guar- 
dian — He has juil njarried a very lovely 
young woman, and I would have you go 
siiid pay your compliments to them on th^ 
©ccafion.---Your uncle has laid out youc 
little penny to good advantage, and your 
12000/. is now nearly dourbJed — And now^ 
Harry, as your father did not behave 
like a father toward you, in the dividend 
jjvhich he made between you.and yourbro* 
ther, 1 proppfe in fome meafure tofupply 
bis place, and 1 make you a prefent of 
this note of 1 2000 /. which added to youl* 
little patrimony may enable you— O, bir t 

li cried. Be quiet, child, I fay again^ 

tilL^^oufiudwiiedUer WHO you fliall have 

peil'oAi 
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ifeafon to thank mc—l am growing old^ 
my Harry, and by a long courfe of indu- 
ftiy have earned a kind of title to fome 
little reft; I would therefore gladly make 
a compo^tion between your applicatioa 
and my repofe. I (hall not be 16 often in 
the counting-houfe as ufual. I propofe to 
take you into immediate partnerfliip. But 
as I alfo propofe that you Ihali be at three- 
fourths of the trouble, it is but jitft that 
I fhould offer you a proportionable ad- 
Tantage. — Now as my capital^ Harry, is 
more than five times as niuch as yours of 
3600c/. I offer to your acceptance a full 
moiety of all the profits in recompence of 
your extraordinary attention and appli«^ 
tation. — •Hear me. out-— 1 do not think, 
that 1 (hall lole by this bargain. The af« 
fairs ot Potiphar proipered under the 
bands of young joleph *^ and 1 believe that 
you, alfo, are a favourite ot your God. 

1 could not ^eak. i he ^ood nun per* 
ceived my opprefilon, and catctiing me 
in his arms, and pi efiing me to his bo« 
Coin, he ihed a iiient tear of fatisfa&ioa 
upon me, and withdrew without faying, 
another word* 

For feverat days following Mr Goldin^ 
was employed in advifing his correfpon* 
dents that I was now become his partnel^ 
and eqjoaL in tiadc> and L waa wearied 

with 
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with congratulations on my being one of 
the principal merchants in London byefore 
I had attained my twentieth year. 

The obligations and advantages which, 
this good man thus delighted to heap upon 
me, incited me to double application and 
fagacity, and all the eyes of Argus were 
epened within me for fuperintending and 
guarding the interefts of my patron. 

I have often thought it fomewhat ro- 
mantic, that I fhould win both my wives 
by a matter of adventure; fo that their 
partiality in my favour ought,, perhaps^ 
to be afcribed to a fentiment of gratitude^ 
rather than to any liking which they 
might take to my pcrfon. 

On a day in fummer J rode ta Barnet 
to fettle accounts with Mr Fradgil, a 
correfpondent of my mafter's, who waa 
faid to be indifpofed at his country-feat* 
As I aj>proached the town, I obf«rved aa 
elderly gentlewoman walking leifurely to* 
ward me, attended by an orderly train of 
young maidens. I obferved, at the fame, 
tiiiie, two men in ghftering apparel^ whor 
haftily followed^ and, commg quickly up^ 
put all the females to a iiand, and caufed" 
them to gather in a group, as for m^utuai 
defence. One of ttie men, however,, n^ 
way daunted by the. oppoiicipu of fo nu- 
merous a companj^ rudely caug^tit one of 

* thja 
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the elder miffes in his arms, and repeat- 
edly kiffing her, thruft his hand into heir 
bofom. ^iean while the young lady 
ihrieked and cried aloud for help ; when, 
riding fuddcnly up, 1 ftruck the ruffian 
to the ground, with the heavy ^nd of my 
whip. His companion hereupon drew his 
fword and turned upon me; but, pufli* 
ing ray horfe at him, I caft him alto to 
the earth ; then alighting, I broke their 
fwords, and, leaving my gallants in a 
plight not fuddenly to be dreaded, I led 
my herfe by the bridle till I faw my fair 
wards all fafe to their dwelling. 

Some months after this incident, Mr 
Golding called me afide. Harry, fays'he, 
my daughter is now drawing to woman's 
cftate, and fhould learn fomething more 
fubftantial than needle-work, and dan- 
cing, and harpfichords, and frenchified 
phrafes. I therefore propofe to take her 
home ; where, by the help of our cook 
and houfekeeper, flie^ay be taught how 
to make a Sunday's pudding, and to fu- 
perintend a family. 

I regularly go to fee her, once in every 
month, accompanied by fome male or fe- 
male acquaintance, but never called yott 
to be ot the party, as we could not fo 
conveniently be both from home. 

My 






#40 The FOOL of QUAJLITT. 

My child, though a plain girl, is very 
dutiful and good-ixatured. Her fortune^ 
as you are fenfible, will entitle her to the 
firfl, lord of the land ; yet, I know not 
how it is/ I would rather that my girl 
ihould be happy than great. I do not 
wiih to have her a fine-titled dame. I 
would rather, I fay, fee her married to 
ibmc honeft and tender-hearted man^ 
wliofe love might induce him to domefti- 
cate with h^r, and to live, peaceably and 
pleafingly within his family-circley than to 
fee her mated with a prince of the blood. 

Now, Harry, as this affair, of all af- 
fairs, fits neaceft at my heart, it is greatly 
in your power to oblige me beyond exr 
prefiion. On my daughter's cominghome^ 
I conclude we Ihall be befet by a number 
of courtiers ; fuch an Argo,\vhea freight* 
ed with luch a fleece, will unqueflipnably 
be held in chafe by many a pirate. Where- 
fore, my fon, I would have you keep a 
iharp and inquifitive eye about you, and 
to take good note of the ^ manners and 
difpofitiohs of fuch fuitors as my daugh^- 
ter ihall appear to regard ; as alfo to in- 
quire minutely into their circumfiancet 
^nd charaders. Your vigilance and pe- 
netration may fave us from ruin. Should 
my child be mad^ unhappy, your triend 
^uil be moftoniferable. But I dependt 

my 
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toy dear Harry, that while I live you wifl 
prove a kind brother to her j and that 
you will prove a father to her in cafe of 
my mortality. Here the good man, no 
longer able to reftrain his paffion, put hi* 
handkerchief to his eyes and quitted thd 
chamber. 

Within a few days Mr Golding fct out> 
accompanied by a number of his city- 
friends, in order to conduft bis daughter 
iiome. On their arrival, I was deeply 
engaged in thecounting-houfe, and it wa» 
near the time for fupper before I could 
attend. As I entered, Mr Golding pre- 
fcnted me to his daughter, faying, This, 
my dear, is Mr Clinton, my partner, my 
friend, my fon, and your brother. Here- 
upon raifs Golding coloured, and drawing 
back as I approached to falute her, if I 
am not miftaken. Sir, fays fhe, he is fome'^ 
thing more to us than sdl you have men- 
tioned ; it would ill become me to forget 
that he is the deliverer of your daugh- 
ter.— -Your deliverer, my dear Mactyl 
how, where, when?— Why pray, papa, 
did Mr Clinton never t;ell you of his ad- 
venture at Barnet? -No indeed, my dear. 
—It is not every one wha would be filent, 
where fo much was to be faid to their o wa 
honour. I remember that your knights 
"in romance, when too moddi to boait of 

VohAl. 2k their 
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their own achievements» ufed to permit 
fome friend or fquire to deliver down to 
pofterity the hiftory of their adventures, 
and I take the liberty to be fquire to Mr 
Clinton on the like occafion. 

Here mifs Golding began to give a 
narrative of the matter already recited, 
but in terma of high phrafe and aggra- 
vated encomium. While all abafhed-and 
confufed, I withdrew, faying, that I did 
not remember of any knights who flay- 
ed to hear their own ftory. 

In truth I was much furprifed. to hear 
iN4ifs Golding mention the adventure of 
Barnet ; for I did not recoiled that I had 
^ver feen her, and had taken much more 
note of two or three other mifles than I 
bad of her. 

Being refummoned to fupper,Mr Gold- 
ing met me as I entered, and dafping me 
in bis arms, O my Harry* he cried^ how 
wonderfully gracious has God been to me, 
in fending my beft friend to the refcue of 
my only child ; in fending, at fo critical 
and very fearful a conjundure, perhaps 
the only perlbn who had either gallantry 
or humanity enough to prefcrve her. In« 
deed. Sir, I replied, you owe me nothing; 
I did not even know that the lady was 
your daughter I and 1 could not pride my« 
ielf» in any degree, on an adion which I 

thought 
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thought incumbent on every niaii to per-^ 
form. , ■ 

During fupper Mifs Golding was very 
cheerful and agreeable. Her face, indeed, 
could not be numSered among the beau- 
ties ; but her perfon was grace and ma-^ 
jefty, though in miniature ; her converfa- 
tion was pleafing ; and when (he fung mk- 
touched her inftrumcnts, for Ihe was nn- 
ftrefs of feveral, her mein and moti#ns^ 
were mufic, each note feemed a feilti- 
ment, and we felt her fingers playing oa- 
■^ the chordage of our hearts 

For the firft three months after Mif^ 
Golding's arrival, all was crowding and 
gaiety, affembly, and feftival at our houfe^ 
bhe was as a magnet, that drew and 

ouped all the peers^c and gentry o£ 
England together. But as bufinefs hap- 
pened to be very ^irgent at this feafon, % 
was not at liberty to partake of their a- 
mufements, and I refigned 'to Mr Gold- 
ing the commiffion which he had given 
me refpe^ting the parties who declared, 
themfelves fuitors. 

As thofe fuitors, in a daily and numer-^ 
ous fucceiSon, applied to Mr Golding 
for his confent, his general anfwer was, 
that his good -liking. was infeparable from- 
that of his only child ; that he would, ifi^ 
they pleaied, confult her on the occaiion j^ 
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and faithfully report to them her appro- 
bation or diffent. In the like conclufivc 
manner, when Mr Golding^ repeatedly 
<)ueftioned his daughter, {he would take 
his hand between her's, and kilfing it, fay, 
O no, my dear papa, this is not the man. 

One day, as I fat alon^ in the counting- 
houfe, Mifs Golding entered and prefent- 
cd me with an order from her father for 
2 sol. And pray, madam, faid I» why this 
ceremony, this matter of form? fure 
Mifs Golding may, at any timeytrom* 
mand twenty times this fum without any 
order fave her own intimation.— Indeed I 
are you fcrious, Mr Clinton ? I am very 
proud I aflure you to have fo much credit 
with you-— But, Mr Harry, how comes 
it to pafs that we have fo little of your 
company? — Your father^s buiinefs, ma- 
dam, deprives me of the pleafure I ihould , 
Qtherwile have in attending you.- Again, 
Sir, I am quite proud that it is your at* 
tention to'^my father, alone» which pre* 
vents your having anv attention for his 
daughter- -fo faying, me vaniihed. 

Immediately I was ftruck with a glimpfe 
of fome uncommoii meaning in the wordg 
and behaviour of mils Golding; but as I 
never had looked toward the way of her 
affections, I paffed it lightly over, as fome 

ipatter of whio^ or ca|>iicc in the fex. 
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Anqrong thcbrifllantconcotirfeof fuitors^ 
^at frequented our houfe^ there was one- 
Mr Spelling, a young gentleman highly 
accomplifhed in his perfon and manners,., 
a^ti of a moft amiable countenance and 
difpofition. His father, like Mifs Gold- • 
ing's, had been a merchant, and like him? 
too had amaffed an cxceffive fortune. ^As> 
he was modeft, as I may fay, to a degree^ 
of fliamefacednefs, he did not declare him-^ 
ftlf a lover, till nearly the whole mnlti-- 
tude of competitors had been dtfcardcd :: 
then, with a blufhing diffidencei he avow- 
ed his paflioR to Mr Golding; and car-- 
ri^y befought his confent and intercef- 
fion in his favour. You. have not only> 
my confent, replied the goad old man,, 
you have alfo my beft- wilhes, and (halt 
have my beft endeavours for your fuccefs r 
However, I: muft warn you at c^ie fame- 
time, Mr Spelling, that l will not: do any 
violence ta the inclinations of my child,* 
although there are not tv^o in* the worlds 
whorii 1 would preier to you.- 
* 1 was writing in my clofet whea> Mr 
O^^lding came in^ with an anxious im-- 
potcance in his countenance, and cold me* 
what pafled between hun and Ml- Spell-- 
ing, and afked if I did not approve the* 
itiatch. 1 do not know, S^r, faid I, that: 
Qun^i^ England ^wha is- fo deferying of: 
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your daugbter as Mr SpeUiDg. Then, my 
dear Harry, t have a coonniiBon to ^va 
you. Matilda has a g^eat refpeA for your 
your jut^gmeBt ; I bcfeech you to onake 
iftfe of > our iBfluence with her^ and t<k 
exert alt your oratory in behalf of thiSi 

JouBg man ■■ ' But» Sir* will not Mifs 
latilda look ou this as a matter of higfa^ 
frelumption^ in one who has no manner 
9f right to ad vife ? No ms^er ;; yoifc 

9)ay tell her that youdid it by my deiirc^ 
snd that we arc both of a mind with* re-^ 
gard. to this bufinefs.*-^ Well^ Sir, faid l^ 
wee you are bent upou. it» I willrobe^r 
you ;. but it ij^ the fix ft time Ihat ever 1 
^eyed > ou witb reluchace.. 

booa akes Mr Goldtng left me hisi 
daugbtei: catered ^.wiith a^ountenaace vi^ 
ft ]y. unquiet and confu&d. My papa^ &r^ 
^;d ibe, infor.msnie that you have a bufi^- 
nefs of confiequence to impart to me. — H 
hop^f madam -^-pray be feated d^moment*. 
^-Uideed, my dear Mifb Goiding* thjs.oft^ 
fice.was UDt oi my Ghuiingi and Ihope, I{ 
fey, you will: be: fo good as to pardon my: 
pr^fumption^inconuderationot my a^ing^ 
by your father'a<:ommand--YoUialarm me^ 
JjAf Clinton> pray proceed— Mr Spellings 
ta^dam^ atlcngtii hashad tbe afliirance^ 
to declare his p-lfionforyou.. Your fathet^ 

li;ghl)r a£gi:oyGS.oi MrS2dJUng,tor a. four 
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ki-Iaw ; aad iadeed^ Mifs, might I dare to 
il|)cak my judgment, I knownot where yoii 
ifould chufe to better advantage.— If that 
is the cafe, Mr Harry, I wiQi that I alfo 
could be of the fame opinion- And are 
you not, Madam ? >vtiat objj*(?lion cart yoit 
form, what exception can you have to my 
friend Spelling ? — A very fi nj^e one, Sir^ 
and no better than this, that he is not th& 
fn%n who can -make me happy.— I am 
£)rry f(Mr it, my dear Mifs Golding, Ian 
truly lorry for it ; were I to pick froii^ 
9iankind, were I tachufe throughout the 
worlds if any one can deferve you^ it is 
fiirely this faine-Spelliog;--And yet, Mr 
yarry, 1 remember tahave feenthe mam 
who, in every grace and merit, is infinitely 
preferable to your favourite Spelling — ^ 
Where, wiien, my dear Mifs? -Wheal 
am brought to the torture, I may poiE jly 
be under the neceflity of confcfling,--Par*^ 
don, pardon, fwee( madam ! I meant noi 
offence ^ anjl yet I wifli to heaven 1 knew*. 
—But thit you never fhall know, Mfe- 
Harry.- -Pray then, ma Jain, if I may ai*- 
iwnturc on one queftiou more, has the- 
piarty fo highly favoured any knowledge: 
of his own happineis ?- -I hope not, wbr 
Barry j^ but ot what advantage could hig; 
knowledge prove to uelbcfeechyoufCaoi 
2:ou.fu££uic that fucha £erfou as I have^ 

defcribe^fi 
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dcfcribed could deign to look with favour 
•n fuch a one as I am ? I do not believe^ 
madam, that the man is in England who* 
would not think himfelf highly honoured^ 
highly bleffed by your hand. But then arc* 
you affured, ^^i{s, that this man is worthy: 
€)f it?™Ah, there lies my misfortune! 
he is too worthy, too noble, too accom*^ 
plifhed, too lovely, tqo much every thing^^ 
icr my wiflies to leave any thing to my 
hopes. And now, Mr Harry, that I have 
cntrufled )ou withmy fecret, Ihopeyoir 
will not betray my confidence and reveal- 
it to my papa. I rather truft and requefti,; 
that you will ufc'fome other colour for re* 
conciling hirti to my rcfufal of Mr Spelts 
mg : and to make you iome amends for^ 
the mortification I have given you, byf 
re jeAing your advocation in bchalt of your 
friend, 1 here engage never to marry with-^ 
eut your approbation, though I do not* 
promife. Sir, that you fhall ai^atetomy* 
choice. Ther« is one thing further, Mr' 
Clinton, in which you may oblige nie j: 
k is to ppevail on my father to difmils* 
theJe afl'emblies and ravels that pefter our* 
houfe : indeed, they never uerc to my 
taftCy though, by their novelty, at firft^. 
they might have helped, to amiile a little 
matter of niclanclioly that hung upon my^ 
mind ^ but now iliey ^ure grown qaite m^ 
: - . ^ * lufilerabla: 
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fiiffcrablc to mc— Here her eye began to 
ill, and, heaving a gentle figh, flie curt- 

fied and withdrew. ,. j j 

Immediately my heart was foftened and 
affeftcd. I faw the child of my friend and 
patron, the one in whom his hopes and 
fortunes and very life were wrapt up, 1 
few that {he was unhappy, that Qie was ve- 
ry unhappy, ^ta time that flie had forbid- 
den mc to attempt her relief, though I 
would gladly have parted with half my 
fortune to have been enabled to give the 
object of her wiflies to her arms. 

In the mean while, my deareft madam, 
it was the fartheft of all things from en- 
tering into my imagination, that I was th« 
▼cry pcrfon who (at fo near her heart. 1 
daily- faw the lovclicft youths and tuled 
chiefs of the land attendant on her word* 
and fmiles, and humbly luing for her fa- 
vour : I faw alfo, thai her immcnfe for- 
tune and rare attractions juftly entitled 
her to their homage ; and I was neither 
vain enough, nor bafe enough, to attempt 
a competition. . . 

As in myfelf I was wholly devoid of pal- 
fion, I had neither eyes nor apprehcnluia 
for the dilcernment of her's. Though I 
had often fcen, I feldom had any kind ok 
convcrfc with her i and where the head i» 
engaged aad in a naanacr ahforhed by buh* 



« 50 Th E FOOL OF QUAl ITY. 

ncfs, there is neither leifure nor room for 
love to enter the heart. On the other 
hand, a pcrfon affeded can inRantly peiie-^ 
trate the bofom of the party beloveds and 
there difcem a vacant and infenfible heart, 
as legibly as a pricft c( Ifis could decypher 
hieroglyphics. 

One day, as I happened to pafs near 
Jier antichamber, 1 heard the warble, a» 
I thought, of dilUrit and aetherial^mufic. 
I approached toward the found ; the door 
was on the jar, and, gently opening it, I 
entered and flood behind her un perceived^ 
She fat and (ung to her lute. The worda 
were ShakeTpear's, but fweetly fet by her-- 
felh Ihcy fexprrffed that paffag^ in hi» 
play of Tweltth Night, where it is faid 
of Viola, She never told her Icvf^ but let 
concealment y like a worm Vth* budy feed on 
i^er damajk cheeky &c. Ah, how affedingly 
did her iniirunient anfwer to her voic^, 
while flie gently tuned her fighs to the 
foft and 'melancholy cadences. My breaft 
was fo fwelled by a mixture of anguifh 
and com paflion, that I could no longer 
wholly fupprefs a riling groan. Hereat flie 
ilarted and turned f and rifing fuddenly, 
herey eis fliot fire, and her face glowed with' 
indignation and rcfentment. ; But, obfer*' 
ving the tears that ftill trickled down vaf 
cheekS) her countenance was as fuddenly- 

change 
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changed into kindnefs, and fhe caft upon 
me a look of inexpre^ble complacence. 
. Ah, Mr Harry, fayslhe, I fee, I fee that 
you have a gentle and a kindred l^ind of 
heart ; and that, if ever you happen to love, 
you will love with great tendernefs.— Have 
you ever loved, Mr Harry ? — Indeed, ma- 
dam, I cannot fay ; nay commerce has been 
very little among the ladies, if I met 
love on my way, or even found it in my 
heart, perhaps I (hould not rightly know 
i^hat to make of it. But, my Matilda, 
my charming fifter, (your father has ho- 
noured me with the privilege of calling you 
by that dear, that tender name) why will 
you not entruft your beft,your truefl friend 
with the fecret of your difquict ? whoever 
the objed of your efteem may be, I here 
folemnly engage, at the rifque of my life 
and the lolb of my fortune, to bring him 
* voluntarily to pay his vows at your feet. 
O, my fitter, I would to heaven that he 
•had now been present, as I have been pre- 
fent, to have his ibul melted and minted 
as mine has befin; his heart muft have 
been harder than the flones of Thebes, i£ 
you did not attrad it and move it, at 
plcafure, by the touch of thofe fi-^gers, 
and the bewitchment of thofe accents.— 
Ah, you flatterer, fhe cried, with a voice 
tuned to harmonyi and a lace formed of 

fmiles. 
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fmilesy you almoft tempt me to tell yott 
\;(hat, for the world, I would » not wifii 
that any one in the world fhould know. 
But I mufi fnatch myfelf from the dan- 
ger. — So faying, and cafting at me a va- 
xiifhing glance, ffie was put of fight in an 
inftant. 

As' our fuitors had now been difmi£^^ 
and our laiTemblies difcontinued, Mifs 
<7olding feemed quite pleafed with our 
domeftic quiet ; it gave us frequent oo 
cafions of being together ; and I endea- 
voured, by a variety of tender offices and 
little amufements, to difpel or divert the 
melancholy under wtiich I thought fhp 
laboured. I was greatly furprifcd at my 
ou n fuccefs on this occafion ; her cheer* 
fulncfs returned ; flie diicovcred new and 
flriking' graces in her manners and con* 
verlation, and in a little time did not 
appear to want any confolation. 

One day, being on the Exchange, I was 
accofted by a Jew, who told me that he 
wanted a liim of money, and would either 
fell or pawn to me a jewel of great price; 
it was a folitaire compofed of oriental 
pearls, with a diamond of the firft water 
and magnitude in the center : after foroe 
cha£Pering, we agreed for three thou- 
fand pieces, and I put it into my pocket- 
book* As my bufinels detained me on 

the 
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the Exchange till it was late, I dined with 
twt> or three acquaintance at the chop* 
houfe, and did^iot return till the evening 
was advanced., 

On my entering, I was tdld that Mt 
Golding was abroad, and that Mifs Ma- 
tilda had jull ordered coffee for fome 
ladies in her drefling- room. Immediately 
I ran up and opened the door without 
ceremony, but was inftantly ftruck with 
the look which fhe turned toward me, a 
look that at once intimated dejection and 
difguft. During coffee, I endeavoured to 
behave with my ufual unconcern, but 
found it impoffiblc to avoid fharing in 
that conftraint under which Mifs Matildl 
mod evidently laboured: in fliort, a 
gloomy ftiffnefs fpread through the wholfe 
converfation, and I believe no two per- 
fons in company were rightly fatisHed 
with each other. 

As foon as the cups were removed, the 
fair vifitants got up ; and, as Mifs Golding 
prefled them to flay, in a manner that ra- 
ther denoted her defire of their abfence,. 
tiiey feigned a further engagement) and 
Very formally took their leaVe. 

when Ihe had feen them to the door^ 
and that 1 had handed them into their 
carriages, fhe turned without fpeaking to 
Vol* IL Y mc. 
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me, and withdrew toward her awn apart- 
ment. I followed, and, as fhe was about 
to enter. My; Matilda, my lifter, faid I, 
with a voice of cordial tendernefs, do- 
your Harry the favour to accept this trifle, 
as an inllance of my regard for the daugh- 
ter of my friend, for Ihe deareft objeifl, 
upon earth, of my efteem and affection. 
So faying 1 prefented her with my recent 
purchafe : Ihe did not, however, even deign . 
to look at it ; but, furveying me from head 
to foot with an eye of llrange paffionsy 
ihe took it and dafhed it againft the floor ; 
and, ruihing into her chamber, flie Ihut-' 
to the door upon me, without fpeaking a ^ 
word, 

I flood in an inconceivable aflonifhment 
and conceraT In vain I fearcJhed and re- 
fearched my memory, for the recolledion , 
of fome inftance wherein I might have of- 
fended her } but, not prefuming to obtrude . 
upon her, in order to queftioh pr expoftu- 
late with her, I retreated to my apartment 
under the decpeft dejedion of fpirits. 

Mr Golding did not return till it was^ 
late in the evening. He immediately fent. 
for liie. Harry, lays he, what is the mat-, 
ter, has any thing happened amifs ? I ne- 
ver faw you look lb dilcompofed. Indeed^ 
Sir, lam not as well as 1 could wifh. Blefs 
2ne« we had better fend for a dodlor. No.^ 

^ Sir, 
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Sir, I aiain hopes it will foon be over.'^- 
Where is Matilda ?— In her chamber. Sit-, 
I believe— He then called Mrs Sufan, and 
bid hertell Matilda that he dcfired to fpeak 
with hcp; but ftie anfwered that her mif- 
trefs was gone to bed indifpofed, and re- 
quefled that fhe might not be difturbed. 

Sujiper being ferved up, we fat down ih 
filence ; and as neither of us offered tb 
tafle a. bit^ I rofe, wifhed Mr Golding a 
good night, and retired to roy chamber* 

After a fleeplefs night, my fervant en- 
tered in a vilible alarm, and told me that 
Mifs Golding was extremely ill, and that 
almoft all the phyiicianS in London had 
been fent for. 

Very unhappy were many fuccceding 
days. I faw my friend, my father, the 
man I loved above the world, 1 faw hiib 
in a depth of diflrefs that bordered on di- 
ftradtion, and 1 found my heart wrung 
with inexpreilible anguiihtf 

Though I was cpnltant in my inquiries 
after Mifs Golding, yet Ipurpofely avoided 
appearing in her pretence, left the fight of 
one fo obnoxious fhould add toherdiftem* 
per. At length the good old man caole 
to me, wringing his hands. Will yoti nOt 
;o, Harry, fays he, will you not go and fee 
Aatilda before fhe dies i The dodors tdl 
me they have tried all the powers of me- 

Y a dicincy 
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didne, but that they do not yet knov 
what to make of her ficknefs» 

My dear Sir^ faid I, it is then no longer 
time ^o conceal from you what I know or 
corjti^ure concerning this matter* Mils 
Klatilda, herfelf, entrufted me with the 
fecrety but under the ftrideft injundions 
of iilence ; the extremity of her cafe, how« 
ever, ought to difpenfe with all fuch en- 
gagements. Your daughter loves, fir, fhe 
loves with paifion ; but who the objed of 
her afitctions is, I cannot imagine. Let 
it be your part to difcover what flie fo in- 
duilrioufly hides from the world ; fhe wilt 
refule nothing to the authority or rathor 
to the tendernefs of fuch a parent. 

Here Mr Golding left me, but returned 
in about an hour. His whole frame feem* 
ed tolabour with fome thing extraordinary « 
You were right, Harry, he cried, you were 
right in your conjedures ; my prayers and 
my tears have at length prevailed, with 
difficulty 1 have wrung the iecret from 
hcT. O, my fon I it is greatly in your ' 
power to befriend us. Would you not do ^ 
Ibn^ething for the relief of a family, who' 
doat upon you as we do ? would you not 
do fdme thing for your 9ld friend,wholovea 

ou ^ fondly as ever father loved a child I 
iomething for you. Sir, laid U yes, every 
thin^ aU thiAgs tjhajt ai^^ poifiL&k to be 

... donc% 
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dorPc. But, pray Sir,^ do I know the' 
party ? You do, Harry, you do, he cried :• 
for, as the prophet faid unto Davidj thou 
aftt the man ? - 

Me, Sir ! I exclaimed,- impoffible ! flie' 
cannot bear* my fight, ftie hates me, flie 
detefts the ground I go upon. Not fp^ 
faid he, not fo, Ihe loves the very duft 
upon which you tread. Something furely 
if due in^ mitigation of the calamities^ 
which you have occafionedr^ We lie at 
your mercy, Mr Clinton, my precious^ 
daughter and myfelf ; it is yours to bid ua 
live or die at your pleafure, to qrufti us^ 
into nothing, or to reftore us to exiftence,. 
to healthy to enjoyments Will it hurfe- 
you, my fon, to do us thefe great bene- 
fits? is it a matter grievous to you tO' 
gi\^e happinefs to thofe, whofe exccfs of 
love to you is their only mitfoitime ? A- 
princely fortune attends you;^ We and- 
ail we have are yours, Mr Clinton; We* 
' are defiroqs ot dq>ending on your bounty 
alone. Let the extremenefs of my daugh^^ 
tJcr's affcrclion tor you, excite fometaing; 
more kindly than tiatred in your Drealt*^ 
If not tor her lake, yet tor mine, my oe- 
ioved-Harry^ let me- oel(&ech you to con-- 
fir<iin yourlek i ef ore her,, to atfect lotne- 
little tenderneft, fume appearance ot le^ 
gard|-thac may revive her^a wiuie at leait^, 

X 2; iroaiii 
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from the deplorable fiatc iindei: ^ft^hicH ffie 
&c languifbes.. 

, While he fpoke I was agitated by un- 
utterable emotions, and he. might ha^c: 
proceeded much further, before I ftould 
have had the power to reply.. At leagtk 
I cad myfdf on my knee^and catching his^ 
hand to my bofom, Ah^ my friend, jny 
father^ my dear father^ I; cried, am t 
then no better than a barbarian ia your 
fight ? To me wbuld you impute fuchh 
fentiments of eruelty and ingratitude^^ 
Take my hand^ Sir, take my hearty ^iT- 
pofe of them as you pleafe. All that £ 
have> and all that 1 am, is yours and your 
idaughter's^ \(^ithout any kind of r^erver 
for any other pcrfon breathing^. 

l^iegoed man caught me in fai3 atma^ 
ajid prefied me to hift breafi in a^long and^ 
J^eecblefsecftafy;. then, taking.meby the: 
hand, he led me in iUence to hia daughr 
tfr.'s apartment.. 

A &wcentei«d flicturaed heneyes towards' 
^e door, and her pale and languid o&un^ 
tenancc waaftiaight fiaflus'd ^ith a ibort^ 
lived red. I was fo afleAed by tbecoo*- 
dition in which l-beheldlieoTythat lfcarcel}r. 
was able to reach her bed-fidey wher^u 
kneeling down I gently took one of hq^ 
handSv and preffing it between miae^ l 
t^iithed]$.in.a.SenLihDw£X. oi. tears*. 
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AB, my papa,, flic faintly criedv I fcivr 
yoii^ have betrayed me ;. Mr Clinton is cer* 
Mainly informed of my weaknefs, I am icH 
formed, faid Ir my lovely, nty all-beloved 
fifter, I am informed tha4: 1 am pcrmictejd: 
to hope tor a happiiiefs that is infinitely 
above my merit; but it fliaH be the de*- 
lightful bufinefs of my life to defcrve it.. 

My dear, (aid Mr Golding, I perceive yotit 
arcfomething fiuftercd; yourcontUtutioit 
13 too weak for fuch. emotions as thefa; 
For the prefent your brother Harry muft 
Jeave you. To-morrow^ I truft, you wilt- 
be better able to fupport our compa^ny. 

Hereupon I took her hand, and, im-^ 
prefling upon it a tender and warih kifs, I 
jpill ventured to look up, and faw her fine. 
cyes fiiffuled with. a. glittering tear, and 
her countenance bent upon me with a 
look oi indefcribable fweetnefs and de* 
light 'y but Mr Golding, to prevent the ef^ 
feels of t0o tender a icene, inftantly took: 
me by the arm and led me away* 

As he.perccived that my fpirits had beeoj 
much difturDtd, he ordered a bottle to his^ 
own chamber, and told me that he req^eifr- 
^d Ibme tuittier converie with jon^Ci As> 
foon as we had taken our feats, he looked 
earnellly upon me, then feized me by the: 
. ]uod, and looked at me again. But fud^ 
4kaiy ^eccing^ up he t^uned and jk^ppcdi 

tO) 
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to the window, a©d, breaking into tearr^ 
he there wept and fobbed for good part 
Df an hour. 

As foon as he was fomewhat compofed^ 
he refumed his feat. Mr Clinton, fa^ys he^ 
are you really fincere ia your profeffions 
with rcfpeft to my daughter ? Shall t be 
rid of my doubts at once? May 1 venture 

* to aikyou a c^efiion, on which my own 
life as well as that of my child may de- 
pend I Should it pleafe the ^^fnigfalty ta 
raife her from her prefent bed of ficknefs^ 
is it adually your intention ta make her 
your wife. 

Here I demanded with fome warmth^. 
Is that a queftien, i^ir^ at this time ^ What 
reafon have i given jou to fufpeft my. 
honour or my truth?- 1 do not fufpeci- 
you, my Harry, I do not fufpeft you; I 
know you would not deceive me, buc you 
may have deceived yourfclf. Your nature 
Is tender and full ot pity, and, m the de«- 

,ploiable eflate in which my- girl lies^ 
your great compaflion may have ealily 
been mittaken byyou <or love. Your 
iriendihip tor me alio may have helped 
to impoie upon you, ariu yoo'may have 
conlirued your regard and attachment io 
the father into a lentiment of teudernefs 
and afiedion for the child. ' But O, my 
Hairy, ihouid any. other^ woman be pre* 

fexaolcx: 
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ferable in your eyes ; or fbould it not be 
ii^ my girl's power to win and wear your 
affedions, I Ihall then have been inilru- 
mental in making you wretched; and my 
heart may as well be broken the one way 
as the other.— No, my father, no. Ibavc 
no foreign Dalilahs, no fecret amours^ no 
pleafures that fhun the light. My heart 
IS a virgin heart, aod my Matilda poffeil* 
cs it without a rivaL 

From the time that I was feniible of 
sny father*s partiality, a little matter of 
ambition, whether laudable or otheswife^ 
incited me to attempt a diftin£lk>n that 
would raife mc toward a level with aa 
only brother, who looked down with ne* 
;lea and contempt upon me. Thence I 
»ecame indefatigable in my ftudies at 
fchool and college, as alfo in my appH* 
cation under you. Sir, daring the firfl 
years of my apprenticefliip, and this left 
xne no manner of leifure for female at- 
tachments. Indeed I dreaded the appear- 
ance ot any ad\rances from the lex, a^d 
turned from them as i would h om to ma- 
ny gins orpit'falls purpofely dug for my 
deiiiuction. My conveifation, 6ivy has^ 
been veiy little among the fair i aucT, ex- 
cepting my natural propeniity to the lex» 
I never, tiii veiy lately 4 conceived a liking 
fuc any woman* la uujth» my dear hi* 
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thcr, that lady i« tfot alive whom my 
judgment or inclinations would prcfcrto 
your Matilda. You need not fear my be- 
ing wretched, I think myfelf moft happy 
in her aflFcftiotis. 

Then, faid he, I pronounce her the 
happieft of women. And now, my Har- 
ry, I will tell you a fecret. From the firft 
\ time that I beheld you, I wiflied you for 
my daughter; I.wifhed that fhe might 
have charms to attract and fix your heart; 
but, as 1 Icared, and was perfuaded that 
this* was not the cafe, I torbore to in- 
dulge myfelf in fuch flattering expeda- 
tioDS. You know I never took you with 
me to fee her at the boarding^fchpol ; the 
true reafon was, that I dreaded expofing 
her yeung and, inexperienced heart to 
fuch a temptation, leil ihe ihould coned ye 
and languiih under a hopelefs paiBon. 

On her return to town, my apprehen- 
fions, on your fcore, werb much abated^ 
as I imagined that the great number of 
her gay and gliftering (iiitors would A^ 
vide or at leaft divert her atlentiod from 
you ; and I purpofely laid aU the bufi- 
nefs of our houfe on your ihoulders, that 
ihe might have as little of your cooopany 
as poffible, 

I further had the precaution to warn 
sny child ag;^il the danger of apy affec* 

tioo 
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tioo for you. Matty, faid I, one day, 
among all this afembly of fair and fortu- 
nate youths you are free and welcome to ^ 
chufe your companion for life ; there is 
only one who {lands excepted ; one only 
whom you muft not look upon with any 
eye of expcftation. Who is that^ papa ? 
My young brother and partner in trad«, 
faid I. He looks much higher, Matt/^ 
than to the daughter of a merchant. His 
profpcfts are immenfe. He is only bro- 
ther and heir to the earl of Moreland.who 
is now on his travels, a diffolute young 
man, whofe vices in all liklihood will 
quickly carry him off-, and, in fuch a 
cafe, our Harry Clinton would be confi- 
dered as the firft perfon in the land. 

Ah! Sir, I crieu, I may blefs your pro- 
hibition with regard to me; it was cer- 
tainly the happy, the only caufe of my 
Watilda's partiality in my favour. The 
good man fmiled and proceeded. Not- 
withftanding what I iaid to Matty, t had 
not given ijp all thoughts ol you myfelf. 
While flie talked or lung in your pre-, 
fence, I often turned my eye upon you, 
and thought, at timeb, that i perceived 
a grouing tendeinefs in your behaviour, 
which further acquaintance, I trufted, 
might ripen into love. But when, in or* 
der to try you, I propofcd your advoca- 
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tton in behalf of Spelling, and that yon* 
appeared to undertake it with readineft 
and pleafure, I at once dropped all* my 
fond and flattering hopes concerning you, 
and I heartily wifhed that my child had 
accepted that modeft and worthy young 
man* Bleffed, however, be the favour- 
ing hand of that providence who, fo un- 
expcftedly, hath cqndufted matters to the 
ifl'ue of this hour, and fulfilled the capital 
wifti of my life. But Iwtll no longer 
delay carrying to my dear child the glad 
tidings of your affeftions ; it will prove 
the beft of balms to her wounded mind, 
and will clofe her eyes, for this night, in 
reft and peace of heart. 

I was fcarce dreffed the next morning, 
\rhen Matilda's favourite maid entered, 
my ichamber and bid me good-morrow. 
Wrs Sufan, faid I, your pleafant counte- 
nance bids me prefume that Mifs Golding' 
is better, O, vaftly better, vaftly bet- 
ter, Sir, I affure you ; Ihe flept fweetly 
all the night, and did not want for happy 
dreams neither, I warrant.— Here is fomc- 
tliing for your good news.-- No Sir, no, 
I never take money from gentlemen ; my 
miftrefs's gencrcfity does not leave me 
to the temptation. I love my mifttefs, 
Sir, and I think we ought all rather to 
Join and fee youj as weU for y eft er day's 
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vifit, as for ahothc)r which I hope you 
will pay her to day. A fiddle for thefe 
old doftors, one pretty young do£tor is 
bc;tt€r worth than a fcorc of them.— Su- 
fan, as it Ihould feem, had been an ob- 
ferver, and did not wint for penetration , 
in fuch matters. — Mr Harry, flie conti- 
nued, rd give my laft quarter's wages 
to know what charm it is that you. carry 
about you, to make all the pretty ladies 
fo fond ef you.— -In truth, Mrs Sufan, 
I am equally a ftranger to the charm and 
to the fondncfs that you talk of.— Don't 
tell me. Sir, don't tell me. The very 
day of that night on which my miftrefs 
fell fick, here was a lady in her chariot 
to enquire for you, one of the lovelieft 
young creatures l ever fct my eyes on. 
I know fee afked very particularly and 
very affeftionately for you \ for though 
it was my miftrefi to whom fee fpoke, 
I flood within hearing. — it muft, I cried, 
have been fome miftake, or fome impo- 
fturc ; for I aflure you, Mrs Sufan, that 
I know of no fuch perfon But pray be 
fo good as to bear my compliments to 
your lady, and tell her I wait her per- 
miffioh to attend her. 

I forgot to tell you, madam, that, a- 

grccable to the advice which Mr Gold- 

ing had given me, I went tofeiidtace my 
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uncle Goodall on his marriage with your 
mother. He had already been informed 
of my recent admiffion into partnerfltip, 
and thereupon received me with very 
unufual marks of efteem and aflfe£lion. 

Your mother at that time was exceed- 
ing lovely in her perfon and manners* 
At every feafon of leifure I frequented 
their houfe, and ihe conceived a very 
tender and warm friendfhip for nie ; but^ 
during Mifs Golding's illnefs, 1 had not 
been to vifit them. 

Sufan was but juft gone^ when Mr 
Golding came and told me that he belie- 
ved his Matty would be pleafed to fee me. 
I inftantly obeyed the fummons* As I 
entered I obferved that ihe fat up In her 
bed; a morning gown was wrapped a- 
bout her, and Sufan with the help of pil- 
lows fupported her behind. On my ap- 
pearing, her fpirits again took the alarm: 
She fcarce ventured a glance toward me. 
I was greatly pained by the abafhment 
under which I faw ihe laboured, and I 
hailened to relieve myfelf as weU as her 
from the diilrefs. 

I fat down by the bed-iide, and gently 
taking one of her hands, without looking 
in her face, My dear Mifs Golding, faid 
I, I hope you will not be jealous p? your 
papa's affeAion for me« He has^ indeed^ 
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been too partial, too generous toward me, 
and has approved hioifelf more than a fk« 
ther to me. He is not fatisfied with allow- 
ing me to call you by the tender name of 
lifter; he further gives me leave to hope, 
that I may be united to you by the nearelft 
and deareft of all ties. Nothing but 
your confent is wanting, my After, to 
make me the happieft of mankind. You 
are filent» my Matilda; may I venture to 
call you mine ?— Blcffed be your filence, 
my angel, I will dare then to interpret it 

in my own ftivour. Indeed, I Ihould 

long fince have made the prefent decla- 
ration, 1 ihould long fince have avowed 
my inclinations^ my affe^ions, my pai^ 
fiott for you ; but 1 did not prefume to 
liftcn to my own heart on the occafion, I 
did*not fuffer it to tell me how much yote 
were beloved. Amidft fo many fuitors of 
the firft rank and merit, who were juftly 
called together by your numberleft at- 
tradionsy I deemed it a flight by mtidi 
too high for me to af^nre at a competi- 
tion for the happinefs of your hand. . \ 

Here, venturing to look up, I percei- 
ved that flic had put her handkerchief to 
her eyes. Ah ! Mr Clinton, flic cried with 
a trembling voice^ you are very delicate, 
you are fweetly delicate indeed; but ought 
X to take the advantage of this delicacy ? 
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I fee that you would fave me from tbe 
confuiion of an avowal^ you would fave 
me from the mortifying feniibility of my 
own weaknefs. But, fir, you ought not 
to ePeem that a weakne& in me. which 
I account my chiefcft merits and which 
is my chiefclt pride. I am proud 'of ijniy 
gratitude^ I am proud of my difcernment. 
From the pioment that you prefcrvcd me, 
agairft arms and againft odds, at the 
great peril of your own life, in you, and 
you alone, I iaw every thing that was 
amiable, every thing that was excellent* 
But then 1 dreaded left all women ihould 
behold ycuwith my eyes ; and, above all, 
I doubly dreaded and was fearfully aiTured, 
that you never would have any eyes or at* 
teotion for me. Tou have at length feefi, 
.or are rather informed concerningjmy ma^ 
hdy. You pity me, you wifli to reucvc me^ 
and you would love me if you could. It is 
enQUgh,.Mr Harry ^ even this perhaps is 
^uite as much of happinefs as 1 can bear» 
Here, again, I began to profefs and ta 
protcft the fincerity and ardour of my af* 
fedions; butfhecut meihort audfaid, I 
know your fincerity, fir, you are perfua- 
ded that you love roe, becaufe as yet yc«i 
know not what love is. True love, Mr 
Harry, by its own 4ight, fees into and 

ihrougboimt ike bo&oi of the party bcl6«* 
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"igfed : I am very fenfible of the tenderncfS? 
of your friendfhip for m^, and that fen* 
fibility GOnftitutes the whole of my hap- 
pinefs. I truft alfa, that it is all the hap-* 

• pinefs I fhall ever defire. To fee you, to- 
bear you, to have you with me, to gaze 
upoiryou while you are looking another 
way, to be permitted to attend, to ferve 
you, to conduce to* your fatisfaftions, iC 
18 a lot tha?t wiH Hft me above that of 
mortality^ that wiH caufe me to account 
myfclf the firft among women*. 

Ah, I cried, can I fay nothing, can f 

. do nothing to^ convince you, how dear^ 
how exceedingly dear you are to me ? 1 
ccirtainly loved you long, before I kneW' 
what it was^to be a Ibver. 1 now feel the- 
united' force of thofe imperceptible de- 
grees by which the pleafing intruder daily" 
ftole and grew upon me.^- Believe me, my 
Matilda, when 1 prefumed to prefent yon^ 
with this as a token of my aflFection, I held 
k for atrifle altogether unworthy of you ;; 
accept it, however^ I befeech you, for the: 
feke of the giver. . - 

And is this the gem, feys flie, whicb 
I caft from me with fuch difdam .^—For- 
give me, my brother-, it is^ juft fo that the* 
world caAs from them the pearl of muchi 
Biightier price. 1 would to heaven, that 
I could rejie^ all the pompsi pleafures^ ami 
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Tanitieaof this tranfitory world, with tii^ 
feme averfion that I fpurncd from me this; 
efiimable jewel ! but there is very little 
hope of that^ Mr Harry, while you yoar^ 
£^\t may be partly numbered sunong^ traan . 
litory things.. 

Heie I was quite overcome by the af- 
feftion of the dear girl,, and, urged on byr 
^ ludden tranfport, I caught her to my 
bofom with a force that was fomething, 
too much for her weaknefs. On recol- 
leclion,. I atftempted to apologize for my 
indifcretion, but flic Xweetly crted, Ahl' 
IVlr Harry, never>repent of fuch faults^: 
may I olteu,. may I daily tempt you to be^ 
guilty of them. But tell me, and tellim^^ 
truly Mr Glintoh ; tbefe gems^ when yo|;u 
firil purchafed them, were they aiftually 
intended for me ? were they not rather^' 
intended for your Fanny,- for your own^ 
Eanny, Mr Clinton ? What can you^mean?? 
Lexclaimed, 1 know of no Fanny in the^ 
univerfe, with whom 1 have any acquaint- 
ance;. That is ftrange! flie relied, very/ 
extraordinary, indeed!; but, left yOUi 
fiiould think me of a jealous or whimfi^ 
caljtempcrf I wiil relate the affair to^yom. 
precifely, as it happened; 

Our the day in which 1 took to nay bed,, 
U was looking out at the parlour window; 
m}ifinia.ciiaiiQt:aad.£xAOiies wlm i^^ 
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to our door; I obferved a fingle lady iw 

k, whom I fuppofed of my acquaintance,, 

and inftantly fent Sufan to requeft her to* 

walk in. On her entering, I was greatly 

iftruck by the beauty of her figure, and 

eyed her very inquifitively from head tcy 

foot. Having curtfyed gracefully to m?,. 

Can you tell me, mifs, faid fhe, is Mr 

Clinton at borne? No, indeed, madam^. 

£iid I, but if you will beplesrfed toentruft: 

Hie with your commands— It is only, mifs,. 

that I requeft to fee him as foon a^ poflible: 

— Andj- pray madam^ where Iball he at-^ 

tend you ?-0, he will know that inftantly,. 

when you tell him it was Fanny Goodall jhis . 

ewn Fanny Goodall who was here to wait: 

upon him. — — -iood heaven, I cried out,. 

my aunt, my aunt Goodall, my very aunt 

.1 affure you I What do you fay, what 

do you tell me; your aunt, fir, can it be?' 
Ah, Ihe is too young, and too lovely to be^ 

an' aunt, Mr Harry. The very fame,, 

mdced, madam, there is no other Fanny 
Goodall. 1 admit, as you fay, that (he \Si 
young and,exceedingl y lovely ; but ftill Ihe: 
18 a wife, and likely foon, as 1 think, to be: 
a mother. Alas, fays ;Uy Matilda, what 
a doleful jeft isthib ! a cruel auncflie ha^» 
been to me 1 am fui c ; wUat days of fighjs^ 
aaid nights of tears fhe has coft me ! Ab,^ 
that, lie^t* breakings t6rm,^ << his own, his> 
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•* own Fannjr ;'^ I think I £hall never Be 
able to forgive her that cxprcffion ! 

As Mr Golding juft then entered, w«r 
dropped the fubjcft we were upon. Wh^ 
Matty, fays he, you arc quite another crea- 
ture; I think Ineveriaw you wear fo happj' 
a face* I know you are come to chide me,. 
fays {he, for keeping your partner from? 
bufinefs ; but pay me down the portipn^ 
yt)u intended for ine, papa, and I wiH re- 
imburfc you the damage of every hour 
of his abfence* Yes, my lore, cries thfcr 
tender father, if wealth might ferve, for 
wages, to a heart like that of my Harry,^ 
he fhall be very amply paid for every 
ad and infiance of hrs amdfon and a(- 
t^tion to you. Every hour of my life, 
I cried, is already her due ;. Ihe has no- 
thing to pay taone who is her debtor be* 
yond account .^ 

During feveral following days, mife 
Golding recovered with amazing rapidity •- 
In kfs than five weeks flie looked plumpet 
and fairer than ever: peace fmiled in her 
countenance ; joy laughed in her eyes ^^ 
her whole frame appeared a» aftuated by* 
ibnie internal mufic. And thus^ all lovely- 
and beloved, ihe was given up to my 
arms, in the prefence of my uncle ani 
Mnt and a few dty friends. 
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Friend. As I wifli that none of your 
faults liiould pafs by me unnoticed, fo I 
^m willing toaliow you ally our juft praifes. 
Your ftory of your old friend is, hithertOf 
very fimple, natural, and domeftic ; and 
to a mind, yet undebauched, exceedingly 
intereiHng and affe^Ung ; for it opens and 
invdiiigates a number of little paflagea 
and mazes in the heart, which are quite 
clofed, or imperceptible to perfons of hard 
nerves and callous conceptions. I am 
ff ee, however, to tell you, that I felt myfelf 
offended by the compliments which Mr 
Clmton pays to himfeli through the mouth 
of your Matilda. It is, indeed, a very rare 
matter for people to fpeak of thcmlelves 
with due decency and delicacy. I wifh 
you could have procured fome other con- 
duit for conveying to us the hiftory of 
your knight Caefar, 1 think, is the on- 
ly perfon wtip, with an eafy tnough mo- 
deii confidence^ has iuccelsf uliy adventu* 
red on a detail of his own exploits. 

Author. I have not a word to fay ia 
Mr Clinton's deieace ; perhaps he may 
offer fomething for himlelt on the oc^ 
ca£k)n« 
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